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0, what do you make ofthe new Doctor, 
then? Has Matt Smith nailed it, orwhat? 
Well, I'm sure you have your own opinions 
about the Eleventh Doctor, Amy Pond and 
the new series, but it's been great to see 
that the reaction has been overwhelmingly 
positive so far. See, I told you it was going to be good! 

But what has been especially heartening to see over the 
last few weeks is how quickly and easily kids across the 
country have taken to the new man in the TARDIS, DWM 
has quite a few younger readers, it's true, but it's also fair 
to say that a lot of us have been around the block a few 
times, We're used to the idea of Doctors coming and going, 
of regeneration and change. Let's not forget that it was 
almost five years ago that we last had a new Doctor - and 
for many ofthe show's younger fans, they don't remember 
a time when David Tennant wasn't the Doctor. 

1 had the very pleasant experience of joining the Doctor 
Who team on the Wengerbus last month, and got to see 
first hand the reaction from school children to the new 
Doctor and Amy. Now, I spend a lot of my time sitting in an 
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office in Tunbridge Wells, and even though the TV ratings 
and merchandise sales figures and all the other statistics 
are there for us all to see, it hasn't always sunk in with 

me just how loved Doctor Who is today, with the youngest 
members of its audience. Nothing could quite prepare me 
for seeing up close the excitement on those kids’ faces, as 
they got to meet their heroes. 

I have to say, if Peter Davison and Sarah Sutton had 
come to my school back in 1983, to introduce a special 
screening of the first episode of Arc of Infinity — well, | can't 
imagine anything topping that for the rest of my life 
Especially if I'd got to have my photo taken with the Ergon. 

The point lm making is, it's the easiest thing in the 
world to be cynical. It’s easy to be a grouch, to point out 
continuity errors, to moan about the theme music, or 
to claim that Matt Smith is ‘no Sylvester McCoy’ (yeah, 
whatever). Let's be honest, having an occasional moan is 
part of the fun of being a fan. But not when you're actually 
watching it. When the continuity announcement finishes, 
and that music starts, just become an eight-year-old 
again. That's what | do, Every Saturday night. 


PRODUCTION 


NOTES 


hy = по seriously, uhu = do 
people insist on talking during 
! Doctor Who? | remember this one 
time, I was sitting there, hanging 
on every word, and this woman 
leaned over, tapped me on the shoulder, and said 
"They're ready now.” 
Who are what now? 
1was restrained — she kept her face. | just 
hissed “Shh! Go away!" and resumed watching 
The Eleventh Hour among a crowd of excited 
ass, where I'd just been flown 


schoolkids in Inve 
to talk to the....... Press 

I caught up with the woman who still had a face 
“бо, yeah, interviews, no worries!” And so it was, 
for the very first time | can remember, | actually left 
a room that Doctor Who was on in. Oh, the physical 
effort of it! Like Tom Baker walking towards a wind 
I thought I'd need handholds on the 
I chatted to the 


machin 
floor! But oh, I was a grown-up 
press, and I was interviewed on the tell, | did both 
my jokes and charmed and smarmed anyone who 
even glanced in my direction. I even popped back 
to the auditorium and told the projectionist he 
probably didn't need to pause it after al 
Inverness! I'd flown there, but the others ~ they 
were on the Wengerbus. Ahh, now that was а 
BRILLIANT idea, wasn't it? I'd sat in the office a few 
months earlier, and Piers explained it to me, but 
I wasn't really listening — there are action figures 
in there, and | was helping River Song battle the 
Vespiform - and he was going on about å bus 
What do we need a bus for?" I asked 
E "publicity We want an audience, don't we? 
“We're going to send а bus for the audience?’ 
iot that kind of bus! A big showbiz bus. Like 
the Spice Girls had.” 
= | shut up then, cos to my shame | couldn't 
- even remember which episode had Spice Women 
in it (they sound scary, though, I might bring 
them back). 
| And so it was, I found myselfin а hotel room in 
| Inverness, still dazed from a day that had started 
in Cardiff with Sherlock Holmes (just some other 
show, what do you care), continued in London with 


4 DOCTOR JUHO маслом 


Doctor Who’s head writer Steven Moffat 


BBC and more 
important than 
12 fat people 
with limps, 
during a fire 
alarm. But 
importance doesn't last 
a second when you step back into the Horror 
Of School. By the time we'd jittered our way to 
the office, P d forgotten my homework, studied 
for the wrong exam, and accidentally deleted all 
French from my brain “We're from the BBC," we 
chorused, in falsetto, like cartoon chipmunks. 
The Man At The Desk just looked at us, with à 

tremendous darkness that only years of teaching 
can bring, and said, “Yeah, you're not due till 


tomorrow." 

“only kidding," he added, as he collected us 
from the bus station four seconds later, And then 
; taken through the school that gave 
and goodness 


we were being 
the world the Eleventh Doctor 
me, what was this? It was full of light and air and 
laughter, and teachers actually talking to pupils, 
like it was okay, and they maybe, y know... liked 
them! Could it be? Sc hool without misery? F rench 
without tears? Maths without waterboarding? 
How different from the abominable place | went 
to, which will remain forever nameless in case 
you guess it was Camphill High School, Amochrie 


the Doctor and a viewing of Episode 7, and was 
now ending in a hotel room in Inverness. | was on 
the phone to my wife, and just saying that | didn't 
think my life could get any more surreal, when. 
nota word of a lie = the Doctor Who bus drew up. 
outside my window. Now, you've 
seen photographs, I'm sure 
but hadn't then, this was my 
first glimpse. Sitcom moment 
there's me, talking about how 
Doctor Who is taking over my 
entire life and suddenly there's 
a big shiny side-of-bus sliding to 
a halt outside my window with 
Matt and Karen plastered all 
over it. (Not actually plastered 
that would have been horrid 
and probably a bit upsetting 
| mean a nice picture.) 
The Doctor Who bus! And 
out they all came = all my friends, 
pouring out of a Doctor Who bus, on å 
cold night, somewhere in Scotland. 
And Sue's talking in my ear, worried 
that I've suddenly stopped talking. 
That night at dinner, I'm 
suddenly nervous! What happens 
ifthe bus breaks down, how would 
that look?? And if it c rashes,.. never 
mind the emergency services, 
cover up the damn logol! “Has anyone thought," 
1 asked, hopefully, “to bring posters of Merlin?" 
the Wengerbus 


But of course, it doesn't crash 
zigzagged all over the country, and children 
laughed and clapped and cheered, and at long 
last fish fingers and custard become part of the 
staple diet of Britain. Okay, not that last bit, but 
it's early days. C'mon, aren't you tempted? Fish 
custard, c'mon! It's pudding but scalier! 

d like to say I was on the bus the whole time, 
cos they had the best fun ever, but | had to get 
back to London. I caught up with them again, 
though, in Northampton, at Matt Smith's old 

school. And there was me, and Piers Wenger 
and Ben Stephenson, the Head of Drama at the 


Road, Paisley (ah, sweet revenge 
show and a column, it ROCKS!) Still haunts my 
nightmares, that awful place. 
few years ago 
15 percent over night. (ROCKS! Did | mention?) 


kids, get å 


1t was demolished a 
the IQ of the entire nation jumped 


But what a different, lively, happy 
place this was. | nipped to the 
loos, and was half-way through 
flushing my head before | realised 
no-one had even suggested it. 
And then the best of it all. 
For an old fan like me, just the 
best thing ever, The school hall 
a world of 


was crammed full 
schoolboys crammed into all 
those chairs, and as | stood and 
watched, with hair still 
dripping and perhaps a 
little fragrant, the school 
band started up. And they 
played the Doctor Who 
theme! And you know what? 
It was GOOD. It sounded 
great, and thrilling and 
mazing. And then, like 


miracles, waving their way 
through the parting crowd, 
came former head boy, Doctor 
Who, and current head girl of 
the entire planet, Amy Pond. 
Oh, the shouting and the 
cheering. I was close to one of those emotion 
things Russell used to talk about (he saw one 
once — he texted me). I swear the whole room just 
gota litle taller, cos every boy there suddenly 
knew it wasn't out of reach = you could grow up 
and be a Time Lord, And then Karen smiled at 
them, and fora moment | thought it was gunfire 
But no — just hundreds of little hearts breaking 
And as | lurked in the shadows where writers 
belong and watched, I thought to myself 
Enjoy it while you can, Doctor! The Pandorica is 
opening! The last of the Time Lords shall fall, and every 


star with him 
My! Is that a crack in the wall... ? 


Cà m 


JUNCED BY BBC 
Wales and Children’s BBC that 

Matt Smith will be making a special 
guest appearance as the Doctor in 


the fourth series of The Sarah Jane 
Adventures, Also joining Elisabeth 
Sladen as Sarah Jane will be Katy 
Manning, returning to her role of Jo Grant, a part she 
originally played alongside Jon Pertwee's Doctor in 
the 19705, The special story is written by Russell T 
Davies, the first SJA episodes he has scripted since co 
writing the very first episode, Invasion of the Bane 
Elisabeth Sladen says "It's a fantastic script 
I can't wait to work with another Doctor, and I hope 
Matt has fun with us. I've known Katy for ages, and 
I'm delighted to be working with her." 


Katy Manning, who has recently returned to live 
in the UK adds, "Playing Jo Grant again is something 
I never really considered. I was gobsmacked when 
they asked me, and | am over the moon, What an 
incredible little treat. I come home and this is one of 
the first things that happens!” 

“We are absolutely thrilled to be introducing Sarah 
Jane and the gang to both the Eleventh Doctor and 
Jo Grant — and to have a script penned by Russell 
T Davies is the icing on the cake!” adds executive 
producer Nikki Wilson. "Viewers are in for a real treat, 
with an action-packed story, full of Russell's usual 


КААП 


wit and warmth, which takes the gang inside а secret 


base beneath Mount Snowdon and introduces brand 
new vulture aliens, the mysterious Shansheeth, All 
this, plus a trip to an alien planet 
Jane Adventures," 

Producer Brian Minchin tells DWM, "This two-part 
story consists of Episodes s and 6, and they've been 


a first for The Sarah 


a long time in the planning! It's worth stressing for 
DWM readers that neither Matt nor Katy is making 
a cameo appearance - it's a proper full-blooded 
adventure for the two of them. And | can guarantee 
a moment of screen history when Sarah Jane and Jo 
get to meet, for the first time ever, We've got lots 
to learn about where Jo has been, and why she’s 
come back now 


hot to mention her reaction to the 


Katy Manning returns as Jo Gran 
E 


Four interactive Doctor Who 
starring Matt Smith and K 
Gillan = will be online from Junel 


Four more stories are confirmed for 
DVD release this year 
à Cybermen box set! 


including 


The Eighth Doctor is about to get 
a new companion in the Audio 


Adventures = but who wil it be? 


Eleventh Doctor! There 


re plenty of treats for fans, 
buta rattling good yarn for new viewers too, with lots 
of action and r 


elations, and maybe heartbreak too 
old friends might well be reunited, but will they all 
live to tell the tale..." 
These episodes will be directed by Ashley Way, 


who is sharing directing duties on Series Four with 
Joss Agnew. The story will mark the Doctor's first 
meeting with Sarah Jane since his regeneration; David 
Tennant's Tenth Doctor appeared in last year's SJA 
story, The Wedding of Sarah Jane Smith, and this was 
followed by a brief appearance from Sarah Jane in 

The End of Time Part Two, shortly before the Doctor's 
change of appearance. 

Katy Manning is the fourth former Doctor Who 
regular to reprise her role in The Sarah Jane Adventures, 
following Elisabeth Sladen as Sarah Jane herself, 
John Leeson, who voices robot dog Ко, and Nicholas 
Courtney, who returned as the Brigadier in the 2008 
SJA story, Enemy of the Bane, Katy Manning last played 
Jo on television in the 1973 story The Green Death, after 
three years of adventures with the Third Doctor 

Shooting on Series Four of The Sarah Jane Adventures 
is well under way with а fifth series already confirmed. 
The series is comprised of six two-part stories. Joining 
Russell T Davies are writers Phil Ford, Joseph Lidster, 
Rupert Laight, Gareth Roberts and Clayton Hickman. 
The series will be transmitted this autumn. 
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hen we originally sat 
down to discuss this 

episode," says writer Toby 
Whithouse, "the one thing 


! 


task for this script 


that Steven wanted — my 
was a ‘reboot’ episode, You 
know, ifyou've been living in a cave for the last five 
or six years and have missed Doctor Who completely, 
this would be a good jumping-on point. So, he 
wanted a big, bold, funny, romantic episode — and 


Rory is part of that," 

Yes, Rory is back! Amy's 
charmingly hapless 
fiancé, last seen in The 
Eleventh Hour, is about 
to have his world 
turned upside-down 
when the Doctor 


pays a surprise 
visit to his 


stag party 


“Something happens 
in there. [he gi 


pushed me away.. 
ace like an animal 


rl who 
Нег 


|” 


(and, oh, what a surprise it is!) and whisks him off 
into time and space. 

“The Doctor decides that there is a growing 
chasm between Amy and Rory," Toby continues, 
"and so he offers to take them to any time, 
anywhere in the world, so they can find each other 
again and rebuild their relationship. 

"They arrive in Venice in 1580, where the 
Calvierris, a very powerful aristocratic family, 
have taken over the city, They have a strange, 
unfathomable hold over the population. They've 


started their own school, which very quickly 
becomes the most high profile and prestigious 


place to be in Venice, so parents are petitioning to 
have their children taken on there. But of course, 

what they don't realise is that once the children are 
taken in to the school, they are being manipulated 


and changed in a very macabre way, 
So, the romantic date is off the table, 


s Amy 
and the Doctor embark on yet another high-octane 
adventure — and poor Rory finds himself running to 
keep up. “Rory doesn't know what the hell is going 
on,” admits Arthur Darvill, who plays him. 
“When the Doctor leaves at the end of The 

Eleventh Hour,” Arthur says, 
it, we can get on with our lives now,’ So, when the 


Rory thinks, "That's 


Doctor turns up at the beginning of this episode 

it's a massive shock. It's completely out of the blue, 

so Rory's pretty stunned right from the word go. 

Even before we start meeting strange vampires! He 

doesn't know what to do. Going into the TARDIS, 
coming to Venice, it's all a bit much. He's kind 


of playing catch-up all the t 
“it's similar to the role Mickey Smith 
had,” Toby adds. “By this point, Amy has 
already become very quickly immersed 
} in the Doctor's world, and very quickly 


acclimatised to it - and so it's good to have 
somebody who questions everything. Not 
so much in terms of ‘What do we do?', but 
more in terms of Why are we doing this? Why are you 
running towards trouble all of the time?" 

“Very quickly, the companions can become 
very heroic. The same strength of character and 
bravery that allows them to even contemplate a 
life with the Doctor means that they can, in a way, 
lose the very human characteristics of fear and 
caution and scepticism, And so it's good to have a 
character coming on board who is the voice of the 
sane human, who's going to say, "Why aren't we just 
running away?" 

The Vampires of Venice is Toby Whithouse's second 
Doctor Who episode, having previously written 
2006's School Reunion. In the years between then 
and now, he has been kept busy as the creator and 
head writeron BBC Three's supernatural drama 


4 
The Doctor takes Amy to Vénicefora. 


"They asked me to write a romantic episode. 


ol romance. (With her fiancé Rory, that is, Wherever he's disappeared to.) 


Venice, to me, is the most romantic city in the 


world, so | suggested setting it there.” rosy инно 


Being Human, but he was delighted to carve out 
some time in his schedule for a return to Doctor Who. 
However, he never imagined that his second script 
would end up requiring some of this year's most 
extravagant filmir 
"А51 
episode. And Venice is, to ту mind, the most 
romantic city in the world. So, | immediately 


aid, they asked me to write a romantic 


suggested setting it there and they went with it 

“But | never thought fora moment they would 
go to Croatia!” he laughs. “I never expected them 
to venture outside of Cardiff: given that they've 
been able to do spaceships and alien landscapes in 
Cardiff it struck me they'd find a way to do Venice 
there as well. Cardiff is a ridiculously versatile place, 
and certainly a lot of the interior scenes [for this 
episode] were filmed there 

“I was thrilled [when they told me about filming 
in Croatia] - and then felt rather guilty, because 
they went and did this extraordinarily expensive 
foreign shoot. And | think Trogir looks absolutely 
fabulous. | couldn't be | 


ppier with it. The thing is, 
the Venice of 2010 looks absolutely nothing like the 
Venice of 1580. Now, sadly, it's all Starbucks and 
mask shops." 

The Croatian town of Trogir is a remarkably 
faithful stand-in for the famous Italian city. For 


over three centuries, it was ruled by the medieval 


Venetian empire, and their influence can be seen 


everywhere, from the romantic waterfronts, to 
the rickety cobbled pavements and the narrow, 
labyrinthine alleyways. “It's a testament to 
the power of the empire that they spread their 
architecture and their culture hundreds of miles in 
every direction," Toby says, “Their influence on the 
surrounding countries is really clear and powerful,” 
The Venetian authenticity of Trogir also made 
production designer Edward Thomas’ job a heck 
of a lot easier. “Oh, it's fantastic," he says. “The 
Venetians built it all those many years ago for us!" 
When DWM meets Edward in Trogir, on the first 
day of filming for this episode, we stand at the edge 
of the redressed harbour, Banners hang from the 
ramparts of the town’s medieval walls, market stalls 
spill their wares all over the straw-strewn pavement, 
braziers flicker and smoke in the breeze, The 
TARDIS — big and blue and bold as ever — has never 
looked so out of place. Around us wander dozens of 


Croatian extras in period dress, one of whom drags 
along a confused-looking goat on a piece of string. 
It really does seem like Edward and his team 
haven't had to do much to transform Trogir into 
sixteenth-century Venice. But it wasn't as easy as 
it looks. The town is on UNESCO's list of World 


постов шне 


RING MATT SMITH, KAREN GILLAN, ARTHUR 
DARVILL, HELEN McCRORY, ALEX PRICE, SIMON GREGOR 


THE DOCTOR: Parents do all sorts to get their kids into 
good schools. They move house, they change religion. So 
why are you trying to get her out? 

GUIDO: Something happens in there. Something magical, 
something evil, My own daughter didn’t recognise me, And 
the girl who pushed me away. Her face, like an animal... 


IN A NUTSHELL 

The Doctor takes Amy and Rory on a romantic date to 
sixteenth-century Venice = but, much to poor Rory's horror, 
things go off the rails as soon as they arrive, The mysterious 
Calvierri family are running a sinister school for girls, from 
Which no-one escapes unchanged, Rosanna Calvierri's 
students have fangs, they can't be seen in mirrors, and they 
drink humans dry. But even they aren't the worst things 
stalking the city... 


The locals seem a friendly bunch, don't they? 


Heritage Sites, and that added some complexity to 
his work 

“You're not allowed to drill into buildings,” he 
says, “you're not allowed to change them in any 
way. You have to go through a whole rigmarole 
for anything you want to do: covering windows, 
covering cash machines, those sorts of things. 
You've got to be very careful with what you do, 
and make sure that everything's cleared up front 
so no-one gets into trouble! 

“They look after their buildings here. The 
periodness' of the buildings is still very much 
intact, so for us it’s really been about covering up 
the wires, the modern things. The biggest challenge 
is that there's nothing here, we've had to bring 
everything in. If it hasn't come from the UK, it's had 
to come from Dubrovnik or Zagreb, because there 
is no set dressing here. Apart from the goat, that is. 
The goat is local." m 
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“Listen to me. Trust 
nothing. From now 
on, trust nothing you 
see, hear or feel!” 


SATURDAY 15 May 2010 


е Who writer Terry Nation, for whom she negotiated 
2 announcement, last to partially keep the rights to his Dalek creations), 
` year, that Simon Nye came across Simon's 1989 novel Men Behaving Badly, 
| » creator of iggos sitcom — and tracked him down, believing that it was ripe 
Men Behaving Badly = was for TV adaptation. Six series of Men Behaving Badly 
| cripting an episode of Doctor Who, some 


later, Simon admits: "I owe my career to Beryl 
people were apprehen: I'm very happy to be remembered for Men Behaving 
Badly. Better writers than me aren't remembered 
for anything." 


ме, "Will he fill the 
TARDIS with drained can 
joke: 


Bring knob 


to Saturday teatime? Cast Martin Clunes 


às a prosthetics-free 


alien baddie? asked The Was Simon's involvement in Doctor Who a shoe-in 
Guardian, before concluding, wisely, ‘Probably пої" ^ from the moment Steven took over as head honcho? 
But the doubters didn't faze Simon. 


"Althou; 


"He asked me to write an episode after | mentioned 
h that my four kids all love the show, 


“In fact, it's the only programm 


ve never written any 


answers Simon 
I like doing a broad they all watch 
range of material," he tells 


together happily. They argue about everything else, 
DWM. After all, his eclectic 


often violently. And | love Doctor Who, | watched the 
CV boasts translations c very first episode going out, in 1963, though | was 
Moliére and Dario Fo for only four." 


the stage, 


adaptations of He is one of only two writers this series who 


have never written Doctor Who before. (The other 
is Richard Curtis, who 


The Railway Chi 


nand 


polli for the small 


s penned Episode 10.) 


screen, two original Simon once claimed, “I don't do та; 


dac 


plot-driven 
farragoes. You have to allow your characters time 
to talk 


novels, numerous one 
off dramas and TV films, So, how hard was scripting mad old, 
plot-driven Doctor Who? "Dialo; 


ы 


and, of course, multiple 


ie is the essence 
of situation comedies," he says, "but once we're 


allowed to get out and about and film, | love a fast 


moving plot, Doctor Who is a real ideas show. It's 


award-winning sitcoms. 


“But | loved the idea 
of writing a script 
in which I can type having the whole universe to play with that does it 
things like ‘monster The sheer number of options, the froth of concepts, 

makes it more time-consuming to write. Inevitably 
I got a few things wrong tonally at first, and had to 
be taken out of the back of the Doctor Who studio in 
Cardiff and beaten up until I got it right. 


and 'the postman 
disintegrates 
he grins. 

The idea at the 
heart of Amy "However, as everyone now surely knows, Matt 


hoice — dreams, is a brilliant Doctor 


light on his feet, nicely odd 
face, bristling with intelligence. His Doctor is very 
satisfying to write for because, like all the great 
Doctors, he's a genius but has that unknowable 
quality." So too does the villain of the piece, Toby 
Jones’ Dream Lord. “The character started off as 
a darkly threatening, virtually mute, evil genius, 
but gradually we gave him more and more to 
say. In fact, you can't shut him up now - and the 
Doctor really, really wants to. The Dream Lord is a 
relentless piss-taker, and gives the Doctor such a 
hard time. He's really quite vindictive towards him. 
Cruelty can be horribly fun to write. The Dream 


and what happens 
if you can't tell 
whether you're in 


one or not - came 


1 Moffat. 
Simon and Steven 
k 


own each 
other for years. 


In the early 


teven's 


other-in-law, 


1 legendary TV Lord is very slippery and chimerical. He's got a few 
4 producer Beryl surprises up his sleeve.” 
з Vertue (the one- 


These include, rather magnificently, an army 
ti 


ne agent of killer pensioners. What has Simon got against 


We're not sure what these pensioners are up to, but we're convinced its not just gardening... 


"Ihe Dream Lord is very slippery and chimerical. 


He is really quite vindictive towards the Doctor. 
Cruelty can be horribly fun to write!” «ov 


Has the Doctor commandeered another vehicle... 


the elder 
I plan to be one myself one day. But given the 


? "Can | just say, | love old peop 


choice between creating — or being — а nice, meek 
ora deliciously crazed old mani 

d go for. | did, initially, make 
, but the 


pensioni 


arious sensitive points about ag 
iere cut from the script when 
г dramatic 


ic Doctor Who. 


егеп" funny, с! 

In short 
nightmare about reality and paranoia," says Simon, 
and, of course, the shame of waking up to find 


'ou've been dribbling.” Plus, the episode deepens 


our under: z of Amy and Rory's relationship. 


As Simon puts it: "Would you 
the one you really love, if you 
the univ 
Asked if he might write for Doctor Who 
again, Simon repli y's Choice as a 
one-off, so | think that’ it - but I've 
loved doing it, the script editors on the show ai 
в, and Steven is doing an incredible job. 

in the TARDIS,” he beam: 

hat 


BENJAMIN COOK СШ 


4 


ПОСТОМ НО 


Series One Episode 7 


MATT SMITH, KAREN GILLAN, ARTHUR 
DARVILL, TOBY JONES, AUDREY ARDINGTON, JOAN LINDER 
SIMON NYE 
CATHERINE MORSHEAD 


AMY: “Is this because of you? Is this some Time Lordy thing, 
because you've shown up again?" 

THE DOCTOR: “Listen to me. Trust nothing. From now on, 
trust nothing you see, hear or feel.” 


It’s five years since Amy and Rory travelled with the Doctor, 
They're back living in Leadworth, and Amy is pregnant. 
Rory has grown a ponytail. Life is good, Ка little humdrum. 
Until the Doctor drops by for a visit, 
And then they wake up. In the TARDIS, the Doctor, 
Amy and Rory have had exactly the same dream, But the 
TARDIS has died, and it's drifting towards a cold star = 
just 14 minutes till impact! If they don't freeze to death. 
And then they wake up. Two worlds: one in the time 
machine, one in the village that time forgot. One real, (һе 
other fake. "You're home. You're also dreaming, Trouble is, 
Rory, Amy... which is which?” Their lives depend on making 
the right choice. But time is running out... 
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EPISODE 
PREVIEWS 


"It's not qu 
She didn’t j 


quicksand. 


ust sink - 


something pulled her 
in, it wanted Пег.. 


ввс% 


Ñ | vasttospoilered regarding 
the monsters in these episodes. 
Look away, look away! Still with 

explains why he decided to bring back iconic Doctor 


to be honest,” he says, referring to 1970's Doctor 


d the Silurians and 1984's Warriors of the Deep 
“and more (Silurian creator] Malcolm 
Hulke's wonderful Target novel 


Who and the Cave Monsters 
than the version of Silurians we 
saw on the telly. That novel had 
proper, complex characters 
not just rubber suits. And 
the planet's previous owners 
demanding it back. That's 
a huge idea. That's a 
movie franchise idea! 
Just having that idea 
could make you rich 
for the rest of your 
life, So Malcolm 
gave it to Doctor 
Who. Quite right." 
The man hired 
to do justice to the 
Silurians' post- 
millennial comeback 
was Chris Chibnall, 
who not only wrote 
eight episodes from 
the first two series of 
Torchwood, but was the 
writer of pacey real-time 
delight 42, from Doctor 
Who's 2007 season. He 
was deliriously happy to 
be given the task of resurrecting the 
reptilian creatures. 
*The Silurians are just a brilliant, 
fully-realised creation by Malcolm 
Нике," he enthuses, “They're not 
monsters marauding the universe, 
looking for a scrap, ога place 
to conquer. They're creatures 
with a really strong point of view 
and a very specific thing they want to 
accomplish, which isn't necessarily 


THE HUNGRY EARTH/COLD BLOOD 


SATURDAY 22 MAY 2010, SATURDAY 29 MAY 2010 (TBC) 


unreasonable, but which puts them on a collision 


course with humanity i! 


and therefore, the Doctor 
On Steven's suggestion, Chris revisited 

that 1974 Target novel. "It was even better than 

I remembered," he says, "and I'd remembered it 

was pretty bloody good. But in that you can see very 

clearly Malcolm Hulke's unfettered vision for the 


race, So that was the starting point 


telling the story of the Silurians, with twenty-first 
century techniques at our disposal, The story of 

homo reptilia, After I'd read that, | went back with 
a story idea and a list of things I wanted us to get 


“We had a lot of disc 
Steven, 
now. What you see on screen, is definitely all Chris. 
As far as I can recall 


sions, Chris and I," 


ays 
and I'm not sure I can disentangle them 


and Chris can shout me 
down - I suggested a drill project with another drill 
drilling up, and maybe the idea of a tiny mining 
Village having to stand proxy for all the human race 
But really, these shows are Chris 
great about them,” 


and that's what's 


There's a village," nods Chris, "there's a family, 
and then there's Meera Syal as Nasreen Choudhry, 
drilling to the centre of the Earth! That was Steven's 


main brief: | want а big drill! I wanted to start with 
a family. I love seeing families in Doctor Who, сов 
that's how so many people watch it. And they're a 
tight-knit group of people who all love each other, 
so I can really put them through hell." 
In the epic, first ever Silurian story 
staggering four decades ago 
stumbled upon them as part of a UNIT job. How 


aired a 
Jon Pertwee's Doctor 


does he rediscover them this time around - and 
what are the Silurians after? 

“Well, it's important to say that there are 
plenty of problems the Doctor has to deal with, 
before he comes across the Silurians," notes Chris. 
*| think it's crucial to build up to their arrival 
for new viewers, So, although DWM readers are 
forewarned, not every viewer will be! And certainly 
not the characters in the story. All they know is that 
strange things are starting to happen at a geological 
drilling project. As for what they're after... well, to 
begin with, they're trying to protect themselves," 

One of Chris’ main aims was to individualise 
the Silurians, who in previous Doctor Who tales 
have really only been distinguishable by dint of 
somewhat different voices or shorter/longer necks. 

“That's why we went with prosthetics,” explains 
Chris. “Right from the off, | wanted great actors 
playing Silurians, and to be 


ble to use their eyes 


The Doctor and Amy search for the hole truth. 


ЕЗ 
What the best-dressed sur VE 


it was always going to be unlikely that 
rubber suits J talk about it, but one 
videlines was: this is a different branch 

of the same species we've met E 

So that liberated us," he cont | talked 

about the Cat Nuns from бі 

hich are very beautiful v 

I have to say what Millennium FX’s Neill Go 

Rob Mayor came up with is just Q 

different from before, but honourin 

he concept. These n don't negat 

original Silurians, they're a c loration 

ofthe same idea. They're close s. And once 


Serles One Episodes 8 & 9 


STARRING MATT SMITH, KAREN GILLAN, ARTHUR 
DARVILL, MEERA SYAL, NEVE McINTOSH, ROBERT PUGH 
WRITTEN BY CHRIS CHIBNALL 

DIRECTED BY ASHLEY WAY 


QUOTE, UNQUOTE 
THE DOCTOR: Why's there a patch of earth in the middle 
of your floor? 

NASREEN: We don't know, it just appeared overnight. 
THE DOCTOR: Good, right, you all need to get out of here 
very fast. 


IN A NUTSHELL... 

Over in the tiny, remote hamlet of Cwmtaff, human science 
is again being bold, pushing boundaries and asking 

for trouble. The Discovery Drilling Project - or as the 
technically-minded Doctor calls it, “a Big Mining Thing" 

— has burrowed 21 kilometres into the Earth, deeper than. 
ever before. However, as Discovery boss Nasreen Choudhry 
and her project manager/unrequited love Tony Mack 
celebrate, an ancient race launch pre-emptive strikes, from 
way further beneath their feet than 21 kilometre 

alive and dead, start to vanish, The Doctor, Amy and Ri 

face the ultimate uprising... 


Doctor Who and its two popular 
spin-off series, Torchwood and 
The Sarah Jane Adventures, have 


all been nominated in this year 


Bafta Cymru awards, Up for 
Best Drama Series/Serial are 
both The End of Time Part One 
and Torchwood: Children of Earth 
ay One. The End of Time Part 


One is also nominated for Best 
Make-Up, while Children of Earth: 
Doy One is also nominated in 
the categories of Best Sound, 
Best Editor, Best Costume, 

Best Screenwriter (for Russell 

T Davies), Best Original Music 
Soundtrack and Best Actress (for 
Eve Myles). The Waters of Mars 

is nominated for Best Design, 


The Sarah Jane Adventures is 


nominated as Best Interactive 


and the SJA story Prisoner of the 
Judoon is nominated as Best 
Children's Programme, The 
Bafta Cymru awards ceremony 
will take place on 23 May 2010 at 
the Wales Millennium Centre, 
Meanwhile, three of the 
Doctor Who Specials have been 
nominated for a Hugo award 
in the category Best Dramatic 
Presentation, Short Form, The 
nominees are The Next Doctor, 
Planet of the Dead and The Waters 
of Mars, The winners will be 


announced at Aussiecon 4 in 
Austral 


this September 


An extensive new collection 


of Doctor Who material, which 
includes rare documents and 
photos from the BBC Archive, 

is now available to view for 

free at www.bbe.co.ukjarchive| 
changingwholindexshtml, Titled 
The Changing Face of Doctor Who, 
the collection explores how the 
series = and the public's attitude 
towards it — has changed over 
the years since 1963. The launch 
of the archive drew a lot of 
attention in the mainstream 
press, particularly the revelation 
that regeneration was originally 
conceived as being like a ‘bad 
LSD trip’. We were almost as 
shocked as we were when we fist 
printed this, 15 years ago. 


Adventure Games 
online from June! 


Now you can play at being Doctor Who = or Amy Pond! 


HE BBC'S DOCTOR WHO 
website is to feature four 
original interactive 
‘episodes’, in the form 
of free downloadable 

computer games available for PC and 

Mac, in which players assume control 

of the Doctor and Amy. Doctor Who: The 

Adventure Games’ executive producers 

are Steven Moffat, Piers Wenger, Beth 

Willis, along with Anwen Aspden of BBC 

Wales Interactive and Charles Cecil of 

Revolution Software. The games are 

being developed by Sumo Digital, with 


stories and scripts from Phil Ford, who 
co-wrote 2009's The Waters of Mars, and 
James Moran, who wrote 2008's The Fires 
of Pompeii 

Matt Smith and Karen Gillan have 
been digitally recreated for the game, 
and have provided the voices for their 
characters, while music has been 


provided by TV series composer, Murray 
Gold. Additional cast members will 
portray original characters and familiar 
foes, such as Cybermen. 

Steven Moffat says, "Children don't 
just watch Doctor Who = they join in. The 
make up games, invent their monsters, 
create their own stories, Now they can 
be the Doctor in brand new episodes, 
Doctor Who: The Adventure Games will offer 
fans of the Doctor a unique opportunity 
to enter his world, face his challenges 
and grapple with his deadliest foes. By 
developing these games alongside the 
new TV series, we've been able to weave 
exciting narrative strands with the very 
finest game design to create a new kind 
of Doctor Who, which can be enjoyed by 
the whole famil 


“There aren't 13 episodes of Doctor 
Who this year,” quips Piers. “There 
are 17 = four of which are interactive. 


Everything you see and experience 
within the game is part of the Doctor Who 
universe: we'll be taking you to places 
you've only ever dreamed about seeing 

- including locations impossible to 
create on television," 

Simon Nelson, Head of BBC 
Multiplatform in Vision, continues: “A 
few years ago we couldn't have dreamt of 
commissioning such an innovative form 
of drama. By integrating the creation 
of these ‘interactive episodes" with the 
development of the TV series, we've been 
able to create amazing two-hour dramas 
in which you control the action. By 
aiming these ‘interactive episodes" at the 
broad audience of TV show — unique in 
British television, in that it encompasses 
at least three generations — we're aiming, 
to encourage the family to gather round 
the PC or Mac in the same way they do 
the television. Driving computer literacy 
is a keystone of the BBC's public service 
remit and we expect Doctor Who: The 


Adventure Games to be hugely popular in 
the homes of Britain this year 

“Only the BBC could produce such 
an innovative slice of new drama, We're 
offering two-hour original Doctor Who 
episodes to production standards on 
a par with the TV series, working with 
the very best creatives within the UK, 
We're hugely proud of Doctor Who: The 
Adventure Games, which will establish new 
standards in interactive drama and allow 
families the country over to enjoy Doctor 
Who stories in unique and innovative 
ways.” 

“Doctor Who: The Adventure Games will 
offer the chance for Doctor Who fans to 
Visit places they've only dreamed off, 
facing off against monsters they've 
previously had to imagine,” Anwen 
enthuses, "Players will visit places which 
have never been shown on tel 

and these vill go on to define the look 
and feel of future TV episodes," 

The first episode of Doctor Who: The 
Adventure Games will be available to 
download for PC and Mac from 
www.bbc.co.uk in June 2010. 


More cast members 
confirmed for Series One 


ITH THE NEW SERIES 
of Doctor Who now well 
underway on BBC One, guest 

cast members appearing in the second 

half of the season can now be revealed 
Episode 7, Amy's Choice by Simon 

Nye, guest-stars Audrey Ardington (the 

Abbess in The Sarah Jane Adventures The 

Eye of the Gorgon) as Mrs Poggit, Toby 

Jones (Dobby in the Harry Potter films) 

as the Dream Lord, and Joan Linder 

(Little Britain) as Mrs Hamill. One ofthe 

stunt performers is Nick Hobbs, who 

has previously appeared in Doctor Who, 
notably as Aggedor in 1972's The Curse of 

Peladon and 1974's The Monster of Peladon. 

In the following two-part adventure, 

The Hungry EarthiCold Blood by Chris 


Chibnall, Meera Syal is joined by Robert 
Pugh (Jonah in the Torchwood 
episode, Adrift) as Tony Mack, 
Samuel Davies (Framed) 

as Elliot, Alun Raglan 
(Belonging) as Mo, Nia 
Roberts (Holby City) as 
Ambrose, Neve McIntosh 
(Bodies) as Alaya, Richard 
Hope (The Bill) as Malohkeh, 
and Stephen Moore (the voice 
of Marvin the Paranoid Android in the 
radio and TV versions of The Hitchhiker's 
Guide to the Galaxy) as Eldane. 

In tenth episode, currently titled 
Vincent and the Doctor by Richard Curtis, 
Tony Curran as Vincent Van Gogh and 
Bill Nighy as Dr Black are joined by 


Tony Curran as Vincent, 
"at Wall (EastEnders and Merlin) 


Morgan Overton (Sense and Sensibility) 
as Student 1, Andrew Byrne (Jekyll) as 
Student 2, Nik Howden (Ashes to Ashes) 
as Maurice, Sarah Counsell (Being 
Human) as Waitress, and Chrissie 
Cotterill (Wire in the Blood) as Mother. 
Guest-starring alongside James 
Corden in Episode 11, written 
by Gareth Roberts, are Daisy 
Haggard (Man Stroke 
Women) as Sophie, Darrell 
Heath as Avatar Man, 
Owen Donovan (Torn) as 
Steven, Babatunde Aleshe 
(New Tricks) as Sean, Jem 


as Michael, Karen Seacombe 
(Little Britain) as Sandra, and Kamara 

Bacchus (Beautiful People) as Clubber. 
The cast list for the final two-parter, 

written by Steven Moffat, has yet to be 

officially announced - but, trust us, 

it promises to be as amazing as the 

episodes themselves... 


the Fourth Doctor (Tom Baker), Sarah 
Jane (Elisabeth Sladen) and Harry (lan 
Marter), which follows the attempts of 
the silver giants to destroy Voga, the 
planet of gold. The other story in the set, 
Siluer Nemesis, was made to celebrate 
Doctor Who's 25th anniversary, and 

stars Sylvester McCoy as the Doctor and 
Sophie Aldred as Ace, in a complex tale 
of Cybermen, Nazis, Elizabethan witches 
and Gallifreyan superweapons - and BBC Audio has announced new 


an unbelievable cameo from American Doctor Who titles which will 

y ermen uar а П superstar, Dolores бгеуі be available later this year 
2 The following month, оп 13 Speaking exclusively to DWM, 
Tetra S C min to DUD | September, Sylvester McCoy's début commissioning editor Michael 
p 0 4 ! story as the Doctor, 1987's Time and Stevens says, "Readers of The 


JG не Rani, comes to DVD priced Daily Telegraph can’t have failed 
мі N р as Zoe. The Dominators also £19.99. Featuring Bonnie to notice that the issue dated 
has confirmed the titles of four — features Arthur Cox as Cully; Langford as the Doctor's faithful 24 April carried a covermount 
more Doctor Who stories that will || Arthur has been seen in companion Mel, and Kate disc of Doctor Who = The Runaway 
be available on disc later this year. Doctor Who as recently as O'Mara as the amoral Rani, the Train by Oli Smith, read by Matt 
Following the release of the Kamelion The Eleventh Hour, in which release of this adventure will Smith. Featuring the brand 
box set on 14 June, which will contain he played Mr Henderson. mean that the first outings for new arrangement of the theme 
the Fifth Doctor stories The King’s Demons Following on g August is all eleven Doctors (bar 1966's tune, this hour-long story will be 
and Planet of Fire, 12 July will see 1968's a DVD box set containing The Power of the Daleks, which available as a digital download 
The Dominators hitting the shelves, two Cybermen adventures, sadly no longer exists), will be and CD release later in the year. 
priced £19.99. The five-part story, which 1975's Revenge of the available to buy on DVD. Matt took time out of his very 
features the memorable diminutive Cybermen and 1988's Silver Further details on the busy schedule to read this story 
robots, the Quarks, stars Patrick Nemesis, RRP £29.99, bonus material that will be in late March, 
Troughton as the Second Doctor, Frazer — — Revenge of the Cybermen available on the dises will be where, Geoffrey Beevers 
Hines as Jamie and Wendy Padbury is an early adventure for announced in DWM soon. visited Bath in early April to 


read Terror of the Autons by 
Terrance Dicks, our Classic Novel 
Й offering for July. In the world 
. The Slitheen Excursion written 
by Simon Guerrier and read by 


PNR | E ІШЕ” Shameless and All the Small Things fame, Debbie Chazen is available from 
| й | E Î although Doctor Who fans will perhaps May, and Judgement of the Judoon. 

АА. Ç know her best as Lauren's school chum written by Colin Brake and read 

in the ‘Am I bowered' sketches on The by Nicholas Briggs is available 


Catherine Tate Show." from June, Both are unabridged 
readings of BBC Books." 


h 
“Asha is a no-nonsense, 
capable young 
woman with a 
tendency towards 
precociousness 
and a surprising 
ability to cope with 
the unexpected. She 
is played by Shelley 
Conn, who has starred in 
в many TV series - including Party Animals, 


ITUATION VAC 


second story of the fourth “Hugh is an amiable alongside Matt Smith, Her other credits 
season of the Eighth public school type who, — include Mistresses, The Innocence Project 
Doctor audio adventures released | though perhaps not and The Palace." 


by Big Finish, is set for this July. 
The story will see the introduction 


the brightest tool in the 


box, ishappytorushin > Doctor Who Adventures, the. 


ofa brand new companion for the where Time Lords fear "Theo is King magazine for younger readers, 
Paul McGann's Doctor = but just who to tread. He's played by of the Geeks: features a free Weeping Angel 
that will be won't be revealed until the James Bachman, who many an introverted mask in issue 164 (out now); 
adventure is released will recognise from his appearances in and computer- there's a messenger bag and the 
"The Eighth Doctor travelled with That Mitchell and Webb Look — for which savvy teenager chance to wina life-size Angel 
Lucie Miller (Sheridan Smith) for over he also wrote many sketches ~Saxondale || who knows in issue 165; a free stationary 
three years,” explains producer David and Beehive.” more about set and an Amy and Rory fact 


Richardson, “At the end of the Christmas gigabytes than he file can be found in issue 166; 
Special Death in Blackpool (the first өш does about girls. Theo is played by Joe and there's a free notebook and 
story of the fourth season), they parted “Juliet’s a tough Thomas, discovered in the Cambridge quizzes about Vampires and the 
company, and the Time Lord is now on cookie, A driven Footlights and one ofthe rising stars Dream Lord in issue 167. Matt 
the hunt for a replacement. In a bizarre and highly | ofthe hit comedy The Inbetweeners. Joe Smith's diary appears in every 
scenario, Situation Vacant sees four successful career also appeared in last year's Doctor Who issue. The mag is available from 
contenders competing for that coveted woman, there's audio from Big Finish, Castle of Fear." newsagents and supermarkets. 
opportunity to travel in time and space." nothing she won't do DWM has no idea who will make it on every week, usually priced £2.10. 
David talks us through the likely lads | to close the deal. Juliet's board the TARDIS — but as David says, Squeeeeeeeeee! [Don't ever print 


and lasses. played by Niky Wardley of Benidorm, “May the best companion win!” that word again, or you're fied — Ed] 


EYO 
TAR 


[2] 
David Tennant voices Spitelout in 
Dreamworks current 3D animation Hou 

to Train Your Dragon and narrates the latest 
Cressida Cowell Hiccup audiobook How to 
Ride a Dragon's Storm, Sarah Jane's Mona Lisa, 
Suranne Jones, and Neve McIntosh (from 
the forthcoming The Hungry Earth 
joined David for BBC One 


» 
Matt Smith graced the cover of April 


a first for a Doctor). Expect release 
priority for his movie Womb, in which he 
plays Thomas and required attention from 
à real Doctor while filming in the freezin 
Baltic waters, Meanwhile, Outcast with 
Karen Gillan as Ally has been screened at 
various film festivals recently 


> 
A second series of BBC One's Toni 
Night hosted by John Barro 


v. A Bit of To 
Jones with Eve Myles arrives on DVD on 1 

May, while Gareth David-Lloyd's band Blue 
Gillespie performs London gig 


23 May, Burn Gorman is Renwick in Ricky 


DOCTOR \ 


old Blood) 


Gervais’ movie Cemeter 
ran in the London Ma 


behalf of CL 


» 
BBC Four's Spri 


(who attended Scarb. 


Student Drama Fest 


tarring Mark Gatiss a 


Professor C 


> 


The Steven Moffat/Mark Gatiss modern day 


BBC One drama 


al conductor ov 


y Junction. Kai Owen 


rath April on 


ur ending in LA on 7 May 


'ough's Natio 


gent. Ben Foster has been 


d with Christopher Eccleston 


al in March) as Johi 


Lennon and Naoko Mori as Yoko On 


ack has been shootin 


three go-minute episodes in Wales and 


ondon with Euros Lyn joining as a dire 


Chris Chibnall has bee 


to write 10-part seri 


cable network Star 


» 


Tom Baker was the 


COMPANION 


ubject of Sky Arts’ 


ТТ) 


Dominic May tells us what Doctor Who's movers апа 
shakers have been up to away from the series... 


nfidence on 13 April and a panellist 


adio 2's And the Winner is... on 1 April 


Paul McGann takes part in Sonnet 1 
London 
May. William Russell has been shooting 


Almeida Theatre on g and 16 


ni new film about care homes 


aimed at promoting dementia awareness, 
Gerrards Cross nursing home. Bonnie 
Langford tours the US and Canada as 
Roxie Hart in Chicago until June, Richard 
Franklin played Sorin in The Notebook of 
at London's Finborough Theatre 
in April. 


® Friend r 
Dalek Operator Anthony Spargo is the 
Tin Man in the titles of BBC One's Over the 

w. Fellow Dalek Operator Barnaby 
Edwards launched audiobook co 
Tex ff 


‘ose downloads read by himself, another 


April providing poetry and 


Dalek Operator Nicholas Pegg and various 


actors including Miriam Mai 


tuff.com for 


> rd: 


directed by James 


wes (currently 

несе DCI Banks: Aftermath for ITV), won 
Broadcasting Press Guild Awards’ Best Single 
хоп 26 March with Peter С 
for The Thick of t. Amy Roberts won the 
Olivier Awards Best Costume Design for The 


ope on 21 March 


aldi Best 


» 1 

Catherine Tate, Ruth Jones and James 

Corden were among acts at the recent 
ain aid of Great 

уто Street Hospital, and 

ate appeared on Radio 

n 5 April. Further 

to DWM 418, Simon 

Nye's Omid Djalili 

BBC Two gu 


отебу (now titled Navid 
and featuring 

Stephen K Amos and Lisa 

Maxwell) filmed a pilot on 1 April 

nd Series Two of Reggie Perrin is being 


recorded for summer broadcast 


Ovre 0 


SatNav company TomTom promi 


0 
negotiate with Brian Blessed to use his 
voice ifa Facebook group lobbying for it 


attracts 25,000 members. 


[2] 


Billie Piper promoted BBC One's 


A Passionate Woman on Breakfast on 7 April 
and broadcast followed on 11 and 18 
Noel Clarke's 4.3 


John Simm narrated Inside the Perfect 
Predator (BBC One 25 March) and presents 
Manchester United's new DVD A Century of 
Dreams, June Whitfield plays May in May 
during Coronation Street's Blanche Hunt 


funeral storyline 


» 
Hubert Rees, who was the Chief Engineer 
in Fury from the Deep, Captain Ransom in The 


War Games, and John Stevenson 


in The Seeds of Doom, has 
recently died. Stuntman 
Max Faulkner, who 


also had small roles іп 


various stories from The 


Ambassadors of Death to 
The Creature from the Pit 
died recently aged 70. 
Stuntman Martin Grace, 
who played а Thal in Dr Who 
and the Daleks, died on 27 January 
aged 67. Tony Imi, film cameraman on The 
Faceless Ones, died on 8 March aged 72. [TL] 


- THE SPECIALS 


Discover the behind-the-scenes secrets of the Tenth Doctor's final epic 

adventures, in the latest DWM Special Edition. Researched and 
compiled by Andrew Pixley, packed with previously unpublished 
photos, day-to-day details of Doctor Who's production, and 
thousands of fascinating new facts — this is the essential guide 
to David Tennant's last adventures as the Doctor. 


The Doctor Who Companion: The Specials contains in-depth 
articles on 


s and 


plus the 2008 Proms Special 
and the Animated Special 


Available now from WHSmith and all good newsagents, priced £6.99 


PUBLIC 


S EVERYONE ON THE PLANET MUST 
surely be aware by now (well, the UK, 
anyway), Doctor Who has been one of 
the most phenomenally successful TV 
shows of the past five years = which in 
some ways has made this column easy to write. | must 
admit that I fear of one day having to write a Public 
Image column where I'd need to report that Doctor 
Who had received its lowest viewing figures for over 
20 years, and/or that the programme had dropped 
out of the weekly television viewing charts altogether. 
Staggeringly, the former would be true if Doctor Who 
drops below 6 million viewers = since its 2005 return, 
very single episode has reached that benchmark on its 
début screening. The smallest twenty-first-century 
Doctor Who audience remains 6.08 million for The 
Satan Pit in June 2006 ~a figure which would be 
celebrated for any drama on television these days. 

As for the latter point, a handful of Doctor Who 
episodes did drop out of the Top 100 chart back in 
the 1980s (as noted last issue), but if the same thing 
happened today it would require the show's audience 
to slip to around 2,5 million. This hasn't looked 
remotely likely since the show's comeback five years 
ago, and indeed since the 2008 episode Forest of the 
Dead, Doctor Who hasn't seen an episode miss the 
Top 10, let alone Top 100 — a remarkable feat when 
you take a look at the number of Coronation Street and 
EastEnders episodes vying for the top places. 

Five years after that triumphant Easter 
resurrection, many were keen to see how well Doctor 
Who would do without not only David Tennant — who 
had starred as the Doctor for the last four of those 
five years — but also Russell T Davies, who had been 
the head writer and executive producer ever since 
the big 2005 return. 


Pos TVSe day) 

1 Coronation Street (ITV1, Mon) 10.39m 
2 — Coronation Street (ITV1, Mon). 10.34m 
3 — EastEnders (BBC One, Mon). 10.00m 


5 Coronation Street (ITV1, Fri) 

6 — Coronation Street (ТИ, Fri) 

7 EastEnders (BBC One, Tue) 

8 EastEnders (BBC One, Fri)... 
9 EastEnders (BBC One, Thu) .... 
30  ATouch of Frost (ITVi, Sun) 
33 Coronation Street (ПМ, Thu). 
12 Emmerdale (ТМ, Mon) ... 

343 Emmerdale (ITV1, Tue)... 

34 Emmerdale (ITV), Fri) 

35 Emmerdale (ТУ, Wed) 

26 Emmerdale (Тул, Thu) 

27 Coronation Street (ITV1, Sun). 
18 Ashes to Ashes (BBC One, Fri) 
39 Jonathan Creek (BBC One, Sun) 
20 UEFA Champions League (ТУ, Wed). 


‘Audience figures for The Eleventh Hour 


BBC One screening (3 Apr) 
ВВС HD screening (3 Apr)... 

BBC Three repeat screening (4 Apr) 
BBC HD repeat screening (s Apr) 
BBC Three repeat screening (9 Apr) 
iPlayer йем... TBA — epi 


m Sp ry takes a look at how the Eleventh 
Doctor's début fared in the TV ratings war. 


“Come on, hurry up, it starts in a minute!” Viewers flocked to their televisions on Easter Saturday in their millions. 


Well, it may be too soon to draw conclusions 
after just one episode, but all the signs are as 
positive as they could possibly be, The début of 
Matt Smith as the Doctor (not to mention Steven 
Moffat as head writer) was watched by an average of 
viewers, split across The Eleventh Hour's 
simultaneous HD/SD screenings. This was made 

up by a figure of 9.59 million viewers on BBC One, 
while a further 0.49 million were watching in high 
definition on BBC HD, Although the two numbers 
aren't officially added together in the BARB ratings 
chart [see left], Matt Smith's total first night 
audience was slightly more than David Tenant's 
(whose festive début in 2005's The Christmas Invasion 
was seen by 9.84 million), The Eleventh Hour also 
gained the highest figure for a Doctor Who series- 
opener since 2005's Rose, when Christopher 
Eccleston made his first appearance as the Ninth 
Doctor, Overall, it is one of eight (out of the first 61) 
twenty-first-century episodes to be seen by over 10 
million viewers on first transmission — the others 
being Rose (10.81m), Voyage of the Damned (13.31m), 
Journey's End (10.57m), The Next Doctor (13.10m), The 
Waters of Mars (10.32m), The End of Time Part One 
(12.04m) and The End of Time Part Two (12.27m). 

The Eleventh Hour thus becomes the fourth 
consecutive episode to pass 10 million — the last 
time Doctor Wha enjoyed such a run was way back in 
1979, when eight consecutive episodes (made up of 
Destiny of the Daleks and City of Death) reached those 
heights when BBC2 was BBC1's only competition, 
with ITV temporarily off the air. 

The Eleventh Hour also extends Doctor Who's 
"Тор 10! success to 11 episodes in a row, and there 
was no doubt that Doctor Who was the biggest TV 
highlight of an Easter weekend that also saw a 
brand new episode of Jonathan Creek (co-starring 
Eighth Doctor Paul McGann and his audio 
companion Sheridan Smith) the first of the two- 
part A Touch of Frost finale (scheduled, frustratingly, 
directly opposite Creek), as well as the return of the 
1980s-set police/time travel series Ashes to Ashes. 


As you can see from the chart opposite, all of 
the above were big successes in their own right, 
but Doctor Who was far and away the highest-rated 
show of Easter Saturday itself. Number two for the 
night was BBC One's long-running hospital drama 
Casualty, which attracted 6.23 million viewers, and 
21st place on the weekly chart. It's a measure of 
how well Doctor Who's audience has been sustained 


over the past five years, that Casualty was regularly 
hitting the highs of eight or nine million viewers 
back in 2005, and often beating Doctor Who to be 
the number one show of the night 

ITV1, meanwhile, offered a repeat of the movie 
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (which 
bubbled around 3 million during the period it was 
head-to-head with Doctor Who), followed by a Harry 
Hill's Best of TV Burp compilation (3.89 million). 
After Doctor Who finished, ITV1's fortunes picked up 
very slightly, although Ant and Dec’s Push the Button 
could still only muster 4.34 million viewers. Again, 
it’s useful to turn the clock back five years — when 
Ant and Dec were the Doctor's main competition 
as Christopher Eccleston made his début. At that 
time, the duo were pulling in crowds of eight million 
(even when scheduled directly against Doctor Who), 
so it’s pleasing to see that Doctor Who's audience 
has been sustained, even if others have dwindled. 

One other intriguing factor in The Eleventh Hour's 
success is the number of viewers who recorded the 
episode to watch during the week, Roughly eight 
million watched ‘live’, meaning that approximately 
two million viewers ‘timeshifted’ the episode 
to watch at their convenience. Back in 2005, an 
episode such as The Long Game, for example, had 
roughly 7.5 million viewers watching ‘live’ while 
another halfa million caught up with a recording. 
As it becomes easier to watch our favourite shows 
in a number of different ways, we can expect more 
and more viewers to be watching at different times. 
However, with Doctor Who's total audience remaining 
astronomically high, we can be sure that it will still 
be on television for many years to соте... Å 
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| APRIL 
FRIDAY 30 

Audio Drama CD City of Spires 

by Simon Bovey (Sixth Doctor 


and Jamie} Big Finish £14.99 
Audio Drama CD The Lost Stories 
Point of Entry by Barbara Cle 
and Mare Platt [Sixth Doctor and 
Peri] Big Finish £14.99 

Audio Drama CD The Companion 
Chronicles: Shadow of the Past by 


Simon Guerrier (Third Doctor 
and Liz) Big Finish £8.99 


MAY 

MONDAY 3 
DVD The Creature from the Pit 
by David Fisher [Fourth Doctor, 
Romana and Ko] 2| entertain 
£19.99 

THURSDAY 6 
Talking Book CD Daleks: Mission 
to the Unknown by John Peel [First 
Doctor, Steven, Katarina and 
Sara, Read by Peter Purves and 
Jean Marsh] BBC Audio £12.99 


THURSDAY 27 
DWM 422 Panini £4.20 

MONDAY 31 
Audio Drama CD The Wreck 
of the Titan by Barnaby Edwards 
[Sixth Doctor and Jamie} 
Big Finish £14.99 
Audio Drama CD The Lost Stories 
The Song of Megaptera by Pat Mills 
{Sixth Doctor and Peri) Big Finish 
£14.99 
Audio Drama CD The Companion 
Chronicles: The Time Vampire by 
Nigel Fairs [Fourth Doctor, 
Leela and Kg] Big Finish £8.99 


Audio Drama CD The Companion 
Chronicles: Night's Black Agents 
by Marty Ross [Sixth Doctor and 
Jamie] Big Finish £8.99 


JUNE 
THURSDAY 3 


Talking Book CD Daleks: 

The Mutation of Time by John 
Peel (First Doctor, Steven and 
Sara Kingdom. Read by Peter 
Purves and Jean Marsh] 

BBC Audio £12.99 

Audio Reading CD 

The Hounds of Artemis by James 
Goss [Eleventh Doctor and Amy. 
Reader to be confirmed) 

BBC Audio £8.99 


16 DOCTOR ([) WHO масламе 


COMING 
SOON... 


ITE 


HE PRODUCTION OF THE 
infamous 1979 story The Creature 
from the Pit had more than its 


fair share of problems. But what was a 


nightmare for the crew has proved to be 
a boon to documentary producer Chris 
Chapman 30 years 

“It's often said, 
"that the mı 


documentaries to produce are the ones 


" confides Chris 
st interesting 'Making-Of 


which detail stories where everyth 


ng 
went horribly wrong, And The Creature 
from the Pit lurched into life with the 
wonderfully optimistic concept of a huge 
green flowing blob monster, squelching 


its way through the mines of Chloris. All 


other production issues on this story are 


literally dwarfed by Erato, so | opted to 
produce a very focused documentary for 
this DVD which concerned itself purely 
with the design, construction and use of 


the mighty beast himself! 


Key to this was getting visual FX 
maestro Mat Irvine on board as an 
interviewee. Mat had a horrid time or 
The Creature from the Pit, and was initially 
unsure as to whether he would want 
to revisit it! Luckily he came round 

realising that this was an opportunity 
to defend the best intentions of his very 
talented effects crew, Mat put me in 
touch with his visual effects assistants 
Steve Bowman, Steve Lucas and Morag 
McLean. Morag in particular was a 
revelation on camera — witty, dry and 
explaining how she had worked 
through the night to amend Erato's - um 

appendage. We brought the team 
back together again in Mat's home and 
workshop — and it was to see that 
none of them had forgotten the grisly 


honest 


details of Erato's construction, and that 
they all still got on so well 

"From their interviews the message 
came through loud and clear that 


this was a team of hard-working 
professionals doing their utmost to 
create the impossible, something that 
would only be attempted with CGI 
these days. 

There is also a less story-specific 
piece included on this DVD, focussing 
on a hugely important contributor to 
"With this having been 
director Christopher Barry's last 


of ten contributions to the series,” 


says Chapman, “it seemed an ideal 
opportunity to take a candid look back 
at his Doctor Who stories and his wider 
career, Christopher had always struck 

me as a complex man with an interesting 


love/hate relationship with De 


Who over the years, but his position 
in Who folklore ~ as the first person 
to direct Daleks, Patrick Troughton 
and Tom Bake 


significant figure. It was a godsend when 


makes him a very 


Christopher not only agreed to take part, 
but also invited me down to his home to 
get to know both him and his lovely wife, 
Venice, | was even more cheerful to be 
asked the following question via email: 
Do you drink Hooky beer? Or are you a 
wine-bibber? I wasn't quite sure what 
this meant, but | knew I was in! 
"Christopher was hugely helpful and 
regaled me with a host of great stories 
from his time growing up as an evacuee 
and his early work at the famous Ealing 
Studios. For the shoot, | wanted a great 
location that was familiar to Christopher 
and linked nicely into his favourite times 
on Doctor Who, so the picturesque village 
of Aldbourne seemed ideal — it had 
doubled for Devil's End in Christopher's 
classic story The Dzmons, in 1971. | hope 


that the result is insightful for anyone 
interested in Christopher's work, as well 
as a fascinating insight into the career 
path of a director over five decades, 


DVD 2|ENTERTAIN 


RELEASED 
PRICE 
FEATURING. 


WRITTEN BY 

FIRST BROADCAST 
WHAT'S IT ABOUT? 
Answering a distress call, the TARDIS arrives 
on the planet Chloris, The Doctor, Romana 
and Ко explore the lush, verdant world and 
discover what appears to be the remains. 

of a gigantic egg. Who = or what = has 
summoned the TARDIS? And what terrors 
await the travellers in ‘The Pit'? 


EXTRA FEATURES 

© Commentary with actors Lalla Ward and 
Myra Frances, director Christopher Barty 

val effects designer Mat Irvine 

© Christopher Barry: Director = overview of 
Barry's life, career and Doctor Wha work 

9 Team Erato ~ a look at the problems 
involved in designing the story's monster 

#9 Animal Magic ~ excerpt from the popular 
BBC: children's show, featuring Tom 
Baker in character as the Doctor on the 
set of The Creature from the Pit 

9 Photo Gallery 

9 Deleted Scene 

® Programme Subtitles and Subtitle 
Production Notes 

9 PDF material ~ Radio Times listings 

99 Coming Soon - Kamelion box set: The 
King's Demons and Planet of Fire 


and vi 


“Ultimately,” Chapman concludes, 
“our interviewees were all able to look 
back on Creature with awry smile and a 
dirty chuckle — much as fans of the story 
watch it now!" DAVID DARLINGTON 


As well as the 
fascinating (but painfull) memories of 
the designers, there's plenty to enjoy on 
this DVD, both funny and dramatic 


AUDIO ADVENTURES OF DOCTOR мно 


4 


WHAT'S IT ABOUT? 

The Doctor and Jamie find themselves 

trapped aboard the RMS Titanic, heading 
towards an appointment with destiny. But 

the iceberg isn't their only problem, Down 
inthe inky depths, something is hunting: 
something huge, hostile and hungry, | 


E 
HOW DO I BUY IT? Send a chegue, | 
payable to Big Finish Productions, PO || 
Box 3787, Maidenhead, Berks, SL6 ТЕ. 
Alternatively, phone the credit card 
оп 01628 824102 or email sales(bl 
or visit wunu.bigfinishaom 


HE SIXTH DOCTOR IS TAKING 
T Jamie McCrimmon for his first 

proper trip in the TARDIS. Hang 
on, first trip? How can this be? "This is 
the new Jamie, the Jamie that hasn't 
remembered the Doctor, and the Doctor 
decides to take him fora sort of pleasure 
cruise on the Queen Mary," explains The 
Wreck of the Titan's writer and director, 
Barnaby Edwards. "But the TARDIS takes 
them to the wrong place — it's not the 
Queen Mary, it’s the Titanic! And then 
strange things start happening, and 
it may or may not be the real Titanic, 
but that iceberg is looming, and all 
hell is going to break loose! And all the 
characters change, in this story. It's a 
story of metamorphosis.” 

Has being both the writer and the 
director affected Barnaby's approach to 
this story? “Oh, absolutely,” he nods, 

“I was fed up of directing big casts, so 

I decided to write this for as few people 
as possible - it's the Doctor, Jamie, and 
four others. And that meant | could have 
arguably the best cast we've ever had, 
because | had the budget to do it!” 

Barnaby's pride over the casting 
for this story is justified — it features 
the likes of Alexander Siddig (Star Trek: 
Deep Space Nine) and Miranda Raison 
(Daleks in ManhattanjEvolution of the 
Daleks and Spooks). “I play Captain 
Nemo," reveals Sid. "He's like this 
mythical fictitious Jules Verne hero. An 
exotic, swashbuckling hero of the deep! 


The Song of Megaptera | 


CTRESS SUSAN BROWN GRINS. 

“enjoyed that episode of Doctor 

Who with the aeroplane,” she 
reveals. "You know the one I mean?" 
What, Time Flight?! “With Lesley Sharp. 
That was brilliant, | thought, absolutely 
fantastic." Ah, right = Midnight. 

Susan, who appeared in last year’s 
Torchwood: Children of Earth as Bridget 
Spears, stars In this month's Lost Stories 
release, Originally written for the Fourth 
Doctor's era on television back in 1980, 
the script for The Space Whale, as The Song 
of the Megaptera was then called, was 
cancelled once, adapted for the Fifth 
Doctor, cancelled again, adapted for 
the Sixth Doctor, and cancelled again, 

before being resurrected by Big Finish. 
But Susan probably knows this already. 
She seems to be a bit of a fan. 

“I always loved Doctor Who, and always 
loved all the Doctors in their different 
incarnations,” she smiles, "Now, all 
these years later, to actually be working 
with so many of them is just fantastic! 
Listen, | started watching it when you 
weren't even а twinkle in anybody's eye! | 
started watching when | was a teenager!” 

Who are you playing in The Song of 
Megaptera, Susan? “I'm playing two 
characters today," she explains. “One 

is the chief engineer of a spaceship, 
and she's a bit of а bossy-boots, but 
she means well. She just likes a bit 


THELOSTSTORIES 


THE SONG OF 
MEGAPTERA 


of efficiency. My other character is 
somewhere between two- and four- 
thousand years old, and has lived in the. 
Megaptera for all that time, very happily, 
with her family!” 

ЧА factory ship is pursuing these 
space whales,” says writer Pat Mills, 
the space whales being the eponymous 
Megaptera, “and they're harvesting 
them for colony planets. The Doctor 
comes to the rescue, saves the whale, 
and gets sucked into the factory ship 
instead — and from then on, it's 
downhill all the way!” 

Pat has loved the experience of 
adapting his unmade television script. 
“| think audio actually makes you work 
that much harder," he considers. "And 
because it's part ofthe Lost Stories, no- 
one's saying to me ‘It's got to go this 


Explorer, inventor, general renaissance 
man. He's under orders from someone 
mysterious to get hold ofthe Doctor and 
his travelling companion 

“It’s all so very complicated, and 
there's a twist | can't talk about too 
much," adds Miranda, “I play two 
characters for the price of one! One is 
Miss Theresa Pilkington, who's a British 
adventurer in the Titanic era, and the 
other Mrs Myra Selfridge, who's a sort 
of New York tough cookie from 4o years 
previous. She’s forced into becoming 
an adventurer, but is much more of an 
indoor tavern type!” 

“This story is not set in Jamie's era," 
points out actor Frazer Hines, "but it's 
still old-fashioned enough = wood and 
balustrades and brass and stuff — that 
he can relate to it more than to a shiny 
silver dome and men in space helmets! 
Although it's a different time to his own, 
he feels a little bit more at home in it; 
there are things he can latch on to.” 
"They both get their independence," 
promises Barnaby of the Doctor and his 
companion. "Jamie is no longer a cipher, 
as he sometimes was on television. He's 
more of an active character — he saves 
the Doctor, and he has ideas — but the 
Doctor still has to rescue him! It's now 
less of a father/son relationship, and 
more like one of brothers...” DAN BERRY 


BUY IT BECAUSE: It has а superb cast 
and there's an amazing twist. 


Pat Mills 


WHAT'S IT ABOUT? 

In deep space in the distant future, a captain 
and his crew are hunting mile-long space 
whales on a vast harvesting ship. By pure. 
accident, they also capture the TARDIS. The 
Doctor and Peri must use all their wits to 
survive, But what is the creature running 
loose down below? And can the Doctor 

save the Megaptera before its song is 


extinguished forever i 


way, because that’s what we're doing at 
Big Finish’. It's seen as a historical thing. 
So | have that rare thing: a lot of creative 
freedom. And it feels natural, it doesn’t 
feel messed around with." 

And without the limitations of а 19805 
budget, perhaps Pat believes the story is 
stronger than ever? "| think so. Yeah, it is 
better.” DAN BERRY 


BUY IT BECAUSE: It's an opportunity 
to finally hear Pat Mills' Space Whale 
story, 30 years after it was written for TV! 


% MONDAY 7 
DVD/Blu-ray The Eleventh 
Hour, The Beast Below by Steven 
Moffat; Victory of the Daleks 

by Mark Gatiss [Eleventh 
Doctor and Amy] 2 entertain 
£15.99/£19.99, 

© MONDAY 14 

DVD Kamelion — box set 
containing The King's Demons 
by Terence Dudley [Fifth Doctor, 
Tegan, Turlough, Kamelion) 
and Planet of Fire by Peter 
Grimwade (Fifth Doctor, 
Turlough, Peri, Kamelion] 

a [entertain £24.99 

+2 THURSDAY 24 

DWM 423 Panini £4.20 

4) WEDNESDAY 30 


Audio Drama CD Legend of the 
Cybermen by Mike Maddox [Sixth 


Doctor, Jamie and Zoe) Big Finish 
£14.99 

Audio Drama CD The Lost Stories: 
The Macros by Ingrid Pitt and Tony 
Rudlin (Sixth Doctor and Peri] 
Big Finish £14.99 


Audio Drama CD The Companion 
Chronicles: Solitaire by John Dorney 
[Eighth Doctor and Charley] 

Big Finish £8.99 

Audio Drama CD Jago and Litefoot 
Series One box set [Henry Gordon 
Jago and Professor Litefoot 
Contains The Bloodless Soldier by 
Justin Richards, The Bellova Devil 
by Alan Barnes, The Spirit Trap by 
Jonathan Morris and The Similarity 
Engine by Andy Lane} Big Finish 
£30.00 (only if ordered direct from 
Big Finish before 1 June) 


july 

9) MONDAYS 

DVD/Blu-ray The Time of Angels) 
Flesh and Stone by Steven Moffat, 
Vampires in Venice by Toby 
Whithouse (Eleventh Doctor and 
Amy] a [entertain £15.99/£19,99 
42 MONDAY 12 

DVD The Dominators by Norman 
Ashby [Second Doctor, Jamie, Zoe] 
[entertain £19.99 

4 THURSDAY 8 

Talking Book CD The Awakening 
by Eric Pringle (Fifth Doctor, 
Tegan, Turlough. Reader TBAJ 
BBC Audio £12.99 

#9 THURSDAY 22 

DWM 424 Panini £4.20 

#2 SATURDAY 31 

Audio Drama CD Cobwebs 

by Jonathan Morris [Fifth 
Doctor, Tegan and Turlough] 

Big Finish £14.99 

Audio Drama CD Situation Vacant 
by Eddie Robson [Eighth Doctor) 
Big Finish £14.99 
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COMING 


SOON... 


Audio Drama CD The Companion 
Chronicles: The Guardian of the Solar 
System by Simon Guerrier [Sara 
Kingdom] £8.99 


AUGUST 

© MONDAY 2 

DVD/Blu-ray Amy's Choice by 
Simon Nye, The Hungry Earth/Cold 
Blood by Chris Chibnall, TBA 

by Richard Curtis [Eleventh 
Doctor and Amy] 2|entertain 
£15.99/£19.99 

© THURSDAY 5 

Talking Book CD Terror of the 
Autons by Terrance Dicks [Third 
Doctor, Jo, Brigadier, Benton, 
Yates] £12.99 

Audio Reading CD Ring of Steel 
by Stephen Cole [Eleventh Doctor 
and Amy] BBC Audio £8.99 
Soundtrack CD The Lost TV 
Episodes Collection (1964-1965) 
[Box set containing reissues of 
narrated soundtracks to Marco 
Polo, The Reign of Teror, The 
Crusade, Galaxy 4 and The Myth 
Makers, plus new bonus material 
First Doctor, lan, Barbara, Susan, 
Vicki, Steven, Katarina] BBC 
Audio £69.99 

#2 MONDAY 9 

DVD ‘Cybermen’ — box set 
containing Revenge of the 
Суреттеп by Gerry Davis (Fourth 
Doctor, Sarah and Harry) and 
Silver Nemesis by Kevin Clarke 
[Seventh Doctor and Ace] 

2 entertain £29.99 

© THURSDAY 19 

DWM 425 Panini £4.20 

#2 TUESDAY за. 

Audio Drama CD The Whispering 
Forest (Fifth Doctor, Tegan and 
Nyssa] Big Finish £14.99 

‘Audio Drama CD Nevermore by 
Alan Barnes (Eighth Doctor] Big 
Finish £10.99 


Audio Drama CD The Companion 
Chronicles: Echoes of Grey by John 
Dorney [Second Doctor, Jamie and 
Zoe} Big Finish £8.99 


SEPTEMBER 

#2 MONDAY 6 

DVD/Blu-ray Volume 4 by Gareth 
Roberts and Steven Moffat 
[Eleventh Doctor and Amy] 

2 |entertain £15.99/£19.99 

© MONDAY 13. 

DVD Time and the Rani by Pip and 
Jane Baker [Seventh Doctor and 
Mel] 2 entertain £19.99 

42 THURSDAY 16 

DWM 426 Panini £4.20 


All release dates are subject to 
change, and all prices are ВАР 


за DOCTOR UHO маслом 


AUDIO ADVENTURE BIG FINISH 


WHAT'S IT ABOUT? 

Leela, in her last moments of life, recalls 

a long-forgotten memory from the time 
that she travelled through time and space 
in the TARDIS. The Doctor was worried 
that Ко? increasingly bizarre behaviour 
might become dangerous. The Time Lord. 
decided to make a new model of his robotic 
hound, little knowing that the fate of all 
three time travellers had long since 


WE UME 
VAMPRE | 


TK AUDIO ADVENTURES OF DOCTOR мно 


1 All the latest Doctor Who audio releases previewed... 


The Time Vampire — 


T LAST! THE FIRST OF THIS 
month's two Companion 
Chronicles is the eagerly-awaited 


conclusion to the trilogy of adventures. 
starring Louise Jameson as Leela 

“I'd approached Nigel Fairs to do a 
third and final part to the Leela trilogy 
that began in The Catalyst, and carried 
on in Empathy Games," recalls producer 
David Richardson. "The framing device 
is that Leela has been captured by a race 
of aliens called the Z'Nai, and has been 
held in prison on a life support machine 
for years and years and years. This new 
episode brings that all to а conclusion!" 

And just how does it do that? “I'm not 
going to tell you!" grins David, gleefully 
“But The Time Vampire is an interesting 
one, because it's a very complex story. 
It's one of those that will probably 
require more than one listen — you'll 
learn new things every time you listen 
to it. But although it’s challenging, it's a 
very rewarding story. When I received the 
storyline, | was trying to work out how 
it would all fit together, but the finished 
script brings it all together brilliantly. 

"Nigel is а really beautiful writer," he 
adds, “I'm not saying he's beautiful, but 
his writing is very lyrical and emotional 
and poetic, and | know Louise Jameson 
is a huge fan of his. She instantly agrees 
to do anything he's written, without even 
having seen the script!” 


Night’s Black Angels 


HE FOURTH INSTALMENT IN 
т a three-part series? What's 

all that about? “Well, Night's 
Black Agents is effectively the fourth part 
of the Sixth Doctor and Jamie trilogy," 
explains David Richardson, slightly 
confusingly, about the second of this 
month's Companion Chronicles. "We tried 
a similar experiment last year, when 
we did the Key 2 Time trilogy of full-cast 
audio dramas, with a spin-off Companion 
Chronicle called The Prisoner's Dilemma 
which was an offshoot of that story. It 
was really successful — people loved the 
Companion Chronicle. When Alan Barnes, 
who's the script editor on the main 
Doctor Who range, was planning the Sixth 
Doctor and Jamie season, he suggested 
to me that it might be a nice idea to do 
another one. 

And so we have Night's Black Agents, 
which is woven tightly in to the trilogy, 
starting immediately after last month's 
City of Spires, and leading directly into 
this month's The Wreck of the Titan. The 
tight connections have meant some 
extra collaboration was needed at Big 
Finish. “It's quite an unusual one in 
that the Doctor Who main range and 
Companion Chronicles are usually quite 
distinct,” David explains. “We have 
different teams working on them. For 
this, we kind of crossed over, in that Alan 
script-edited Night's Black Agents. It was 
very important that he was on top of it, 
because it fits in in a very detailed way. 


You can listen to the trilogy without the 
Companion Chronicle, but if you do listen 
to the Companion Chronicle | think you will 
be rewarded.” 

Frazer Hines is, of course, legendary 
for his portrayal of the Second Doctor in 
this series. Will his rendition of the Sixth 
Doctor's voice be similarly accurate? 
“Having worked with Colin across the 
whole trilogy ~ because we'd recorded 
all three of them before we did Night's 
Black Agents — he'd got elements of 
Colin's performance down by osmosis,” 
David says, “and he's put those into his 
reading here! 
razer's just super. He was an 
absolute joy to work with across the 
whole trilogy, We had two and a half 
weeks working with him - he did the 
Sixth Doctor stories, Second Doctor Lost 
Stories, and two Companion Chronicles, and 
he adapted himself for every situation." 
And what are we allowed to know about. 
the plot of this adventure? “The Doctor 
and Jamie are on the moors of Scotland, 
and they find themselves chased by 
a legendary monster,” David reveals. 
“They seek refuge in a monastery, 
and are saved by a very powerful and 
mysterious man, and although he 
appears to be their saviour, what he does 
is purely on his own terms - he has his 
own agenda..." DAN BERRY 


BUY IT BECAUSE: It's а chance to hear 
Frazer Hines’ take on the Sixth Doctor... 


Like several other Companion Chronicles 
this year, The Time Vampire features two 
companions, with Louise Jameson as 
Leela joined by John Leeson as the voice 
of Ko. “It was Louise's idea that Ko 
should be in it, actually," David reveals. 
"Nigel sent me an email saying ‘Lou 
would like to work with John Leeson 
again, would we be able to get the 
rights?" Initially, | thought it wouldn't be 
likely, because Kg has his own series, 
and is also in The Sarah Jane Adventures. 
But it all came together — Bob Baker, 
who created him, was hugely supportive, 
and the Cardiff Doctor Who production. 
office passed on a message from Russell 
T Davies in Los Angeles saying, ‘Oh 
yes! They must have him! Marvellous, 
marvellous!', so I'm very grateful to both 
parties for supporting us.” 

And although David is unable to reveal 
much about the plot, he does sum up the 
feel of this story: "The great thing about 
itis that it just feels very authentic,” 
he smiles. “It's great having John and 
Louise back in the studio together. 
They've got that banter going, which is 
just so true to the TV series, It fits exactly 
in that 1977 ега!" DAN BERRY 


BUY IT BECAUSE: It’s got flippin’ Kg 
init! What more do you want? (It's also 
the long-awaited conclusion to a superb 
trilogy, but never mind that Ко!) 


реж Dacor and jie 
Frazer Hines and Hugh Ross 
Many ass 


WHAT'S IT ABOUT? 

Jamie McCrimmon and his new friend, 

the Sixth Doctor, find themselves lost on 
the wild moors of Scotland, where the. 
legendary Kelpie roam. The travellers are 
offered shelter by the Reverend Merodach, 
the minister of the parish of Lammermoor, 
and are welcomed to his castle, But strange 
forces are at work within its walls, and 
Merodach is not what he appears, Can the 
Doctor and Jamie prevent their powerful 
enemy from taking the TARDIS for himself? 


episode 1965 story The 
М Daleks’ Master Plan and its 
one-episode prologue, Mission 


[ =] HE MONUMENTAL TWELVE- 


to the Unknown were novelised by 
Target Books over two volumes in 
the late 19808. In May and June, this 


epic adventure is released as an 
audiobook, with two of the Doctor's 


companions from the time sharing 

n 

Je 

and Sara Kingdom respectively. 
“Our ‘Cl: 

is very much about making audio 


ration duties = Peter Purves and 


» Marsh who played Steven Taylor 


ssic Novels! project 


versions of the Target Books range, 
points out commissioning editor 
Michael Stevens, "so from that 


point of view this wa 


always going 
to be a two-book story. I arrived at 
the decision to have two readers 
because | knew both Peter and Jean 
would make excellent narrators, 
and it struck me that it would be 
interesting to ‘refresh’ th 


every few chapters 


The way | structured it is 
that Peter reads a chunk — several 
chapters = then Jean takes over, 
then it goes back to Peter, and 

so on. Pve been listening to the 
finished edit, with music and 
effects added, and I think it works 


really well. It's as if two friends are 


telling you a story. And whilst it's 
nice to hear two interpretations of 
certain characters, there's a lot of 
symmetry between Peter's narration 
and Jean's — | think they both 
enjoyed revisiting the story. On top. 
of that, you have Nick Briggs - who 
has provided the voice of the Daleks 
on TV for the last five years - playing 
the metal meanies," 

"| did my sections in my own 
little sound booth and sent them 
along," Briggs reveals. "And it was 
abit full-on, basically doing the 
whole of The Daleks’ Master Plan 


in an afternoon! In common with 
a lot of the early Dalek stories, in 
Master Plan their voice modulation 
changes from episode to episode, 
sometimes quite drastically, The 
modulation rate is really quite high 
and raspy in the later episodes, So 

| did slightly increase the rate to 
make them sound a bit more like 
that = but not too much, as I didn't 
want them to sound too unlike what 
a modern audience would think a 
Dalek sounds like. But people will 
recognise them as my Daleks!" 


m - 
"There's an enormous amount 

of planet hopping in this one," 

points out sound designer and 1 

composer Simon Power. “Оп 


Kembel, the story switches between 


3 


the steamy organics of the jungle 
and the harsh metallic feel of the 
Dalek Citadel, | wanted to make 
these really distinct from each 
other so in the jungle | put in lots 


of roars and growls from far off 
alien beasts. | also had fun with 


the Varga plants, and building 
suspense with a bank of shimmering 
processed violins as various victims 
get stung by them and begin to 
transform, The prison planet was 
more oppressive and wet, so plenty 
of squelching marshes and deep 
caves, Then they seem to spend 
about 10 minutes on Earth and then 
it's off to another far-flung Galaxy 
where th 


liens there are invisible 
and Peter does a great voice to 

which I added a bit of ‘gargle’, as 
they live in water sodden swamps. 


Since these relea 


ses are two 
halves of one story, presumably 
there's a lot of crossover betwe 
them henever there is a link 
between adventures," Power points 


out, #1 do like to use references in 
the music and FX that span both 
programmes. | did this with Logopolis 
and Costrovalua recently. So on these 
two, you'll hear some of the s 
music, and certainly the same FX. 


me 


And I composed a separate theme 
for the Daleks' citadel, with lots of 
rumbling drums and a brassy motif 
I loved the music in the 1960s Dalek 
feature films with Peter Cushing, 
and I'm always trying to emulate the 
feeling | got watching those as my 
choc ice dripped into my lap!" 
“Simon's music lends the 

production an epic, filmic quality,” 
Stevens concludes, “A night in the 
jungle of Kembel sounds absolutely 
ghastly!” DAVID DARLINGTON 


BUY IT BECAUSE: It's a classic 
adaptation of a classic tale! ПІ 


TALKING BOOK BB! DIO. 


RELEASED 
PRICE 
FEATURING 


READ BY 
WRITTEN BY 


WHAT'S IT ABOUT? 

When the TARDIS materialises on the 
planet Kembel, the Doctor, Steven 
and Katarina dicover that the Daleks 
are plotting with hostile aliens from 
across the galaxy to conquer Earth's 
solar system — by bringing about the 
destruction of time itself. 
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Letter of the Month 


nervous, to say the least moments when he is completely 
at how The Eleventh Hour was going new and shining: 
to be, but it completely surpassed Karen was so good too, proving 
y expectations. Matt Smith the perfect match to Matt's Doctor 
astic - completely David Tennant was my Doctor, but 
nd in every way Matt Smith, like those 10 before 
the Doctor. him, is now the Doctor. And that is 
There are those beautifi the most wonderful thing. 
liant moments, when he says (15) YORKSHIRE 
way, and you can imagine every 


Doctor before him doing the 


exact same. And there are those 


the sort at Doctor Who and Karen Gillan makes a brilliant 
oes best ely seems to companion - although special praise 
have a bit of the Troughton ‘clown’ in has to go to Caitlin Blackwood for 
t h I'm delighted to see, The — playing young Amelia Pond so well 
wh tory for Amy definitely Thank you, Steven Moffat, for writing 
ves us one of the most wel what is probably the funniest Doctor 
jed of compani Who story ever, even surpassing 
FACEBOOK Partners in Crime 
MIDDLESEX 
as fun, fast-paced and even 
this new Doctor will take time — Come on, admit it, didn't every 
The Doctor and Amy get going on their first series of adventures. Mind the crack! et use to, Не is quite funny. 1 like | single one of us scream with joy 
the look of the new desktop theme when Mr Smith, fully kitted out in his 
for the TARDIS and I think I have a beautiful costume, stepped through 
Matt Smith's Doctor is certainly yr crush on Karen Gillan. Where the hologram of his ten marvellous 
ave. | mean, eating fish fingers do I sign up for a kissogram? predecessors and introduced himself 
with custard is the bravest thing I've FACEBOOK to us all? This world is protected, and 
ever see the show is in safe hands! Goodbye 
FACEBOOK j just like to say that Matt Smith Leadworth, hello everything! 
є ' was absolutely and incontrovertibly 1 ER FACEBOOK 
There were many moments that Where cai ret those fish perb. I've nced the arrival 
caused me to jolt with excitement fingers? They looked awes f eight Doctors and not one of the What lingers in my mind the most 
fish-custard, "bow ties are cool!", th FACEBOOK | previous incumbents won me c about this brilliant episode is the 


Doctor whispering “thanks dear” to pletely as Mr Smith did in such a — wonderful camera pan across Amy's 


the TARDIS, Patrick Moore leering next t y do а “а te hort space of time figures of the Doctor and herself. 
from a laptop, Amy Pond mesmerised po yo an wh EMAIL Multiple generations of lonely 
by the TARDIS interior... Oh, I could Tom Baker and David Tennant w and not so-well-off children with 
go on! But it’s the “mad man in want to watch out for agine into a club. You meet magination made, and still do 
à box”, Matt Smith, that totally FACEBOOK meone make you laugh make, toys like this for themselves 
surpassed each and every one of my make you curious about them, make — These figures and dreams keep them 
expectations, Bravo, Doctor! Bravo! Creepy moments, laugh-out-lou you want to know them more. Yo, company for years. 

1 WALKDEN ^ moments, this opening st th get on like a house on fire FACEBOOK 

them all. The new era ha: making you forget your ex. By the 
The Eleventh Hour has to be the best the best possible st; end of the ev ng it feels you've So, the new companion is one of us. 
most promising opener for a new FACEBOOK | known them for years. That was what She's spent years painting TARDISes 
Doctor since... well... ever! I think t felt like watching The Eleventh Hour! — and making raggedy Doctors and 
Steven Moffat, the cast, and the It rattled such a pace that Who is still în safe hands drawing Doctor Who cartoons, and 
production team, have managed t didn't seem like 65mins EMAIL just like us — she's gone a bit mad 
to do that rarest of things, and the usi тудау things in the process. Never before has 
incorporate all the right compone: children scared. The 'crack in thi Matt Smith absolutely nailed the the show been so concerned with 
that make Doctor Who brilliant, in wall’ and the ‘corner of your eye" a aracter right from the word go, depicting a child's eye view — and, 
exactly the right proportions 
AUSTRALIA bu boxler 


Lots of people | know were unsure 

about Matt Smith. | told them he'd be 

excellent but they didn't listen. | can't ARGH wart m 

begin to describe how many people THAT PAINFUL 

I've said “I told you so" to so far! FREQUENCY? f 
1 ҒАСЕВООК 


After watching Тһе Eleuenth Нош 

lam well and truly converted to Matt 
Smith's Doctor. My first opinion on 
the new Doctor, of course, being, 
‘gosh he's a fussy eater! 


(17) MOSSLEY IT'S THE SOUND OF THOUSANDS OF DOCTOR WHO FANS 
ACROSS THE UK "SQUEE*ING AT THAT PICTURE OF A SEA DEVIL. 
YOU'D BETTER CLEAR OFF BEFORE I ROLL OUT THE ZYGONS. 


AND YOU TEXTED 


HYWEL: "I was autograph hunting at the press launch. Matt 
В Karen are lovely, obviously, but l'm amazed at how handsome 


k beautiful the new three who rule are! iz CHR 


the last hour, | have fallen in wuv with Matt Smith. I WUV HIM!" 


in the case of the young Amelia Pond, 
a dysfunctional child at that. Is it safe 
to turn out the light yet? 


MALCOLM STEWA 


RT EMAIL 


Hove the character of Amy Pond 
and the fact that she has been 
slightly damaged by the Doctor. 
My heart was breaking at the sight 
ofa little gir in a woolly hat sitting 
опа suitcase in her garden waiting 
-and knowing he wouldn't be back. 
Then to find out she had been to 
four psychiatrists as people thought 
she had imagined the ‘Raggedy 
Doctor’, of course she would have 
trouble trusting him... or herself 
for that matter, 

NICOLA JOHNSON FACEBOOK 


By weaving Amy into the fabric 
of a very intriguing story from 
the beginning, it managed, 
seemingly effortlessly, to give us 
à new companion, a new Doctor, 
a new TARDIS, some timey-wimey 
miscalculations, a sinister room, 
two new aliens, and a bold, wacky 
plan that seemed to perfectly fit 
the personality ofthis new bold, 
wacky Doctor. 

MARK SAUNDERS EMAIL 


If The Eleventh Hour is typical of 
what's coming up in the next three. 
months, then Series Fnarg will be 
one of the best ever. There really 
was nothing to fault with that. 
Would it be a bit extreme if we were 
to erect a golden statue of Steven 
Moffat, set it upon an altar and 
proffer burnt offerings? 

CHRIS LUX 


) FACEBOOK 


After seeing The Eleventh Hour I'm now 
afraid to go into the attic! Prisoner 
Zero may be fictional but still, you 
never know... “The Pandorica will 
open and silence will fall...” What 
does this mean?! 
MMET ОГ 


OHERTY EMAIL 


LEYSHON: ‘in e? 


ir, and before any eynic 
h n we should 


Brin 
Dear Murray Gold, please can | have 
my Bass Line back? | know you still 
have it somewhere in your 2006 
cupboard and | really need it back 
now. My 'Woo-oo' is just not very 
effective without my ‘Diddley-Dum’, 
you see, Ifyou can have a good 
search around I'm sure it can’t have 
gone too far, 

THE DR WHO THEME TUNE EMAIL 


| liked the bass line in the new theme 
being a bit more obvious, Kind of 
‘Old Skool’ charm. 

ИСК SMITH FACEBOOK 


жөке the Crack! 
Has anyone else noticed that there 
seem to be a lot of cracks in the 
universe? There's a rift in Cardiff, 
there was one in Pompeii (which is 
what gave the Sisterhood the gift 
of prophecy). And now little Amelia 
Pond has a crack in her bedroom 
wall. Forget the Doctor, what the 
universe really needs is a plasterer! 
VICKI CLIFFE PETERBOROUGH 


om television, in the DWM comi 


Doctor and Majenta Pryce in 


Iz The Pr h 
Wasn't The Crimson Hand [DWM 
416-420] just exquisite? Wonderful 
story and wonderful art! By far the 
best yet, And a fitting ending for 
the Tenth Doctor's comic strip 
alter ego. That last page, with that 
wonderfully dominating picture, 


‘Last night | dreamt of time and space, Tonight, The 
Eleventh Hour made those dreams come true. 
regeneration footage be colourized like the fourth episode of The Tenth 
jrpa оой! Had me fooled for all of 5 seconds!" DANIEL 
"Ive only been reading DWM for a few issues but it really 


LT: Will the lost Send us your m 


was so poignant. The final image 
of my Doctor! And as for that little 
blue hat on the gravestone... More 
powerful than words could describe! 
MATT TENNANT EMAIL 


That last instalment of The Crimson 
Hand was possibly the best comic 
strip I've ever read - and the 
final page was beautiful. Here's 
to the Eleventh Doctor and Amy 
getting stories of this outstandi 
quality 


ONNAN FACEBOOK 


Majenta Pryce, like Donna Noble, 
will never be forgotten, living forever 
in the Doctor's mind. DWM, you 
really have excelled yourselves this 
time. Majenta was the perfect all- 
round companion, bitchy, likeable, 
smart and a true friend to the Doctor. 
The Crimson Hand was mind-blowingly 
brilliant, Now it's all ended, | just 
want to бау... Majenta, you haven't 
ruined our lives. 


INANT FACEBOOK 


The Crimson Hand was the best comic 
strip | have ever read. Majenta Pryce 
has been the best companion in 
Doctor Who ever! Bring back Majenta, 
Empee, Violet and Scapht 

JACK KARIMI (11) EMAIL 


is the best magazine ever! g 


/OLDEED; "You meddling fooools' 


While Dan McDaid has done a 
wonderful job as writer on DWM's 
comic strip, | want to single out 
Martin Geraghty for his amazing 
work. He's been doing sterling art 
on the strip for years and I think he 
certainly ranks up there with Dave 
Gibbons and John Ridgway as one of 
the great Doctor Who artists! Please 
say he’s hanging around to show us 
the Eleventh Doctor’s adventures! 
MIKE HOWLETT EMAIL 


Martin will be 


$ Alone Vo 
I've always enjoyed You Are Not Alone, 
even though I've often found Neil 
Harris guilty of having to find the 
evidence to support his points... and 
I was prepared for another one of 
those columns this month. But then 
I found myself agreeing with him, 
about how for the companions, it's 
so much more of a final end than it 
is for the Doctor. And then the final 
revelation that it was the end for Mr 
Harris, too... well, you will be missed. 
HALL FACEBOOK 


from Мей Harri 


To say that I've enjoyed Neil's 
columns over the past three years 
would be a vast understatement. 
They've been humorous, thought- 
provoking, memory-igniting and in 
many instances, disturbing, Thanks 
Neil, for your words and for your 
talent. | hope to read you again soon. 
Until then, I feel that I am alone. 

CHI NSEN ILLINOIS 


Oh, how YANA by Neil Harris will be 
missed by myselfand many others, 
I'm sure. For me it's the first article 
I read when I settle with my copy of 
DWM, and it never fails to impress. 
So just to say thank you Neil, for so 
many thought-provoking moments, 
so many nods in agreement, and 
most of all, so many laughs. Thanks 
Neil, and goodbye for now... 

GRANT BULL SURREY 


She's smart, she's sexy and she knows 
the Doctor's future. But just who is 
River Song? Alex Kingston tells us 


more about her enigmatic character... 
NTERVIEW BY JASON ARNOPP 


h God, it's so 
« complicated!” laughs 
Alex Kingston, about her 


character River Song's 


timey-wimey relationship 

with everyone's favourite 

Time Lord. "She's met the 

Doctor before, although 

he hasn't met her before, 
in this incarnation, Except that he remembers. 
being David Tennant and seeing her die! So he 
knows her future, He knows the bits she doesn't 
know. All very tricky." 

The glam Surrey-born actress was a real casting 
coup for Doctor Who, having been most famous for 
her role as Dr Elizabeth Corday in long-running, 
but now defunct, US series ER, “The last couple of 
times I've been stopped in the street in the States, 
she reveals, "I was expecting them to say, ‘Ooh 
you were on ER’, but they've all said, "You're on 
Doctor Who!" That's amazing! The 
poster campaign for Torchwood in LA 


n enormous. 
where I live, 


but 1 haven't seen the same huge billboards for 

Doctor Who. Clearly, though, lots of people 

are watching it 

Alex freely admits that she 

thought her first Doctor Who 

appearance as “time-travelling 
ist" River Song = in 


e in the Library) 
f the Dead - would also 
be her last, Thankfully, she 
was wrong, as current two 
parter The Time of Angels/ Flesh 
and Stone ably attests 
“When I read these 
new scripts," says 
Alex, "it made total 
sense, how I could 
come back. It also 
made sense, just in 
terms of Steven Moffat 
starting the new season 
s exec producer with a lot of new 
d people on board. When I flew 
1 already been filming, 


over, I thought they'd 
but actually these were the first two episodes shot 


for this series, That was extremely clever, because 


it protected Matt Smith and Karen Gillan, giving 
them time to get used to the demands of filming 
but also time to find their characters, without 

the pressure and gla 


of the critics and the press 
watching them in Episode т. Probably, one of the 
reasons | 


as brought back was because I'd done 
it before and could support Karen and Matt, Of 
eat to be 


course, they didn't need it, but it was 
there for them anyway." 

Has Alex been made privy to Steven Moffat's 
grand masterplan for River Song? 

“No, I've had to figure it all out for myself! 
Steven tells mea little bit, but he seems to already 
have all these amazing threads planned in his head, 
Then again, I don't know whether Steven wrote 
‘the crash of the Byzantium’ in the Library story, 
then thought about how he could actually turn 
that into a story, or whether he already had it all 
planned, Knowing Steven, he probably had it all 
planned, because he is a walking computer in that 
respect. Quite extraordinary! 


"For 
thougbt, 


some reason I sudde 
‘Oh my God, is . 


what the director said! Because 
both of them have maybe come 

to separate conclusions about 
what's going on with her. So in the 
end I tend to think, "VIL just play it, and leave it up 
to the audience to decide!" 


These two episodes were partly shot in testing 
acons. Alex remembers 


absolutely awful. It poured 


conditions on the Brecon В, 
the weather as being 
with rain every single day, For those three weeks, 


we were constantly having to run out from under 
umbrellas, say а litle bit, then get back under the 
umbrellas! For Matt, to have to find his character 
when he's being hampered by these conditions... 
I mean, it was just not fair, but there was nothing 

we could do about it, He coped really well, Perhaps, 


ina sense, I think the bad conditions prevented him 
and Karen from thinking too much about things 
like, ‘Ooh, is anybody going to like те?" All they 


were thinking about was, ‘Oh my God, can I do this 
before another rain shower comes?” 


his mother?’ But I still think 
she’s the Doctor’s wife... 


“Whenever I ask him direct questions about 
River's relationship to the Doctor, he goes towards 
answering, then... doesn’t completely fulfil that 
promise! I think Steven always likes to have a 
door left slightly ajar in case he decide: 
a left-turn! I was very sure that Riv 
Doctor's wife. Very, v 


to make 


twas the 
y sure, Then, for some 

reason, I suddenly thought, ‘Oh my God, is she 
his mother? 


So now, 1 don’t know any more. 
but [still think she's his wife,” 

Does River Song’s complex and enigmatic nature 
lend the role welcome layers of challenge? “Yes, 
that’s the joy, because you don’t know what's going 
to come next and it's completely unpredictable. 
When I read these new episodes... I thought 1 
knew who she was. Then, in these episodes, very 


8 been there 


teasingly, she's been in prison! Sh 
for quite a long time... so suddenly I'm learning 
about another side of my character that I didn't 
know before. That's fantastic, because it just allows 
you to play so many different colours. Every once 
ina while, РИ go up to the director and say, ‘Hang 
ona minute 


do I know this?” or "What does this 
mean?” Then ГІЇ go to Steven and ask, to which he 
might giv 


an answer which directly conflicts with 


Ofall the Doctor Who guest stars who've had to. 
contend with stunt wire-work, Alex Kingston is 


absolutely loved 


surely the most enthusiastic. 
having to fly through space in those lovely shoes 
with that handbag,” she gushes, "But just as I'd 
worked out exactly how to position myself and hold 
my muscles, so that I could fly horizontally, I did 

it and they said, ‘Okay, moving оп I just wanted 

to carry on playing all day! I want to do more wire 
work: a Chinese martial arts movie where Г can 


fight with some sort of lightsaber, flying around in 
space killing people!” 


lex grew up watching Doctor Who in England 
(“Didn't everyone?”) and admits to having 
been “absolutely terrified by it. But still 
do get terrified by things = even though I'm in the 
business! If watch a film, I can't step out of myself 
and go, ‘Oh Alex, it's all just fake blood’, I totally 
get involved.” 

This was certainly the case when Alex first read 
the Library scripts, "I was already living in America 
when Russell T Davies revived Doctor Who, so 
I didn't really know anything about it, until I was 
asked to do the show. Perhaps I shouldn't really 


admit this. 


but when I read the script, I cried 
about my death! And because I had that emotional 
response, I knew I should do it.” 

Alex allowed her eight-year-old daughter Salome 
Violetta to watch *Silenc 


n the Library just once 
but she found it scary. Then she came over to join 
me for the last week that I was filming this new 


story. I couldn't quite explain to her about the 
Weeping Angels, so let her sit down and watch 
Blink... and she was actually all right. 1 think that 


was because she'd been on set, so could see the 
wires and the performance artists getting into the 
Angel costumes, It was also because people didn't 
die in Blink = they just ended up somewhere else, Ав 
an adult, you think, ‘Oh my goodness, how sad is 
that?', because these victims are living life in a time 


that wasn’t meant to be. A child doesn't necessarily 


understand that concept, This time around, 
though, the Angels are absolutely out to get the 
humans! Nasty.” 

Having worked with both David Tennant and 
Matt Smith, Alex is obviously in a strong position to 
compare and contrast the two fine actors. So let's 
ask her to do just that 

“Well, Matt seems slightly more г 


ad professor 
ish. I think that's more to do with his look, with the 
tweedy jackets, braces and bow tie, But you cannot 
actually box him under that label, because he’s not 
there's something slightly laddish about him as 
well, He's kind of sexy. He's got a sort of a sw: 


that you wouldn't associate with a mad professor 
He's flirty, and David sort of... wasn't, As the 
Doctor, he was absolutely sort of straight-down- 
the-line, He was fantastic, and smart, but I never 
felt... I mean, his Doctor had moments where he 
slightly felt love, but he never really allowed himself 
to feel love, because he was on a bigger mission. 
With Matt's Doctor, I think there's plenty of room 
for more playfulness. 

Who knows? One day, if River returns for a third 
adventure, we might get to see such playfulness 
first-hand... 


постопффшно млохане 23 


Steven Moffat, Karen Gillan; Caitlin Blackwobd and Matt Smith talk 
through the introduction, and re-intføduction fof Amelia ‘Amy’ Pond... 


/ 
FEATURE BY BENJAMIN COOK. SCRIPT EXTRACTS ву STEVEN MOFFAT 
à і 


F , 
` ` 
e 


| | DOWN TO EARTH... | 


on the train, at 


j 
IN THE NIGHT 
GARDEN... 


Caitlin Bla 


Why did he say five minutes? Р Ера 
де ¿< ry p 


tell you!" | said, ‘What?!’ She said, ‘No, i cousin Nathan is a big, big fan. I'd go to his 
Mum has to tell you.' Mum came through i house sometimes, and he'd want to watch 
and said, They're looking for а little girlin ; й, so | would watch it with him." 


ckhitiood AMELIA POND 


art 


"She's а — what? — seven-year-old, Um. 


I'm thinking how I can explain it." i Doctor Who, and Karen has signed you up." 4 
i I was like, "YEAHHHH!" I didn’t know 
4 л, Fight? could actually act. But I think I want i ho, s 
f Nha s Ameli Doctor? і to keep on acting." i "Yeah, but I think he was really, really happy 
“She thinks he's funny. A bit crazy. It's fun £ i forme, too. Everybody was excited that I'd 
working with Matt." і і got the part.” 


“1 had a lot of people helping me. We went 
t about with Karen? over it lots and lots of times, until knew į Doy i 

“That feels a bit odd, but I’ve loved it. We'd È them really well. I've got three brothers i "YES! [Huge grin] But they announced it in 
never met before Doctor Who, because live È anda sister, and they all took turns reading ; assembly. That was embarrassing. | hadn't 
in Northern Ireland, and Karen lived in i my lines. Some of them made me cry when told anybody, so it was a bit of a shock.” 
Inverness. We met for the first time ever at reading my lines.” 
the readthrough.” 


om 


him for real 


———— 


So, is this your first ac “Yeah. But it’s okay.” “l think Pll watch, 105 going to be really 
“Yeah, first ever.” i i weird, though, to watch myself on screen." 


Yeartbeat later. TH 


“It was the first day of the summer i *| remember Karen being in it once [2008's i ? 
holidays. ! was in the garden and my { The Fires of Pompeii, in which Karen played a і “I'd say seeing me and Karen on screen. 
Auntie Jackie said, "I've somethingto | : soothsayer), and I watched it then. And my It's going to be pretty freaky." 


Ж pocron (i) шко MAGAZINE 27 


In Chapter 2 of 
AA Milne's The 


te, qis House of Pooh Corn 


(published 192 
ntroduced to the character 


lia Pond 


sorry 


Winnie-the-Pooh! - is woken up 


with a start in the middle of the 


ni by a noise outside. It's not 
a noise that Pooh ha heard 
ы. before. Rather bravely, Pooh gets 
i B upand opens his front door... only 
= to be confronted by the newly 
" regenerated Doctor - sorry, Ті ! 
p he morning, Pooh serves 
y for breakfast. Although 
Tigger had said that he likes 
everything, he decides that Tiggers 
= like everything except honey — so 
м dt = Pooh takes him to Piglet's house, 


to try haycorns. “Thank you, Pooh," 


says Tigger, "because haycorns is 


really what Tiggers like best.” 


A littl 


while later, 


glet pu 


of haycorns towards 


Tigger, and said 
“Help yourself,” and 


then he got 


ot 
т то: Pooh and fel 


Wel 


well!" in a careless sort of voice 
Е 


Ви 


gger said nothing because his 


mouth was full of haycorns 


After a long munching noise he 


aid: “Ee-ers 0 i a-or 
And when Pooh and Piglet said 
What 


outside for a moment 


and went 


he said 


005 ee 


en he came back he said 


l'iggers don't like haycorns 


you said they liked 


hing except honey,” said Pooh." 


ything except honey and 
haycorns," explained Tigger 
When he heard this Pooh said 


1, I see!" and Piglet, who was 


rather glad that Tiggers didn't 
like haycorns, said, "What about 
thistles?" 


Thistle 


" said Tigger, “is what 


T'iggers like best." 


From The House at Pooh Corner, by AA 
Milne. Chapter 2, *In Which Tigger Comes 
to the Forest and Has Breakfast" 


After trying thistles at Eeyore's, 
and deciding that thistles are too 
prickly, Tigger heads to Kan 


the kangaroo's house, and rejects 
every foodstuff in her cupboard.. 
nga's son Roo 


taking Extract of Malt, which is 


until he sees K 


what Kanga gives Roo as medicine 
Tigger swipes it from Roo's spoon. 


Extract of Malt, it turns 


out, is Tigger's 


— 


favourite food! 
But if only he'd 
tried fish fingers and 
custard first 


INT. AMELIA'S HOUSE LANDING -- 2 
a blurry shot, resolving to 
тик DOCTOR, эрта» ied on the 009г. 

(m: 
white mal mid-twenties 


me some back-UP; 


e Doct struggling to 

actor, strugg ° š 

Em 5 = не looks blearily ® 
iator- 


it still. 
oi, you! sit St^ 


ynd. He's 8 


trom the 
the far end trom 


radiati 
to see 
а. Young, in 
A POLICEMOMAN. Young, ій at 
and looking sternly 4 


him. 


Ohh! 
(Feeling at 
t bat! 


his head] 


cricke 


yoo were bre 


(heaping up, 
that's 


well, 
just what 


head, 


po you want to 89! 


the мау. 


wang on, no, Wai 


and you're break 
this works? 


But what are 


ates — looky 
looks Suriously at him 


Amelia pond? 


Yeah, Amelia, 


I promised her 


Phasing, 


How Long? 


She looks at him 
he doesn't know 


Six months. ГІ 


“It feels quite bizarre,” 

Karen tells DWM, 

a few days before 

transmission of The 
Eleventh Hour, “to think that people 
are actually going to watch it. You 
sort of forget, You're quite aware of 
itat the beginning, of what you’re 
getting yourself into, but then you 
settle into it, and it just becomes 
what you do every day 

“It feels like a massive security 

breach, frankly," agrees Matt, 
"because we've spent all this time 
protecting the information, and 
then suddenly everyone's going 
to see it- this world that we 
work in every day. In a few days' 


time, everyone's going to have 
an opinion on it, and it actually 
becomes theirs, it becomes 
everyone else's — which is what 
it's meant for, it's what we're all 


aiming towards, obviously — but it's 


не stirs, 


мач 
rom off) 
break 
him restra 


sit up now, 


this- 


jlia's landing (Є 
still on Amelia 
til ану 


er twenties, 
her зв been tå 
i'm getting 
aking and en 


energised) 
s much better. 
it needed. 


әр now? 


mg and en 


You doing + 


+ curious, 


2008 DAY 


murma 


ing and entering. 


his hand cuffed 10 the 
finds his 


AMY (CONT'D) 


he 

uffed to th 
looks 

door]. The Doctor 


English accent 


р pretty: É 
very pretty to he 


radi 
iking i 4225 


THE DOCTOR 


cricket bat. 


виї 


tering — 


THE DOCTOR 


Brand new me, WDA 


AMY up on 
2 I've got back"! 


тив DOCTOR 


a policewoman. 
AMY 


you see how 
stering - You 8 


THE DOCTOR 


ге? Where's Amelia 


little 


THE DOCTOR 


tilting h 
‘ng her head ~ like 


0'5 bemused 


been mine for nine months, and 
I don't want to let it go!” 

“It’s kind of the crunch time,” 
adds Karen. “But I'm intrigued 
to know how it goes down." Will 
she be watching? “1 always watch 
myself. That's how I improve." 
But watching it with other people 
- “Now, that is cringy," she 
concedes. “I remember me, and 
Matt and Arthur [Darvill, who 
plays Rory] watched the first cut 
of Episode 1 together, with Steven, 
Piers (Wenger, executive producer] 
and Beth [Willis, executive 
producer]. Everyone was there. 
Arthur had a jumper on his head, 
Matt had his hood up, and I had my 
coat over my mouth so that no-one 


could see my expression! Because, 
I don't know, it's Episode r, and 
it's this big thing. But actually we 
relaxed and really enjoyed it as we 
got further into the episode." 


BREAKING AND 
ENTERING... 


“T first read this 
script for my recall," 
explains Karen. 
“Before then, I knew 
nothing about Amy. In the first 
audition, ГА been told it was а 
character called Lucy Sparrow or 
something. Then I got this script, 
and I was just so excited. You meet 
Amyasa little girl, but you don't 
necessarily know it's her straight 


A longer version of this 
line of dialogue was 
scripted, but it didn't 
make the final cut: 

the Doctor ex 
“I'm a really good swimmer now. 


“I can swim claims. 


f 


away. Even when you meet older 
Amy, you don't know that they 
the same person until later in the 
story. That's such a lovely way to 
meet the companion, because it 
gives you this connection with 
her, and understanding of her. 
You sympathise with her, I think 

because of the Doctor not 
coming back, and the pain that it's 
caused her." 


that's 
new! Eyesight, welcome back! 


Oh, and excellent at football 


Right-handed, blood pressure's 
down a bit. Ooh, nice kidne 

- hang on, no, wait — you're а 
policewoman." 


g 
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оостоп фшно 


— зо DOCTOR f ШІ macazine 


Cats don't obey 
t kind of d 
n't really 
you can train а 


in Episode 1 wa 


soing to happen 
all the stuff that h 


upposed to 


hen? Thursday 18 March. MS: "Yes. I hope they enjoy it, and I'm 
Where? Cineworld Cardiff. — proud to be representing you. Although! 
Who? Ah, well... "Can Apparently, the man who discovered DNA 
everyone hear us at the [Francis Crick] is from Northampton, so my 
back?” calls out Matt Smith, to the cinema i fame has been usurped.” 
full of journalists. “Yes, Doctor!” shouts 
back someone, It's Mark Gatiss, writer of 
Victory of the Daleks. “It’s like Question Time," 
grins Matt, as the journos raise their hands. : Steven, what was scarier for you: watching 
(For extra points, see if you can guess which ! Doct 


“How did we get to DNA?! [Laughing] 
Do you get why we cast him?” 


hat 


as a kid, or finally realisi 


publications asked which questions...) i you're th n in control? 
і “There із nothing scarier than watching 
Given that David Tennant wasn't i Doctor Who as a child, Scarier than Tomb 
representing Scotland as Doctor Who, how of the Cybermen or Terror of the Autons? 
important was it that Am ottish? Í Are you mad?!" 
“Well, the Doctor can’t be H 
Scottish: he's from Gallifrey! Amy's Scottish 
because Karen's Scottish, and she gave favourites? 
the best audition. There wasn't a Scottish *| know you're supposed to discriminate 
agenda." i and say, ‘I like this bit better than the other 
“First Scottish companion i bit,’ but I like them all. Shut up about having 
No! There was... Jamie McCrimmon is it?” opinions! It's just the most entertaining 
Matt Smith: “[Grins] He's great, isn't he?” : thing that British television has ever done. 
"He's broadly speaking Scottish, yes." Full stop." 
MS: “Hear, hear,” 
“I've sometimes pretended in public, 
in Northampton [his hometown}? + to sound cool ~ as cool as a Doctor Who fan 


Which eras of the show are your personal 


Matt, do you have a m 


for your fans 


MAN AND DOG! 


14 October 2009 


DWM is in Rhymney, 


nall towr 
s - шап old hou 
Ikie-talkie people, 
Chis is the 
tairs to the 


Matt Smith handcuffed to a radiator 


ind Karen Gillan standi 
him, in a police 
I ith a do 


ve bark 


The dog just grins at them, and 
saliv; little 
he already has a ( as his 
j twice, 
the Dead, 
I o in an RSC 
productic Merchant of Ve 


ot really the las 


can sound - that | liked one bit better 

than another bit, But I think it's all brilliant. 
| just love Doctor Who. It's got the Doctor 

in it! And Daleks! And spaceships! What 
more do you want?" 


Matt and Karen - one of the many good 
about this first episode is the 


How did you get the chemistry right? 
MS: “Well! [Laughing] No, it's been a 
teal slog.” 

“It’s always developing.” 
MS: "We're a real team. We've grown very 
fond of one another, haven't we?" 


Have you had any conversations with your 
respective predecessors? 
MS: “I got a text off Billie Piper, who 
played Rose Tyler] this evening, saying, 
‘Good luck." 

"You realise she's not your 
predecessor?" 
MS: “1 have with Mr Tennant'as well, who 
is just a glorious man. I couldn't have 
wished to inherit the role off someone 
more gracious, and giving, and kind, and 


an I have some quiet, 
calls Third istant Director 
Heddi-Joy Taylor-Welch. "The d 
needs to concentrate 
“We want yc 
mouth as wide a 
director, Adam S 


actor Marcello M 


over-t op, Marcello. Sort of I 
this —" Adam bears his teeth for 
Marcello to see. 
Did you know that Ma 
iconic kid's T е 
ОН МҮ GOD, NO WAY! 
exclaims K 
the news 
tw IHAT'S AMA 
"You're a penguin, Marcello?" 
ou kept that quiet. 
You sly de 
al dog is refusi 
cock his head on cue. This could 


take aw “Time tc 


"Мо, not really — as if 


+ encouraging. He has said, if | ever feel like 
f phoning him, then he'll pick up and talk 
i tome.” 


i Karen, do you think that Amy is the 
+ sexiest assistant of recent years -? 
“[Interrupting] Yes." 


i And is Matt the sexiest Doctor? 
“| - ooh dear. [Thinks] At times, 
i maybe.” 
+ MS: “At times?! No, | think Karen is 
i absolutely... | mean, look at her. She's а 
i remarkable specimen! | think categorically 
i she is the sexiest companion that has 
i ever lived.” 
i “Thank you for skipping past sexiest 
і executive producer.” 


illie Piper nicknamed David Tennant 
David Ten-Inch”. Karen do you have a 
similar nickname for Matt? 

“Oh God! Um —” 

^| would tread so carefully here.” 
i “1 don't know! Although, Matt did run 
i around set in his pants the other day.” 
і MS: “Yes. Yes, Yes, | did." 


V 


Amy confronts a creature that’s half-man, half-dog and half-penguin... 


“The fun th 
ibout this « 


s Steven 


with his head still cookir 
1 what he e look 
5 that just ч stop. It's almost 
for hir ho 


w life, and he 


"For a scripted reason! [To Matt:] Just go 
with my explanation." 


What feedback have you had from the 
fans so far, and have you had any unusual 
requests? 

“Lots of lovely letters. Some weird 
requests," 
MS: "There's one ‘mad’ = in inverted 
commas — fan who compares me to a 
hedgehog a lot, which is puzzling,” 


Once this goes out, you’re going to get 
а lot more attention - male, female, 
whatever you're after. Matt;are we going 
to see you falling out of nightclubs with 
pneumatic blondes — and Karen, with a 
footballer on your arm? 
MS: "Work is my mistress. We work nine 
months a year, so we don't have time to fall 
out of nightclubs with — what's a pneumatic 
blonde?!" 

“It’s a new invention, mate. 
We've done blondes, so they invented 
pneumatic ones." 


Steven has said how he was looking to 


The Ch 
)octor 
his back; this time 
sit down! Or s at the limit of 


ith no friends and 
o help him - and the 

rom the moment 
from the TARDIS. 


No friends, no help, no choice!" 


i castan older man, but then you came 


in with this mix of old and young - and 
looking at you, I can sort of see why. 


i MS: "Has age wizened me?! Well, 
+ don’t mind that, actually. I take it as 
i acompliment." 


i So, is that how you'd describe yourself? 
+ MS: “Hopefully, I've got a young face 

i and — | don't know, really. How do we 

| see ourselves?” 


“Your vocabulary is quite old, 


+ You sound like an old man." 
i MS: “Um = thank you? (Laughing) 
; 105 flattering, really." 


+ Did you have any say in what your Doctor 


gets to wear, Matt? He’s part librarian, 


i part member of JLS, 


MS: “Well, | — JLS?!” 
"(То Matt:] It’s a popular beat combo." 


і MS: “The day you see JLS in a tweed jacket, 


| will eat my hat." 
“And you don't have опе.” 


Í MS: “Well, lm already working on that. 


I think this particular Doctor's costume 


+ will constantly evolve.” ІШІ 
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BRAND NEW ADVENTURES 


DOCTOR й 


WHO ||. 


40 YEARS AGO THE DOCTOR AND 
JAMIE McCRIMMON WENT THEIR 
SEPARATE WAYS. 


THIS MONTH, THEY'RE BACK 
TOGETHER FOR NEW ADVENTURES 


STARRING 
COLIN BAKER AS THE DOCTOR 
AND FRAZER HINES AS JAMIE 
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STLL, 
Д HAS TO BEAT 
LEADWORTH 
ANY DAY OF 
THE WEEK! 


YOU ARE UNAUTHORISED 
PERSONNEL! HALT! RAISE 
YOUR HANDS OR YOU 
WILL BE NEUTRALISED! 


SCANNING 
IR CONCEALED 
WEAPONRY. 


GOTTA ADMIRE THE 
EFFICIENCY! 


UNAUTHORISED. 
DEPARTURES. ARE 
PROHIBITED! 


TAKE US TO YoUR 
PROGRAMMER/ 
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ростов! 
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Continuing his look at the Doctor's incredible machine, The Watcher 
peeps into the police box to see how it's changed over the years... 


nd so the TARDIS has changed. 


both inside and out, the Docto 
trusty ship has undergone a radical 
makeover. For younger viewers. 
come as а bitofa 
but it’s certainly not the 


first time that this 


this might hav 
shock 
ort of thing 
s happened. 
Just like the miracle of the Doctor's own 
ing TARDIS 
ne-plan 
dually, born of the necessity to account 


regenerations, the idea of  self-rene 
n't really part of the show's original 
itevoly 
for design changes rather than any pre-ordained 
masterplan, Subtle alterations start to creep in 
s the show 
until the 19708 that we begin to 
redesigns and seripted ackn 
hat the TARDIS has been carr 
redecoration’ — a phenomenon mentioned in T 
Time Monster and The Invisib 
Both The Im 
the idea that the TARDIS interior can be rema 


J at the touch of a button: in the 


Enemy amon} 


я of Time and Castrovalva explore 


1 scene in which three separa 
interior doors lead impossibly into the same 


“What have you got 
for me this time? 


(THE ELEVENTH HOUR) 


room (“I wish you'd stabilise your pedestrian 
infrastructure,” grumbles Chancellor Вогива). This 
usefully explains why there's so little consistency 
garding what lies directly beyond 
the control room, not to mention the fact that the 
mahogany-panelled second control room of the 
mid-19708, discovered deep in the bowels of the 
TARDI 8 to hi 
leads straight out ofthe ship, 
$o just how big is the TARDIS? «Не 


rejoins the Fourth Doctor when Sarah Ja 


somehow mana door that 


him this very question in The Masque of Mandragora. 
Relative dimensions, you see, no constants.” In 
the light of the fluctuating e 


the years, “no constants” s 


idence we've seen over 
ms about right, In 
the early days there's no real sense that the ship 
interior is any t 
house. In Th 
inside to look for Susan and emer 


than, say, an average-sized 
Keys of Marinus, Barbara even pops 

s moments 
later to attest that "She isn't insid 


conclusion it would t: 


anywhe 
her considerably lo 
ARDIS of late: 
xternal clogging 
Spiridon is enough to 

in less than an hour, 


to reach in the labyrinthine 
In Planet of the Daleks, a litt 
by the hostile plant-life o 
deplete the TARDIS ofc 


suggesting that there's next to nothing beyond 
the control room, The turning-point doesn’t come 
until The Masque of Mandragora, which is notabi 
not only for unveiling the second control room, but 
also for being the first story to suggest that beyond 
the familiar confines of the main control room lie 
not just a few instrument banks and a handful of 
living areas, but a maze of winding corridors and a 
multitude of rooms that the Doctor hasn't visited in 
years: the idea that the TARDIS isn't ju t spacious, 
but mind-bogglingly hug s here, 

A year later, The Invasion of Time ups the ante with 
a host of new rooms and a plot which capiralises 
on the notion that the TARDIS is a dimensionally 
unstable tangle of environments in which it's 
possible to get hopelessly lost, Logopolis and 
Castrovalva devote unprecedented amounts of 
screen time and studio space to the exploration of 
the ship's interior, but they also put the kibosh on 
any emerging idea that it might be boundless: in 
Castrovalva the Doctor is forced to jettison 25% of 
the TARDIS interior, and of course the 
thing as a quarter of infinity. So the 

= but it's cen 


s no such 
ARDIS isn't. 
y very big. 


ince 2005 the TARDIS control room 
has been a standing set, meaning that 
it remains permanently in the studio. 
throughout production, available 
whenever it's needed. Baek in the 
olden days things were very different: 
between 1963 and 1989 the series 

wasn't made on dedicated Doctor Who premises, 

but in busy all-purpose BBC studios. As soon as 

each episode was completed, down would come 

the sets to make way for anything from Dad's Army 

to Top of the Pops, As a result, the TARDIS Interior 

was constructed and dismantled countless times, 

cheerfully getting bigger or smaller depending on 

the available space and the requirements of each 

story: in tales where the control room plays a big 

part, such as Inside the Spaceship or The Three Doctors, 

it's huge, In stories featuring just a quick peek into 

the control room to set the scene, like The Keys 

of Marinus or The Curse of Peladon, it's tiny. 

Nearly 50 years оп, the gleaming 

control room showeased in Doctor 

Who's first episode still looks 

pretty breathtaking, To the left- 

hand side of the screen stand 

the main double doors and 


ı sweep of roundel-studded 

walls, while towards the right is 

a glass barrier shielding an array 

of instrument banks, Dotted around 

the room is an incongruous assortment 

of antique furniture, while hanging above 

the instrument bank area is a row of four circular 
downlighters, looking remarkably like the 
transporter pads from the then-unmade Star Trek, 
Suspended in front of these is the scanner screen, 
which throughout the 1960 is å practical monitor 
relaying the output fram other studio cameras. 


Also hanging overhead is a huge 
hexagonal ceiling structure 
which is seldom seen hereafter. 
Unusually, The Web Planet finds us. 
viewing this control room from the 
opposite direction: with the main doors now 
situated to the right of the screen, we discover tha 
the previously unseen ‘fourth wall’ area houses 
clutter of storage units and equipment, including the 
astral map which plays a significant role in the story. 
Within a couple of years the constant re-erecting 
of the TARDIS set has begun to take its toll, and The 


Chase introduces the first of many new wall panels 

but from hereon until the end of the 19605 there's 
an increasingly haphazard pick-and-mix approach 
to the TARDIS scenery which leads to lurches in 
quality from the smart control rooms seen in The 
Daleks’ Master Plan and The Tomb of the Cybermen, to 

he decidedly року lash-ups seen in The Ark and 

ie Web of Fear. Thankfully the addition of some 

smart new wall panels ensures that it looks suitably 
spiffing for the Second Doctor's swansong in The 
War Games, The Second Doctor's era also introduces 
а new attraction in the form of an antique chest 


hat lies beyond the TARDIS 
control room? Let's push 
‘open that interior door 
and optimise the packing 
efficiency of the real-time envelope... 


living Area 
(The Daleks, Inside the Spaceship, The Web. 
Planet, The Space Museum, The Chase) 
Situated straight. 
off the main 
control room 
during the First 
Doctor's era, this 
open-plan area 
contains one of the marvels of early Doctor 
Who in the form of the Food Machine: just 
dial up 'J6216' and you get a Mars bar that 
tastes exactly like bacon and eggs. Yum! It 
also houses comfy chairs and the communal 
sleeping quarters, which consist of some 
frankly rather uncomfortable-looking 
S-shaped recliners which fold down from. 
the walls, 


(The Chase, Fury from the Deep, The Invasion of 
Time, Attad ofthe Cybermen) 


The first time we 
see the Doctor 
tinkering in his 
workshop is in 
The Chase: here 
the room is 
adjacent to the living area and houses the 
recently acquired Time-Space Visualiser. 
In Fury from the Deep we're treated to a 
full-blown laboratory ~ microscopes, test- 
tubes, Bunsen burners and all = in which he 
analyses the Weed Creature, In The Invasion 
of Time we visit the not dissimilar TARDIS 
workshop, which was also due to feature 
in the unfinished story Shada, We can't 
be certain that the nondescript anteroom 
seen in Attack of the Cybermen is also the 
workshop, but it's full of bits of circuitry and 
the Doctor is busying himself with repairs to 
the ship, so it seems а decent guess, 


Power Room (the Mind Robber) 
Sga Located just 
off the main 
control room, 
this enigmatic 
chamber is 
where the Doctor 


carries out repairs after the activation of the 
Emergency Unit, We don’t see much of it, 
and it's never mentioned again, 


Boot Cupboard 
(The Masque of Mandragora) 
Less of a room 
and more of 
a sight gag, 
the TARDIS | 
boot cupboard | 
consists ofa | 
grand Regency drawing room with a pair of | 
wellington boots plonked in the foreground. | 


Bathroom (the invasion of Tine) 
With an | 
understatement | 
familiar to fans | 
of the boot | 
cupboard, з 0 | 
called a bathroom 
but in fact it’s а full-sized swimming pool, 
complete with pot plants, sun loungers and 
inflatables. And judging by The Eleventh Hour, 
it’s stil in there somewhere... | 


Storeroom 23А qheinasion of Time) 


| This split-level brick-walled chamber 
| turns up repeatedly during the Sontarans’ 


pursuit of the Doctor through the TARDIS, 


. although the ship's unstable configuration 


and the Doctor's. 

evasiveness leave 

us uncertain 

whether 

we're seeing a 

succession of 
identical rooms (the Doctor later insists that 
they're now in Storeroom 14D), or just the 
same one over and over again, 


Botanical House 
(The Invasion of Time) 
Packed to the 
rafters with 
potted plants, 
plaster busts, 
sundials and 
garden furniture, 
this room's most notable feature is a 
voracious alien plant — a sort of giant Venus 
fly-trap = whose appetite for Sontarans 
comes in very handy, That's right: there's a 
‘man-eating plant aboard the TARDIS. 


Sichbay (rhe Invasion of Time) 
"QW. Another pit-stop 

in the Sontaran 
chase, the TARDIS 
sickbay looks for 
all the world like 
it was shot on 

location in a disused hospital. Funny, that. ¥ 


* which has a habit of miraculously contai 
whatever's required for the adventure in ha 
in The Moonbaye, the holy ghar 
Det-Sen and a nice big für coat in The Abominable 
Snowmen, and even the stowaway Zoe in Th 
Space (ls it, like the TARDIS, 
We may never know). 


four spacesuli 


bigger inside tha 
The Third Doctor's début se; 
the first In the show's history to feature no 
interior TARDIS scenes whatsoe 


коп become 


г. Instead, Th 
Ambassadors of Death and Inferno (plus, a couple 
of years later, Day of the Daleks) offer the startling 
spectacle of the TARDIS console 
the ship an 


he tries to repair the circuits disable 


noved from 

standing in the Doctor's laboratory 

Time Lords. It's never quite explained how 

de it thro 1 
though it is to picture the I 
jauing this ch 


console n the police box doo 


and temptin ctor 
and Liz neg пре in some sort of 
apstick Chuckle Brothers scenario (“To me - to 
you = oh Lith, don’t be tho clumthy!"), it 
altogethe 
demateriali 
shortd 
The Claus of Axos is the first colour story t 
take us inside the TARDI 
refürbi 


more likely that the Doctor man 
the console and transport it c 
stance necessary to free it ftom the 


but despite som 


Wheel in 


ments to the console and central column. 


it can't be said to be a major 


notable new features are the scanner 


first time is a CSO blue affair в 


one of the roundels, с hrough the 

ndelled 

ort of 
d the 
tions are pron 

in which the 


ліп doors w 
backdrop 


trance corridor between the police box 


uggesting that there's some 


control room. Both these inno 


overturned by n Space scanner 


is once again a practical monitor and the interior 
open directly onto the alie 
they did in the show 


'enish-hued c 


door scape as 
s. The forme 
»nsole has a spar w coat of 
hite paint, and the central colum: 
Perspex panels, but ould uphold 
the cobbled-together interiors seen in Colony ог 
ing y Curse 

ples of the TARDIS at her 
proper overhaul 

son finale The Tim 

on team spl. 

4 set of brand new wall panel 


console refurbishment: 


script draws attention to the chani 
pot of redecoration,” explains the Doctor when 
Jo remarks thatthe TARDIS looks different. The 
canner is once again a circular CSO effect located 
in one of the roundels, and what curio 
сад of the shal 
previous years we have deep hemi 
vailable inch of wall space 
though the TARDIS has been lined with pudding 
bowls. The Time Monster's set w a huge hit with 
the production team and was promptly scrapped 
in favour of another redesign: for The Three Doctors 
ack-lit roundels with the 
itche 


roundels 
they are: ins 
herieal scoops 
occupying ever 


addition of a rim of and controls running 
round the walls at ceiling height, The scanner is 
id behind it, for 
гате the four 

A smaller 


once again a practical monitor 
the first time since the Hartnell 
circular "transporter рад" downlight 
rejigged version of this 

eand P 


make th 


iet appears in Frontier in 
net of the Daleks: the "transporter pac 

final appearance, and there's a new 

Idition in the form of a rather naff furniture unit 


comprising a pull-out bed and various cupboards 


Tastefully 
disguised as 
an art gallery 


(The Invasion of Time) 
displaying 
paintings by the 


likes of Turner 


and van Eyck, this area houses the ship's 
ancillary generator. For the record, the all- 
important deactivator switch is located just 
beneath the Venus de Milo's derrière. 


$ 


(The Pirate Planet, The Stones of Blood) 

This jet-black 
space directly 
adjoins the 
control room and 
houses a safe (or 
is ita fridge?) in. 
which the Doctor stores the segments of the 
Key to Time. I's never seen before or since, 
and given that the same door leads directly. 
to the wardrobe in The Androids of Tora, we 
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might reasonably assume that the Doctor. 
conjures it up on demand before remapping 
the ship to safeguard the segments. 


principle remains 
the same: the 
TARDIS: perum is an Aladdin's cave of 
costumes for every occasion, referred to as 
early as Inside the Spaceship but, discounting 
a brief glimpse through a door in The Space 
‘Museum, not properly seen until The Androids 
of Tara, Here it directly adjoins the control 
room, but by The Twin Dilemma it’s a little 
further down the corridor, while in the 

TV Movie it appears to be up the staircase 
beyond the Cloister Room (which is where 
the Master pops off to “drezz for the 
occasion")... and if the Doctor's. 


directions to Rose in The Unquiet Dead are (togopolis, Doctor Who) 
anything to go by, the wardrobe has been Aplace of quiet 
moving further away from the control contemplation 
room ever since. 4 steeped in Time 
bi Lord mystery the 
Cloister Room 
(Full Cirle, Logopolis) 77 seen in Logopolis 
EI Just down the is a spacious quadrangle with a stone bench 
corridor from in the cente, lined with roundelled walls, 
the control overflowing planters, and the ivy-clad stone 
room, Romana's | | pillars and archways ofthe cloister itself. The 
boudoir contains TV Movie features a spectacular reimagining of 
а bed, a dressing the Cloister Room, but despite its eye-opening 
table, a suite of soft chairs, a potted palm, | array of Gothic arches, colossal staircases, 
а chrome-plated chess set, some art flaming torches and skittering bats (yes, bats — 
‘nouveau lamps and dangly windchimes, it's like a flipping Meat Loaf video), the one 
a glass display case housing various thing it appears to lack is, er, actual cloisters, 
knick-knacks, a giant cut-out of a clump 
of pink trees, and a fossilized animal skull (Castrovalva) 
mounted on a stand. There's also a white We only get a 
painted hatstand just like the one that à glimpse through 
later ends up in the control room — but, № the door, but 
given that the Doctor jettisons Romana’s what we see 
room in Logopols, it can’t be the same one. isa spacious 
Probably. =. changing 


for 1983's The Five Doctors, a whole new TARDIS console was constructed. 


and drawers, plus a free-standing trolley housing 
the ship's emergency oxygen supply, all in finest. 
white laminate, Thankfully this trip to Galactic MFI 
turns out to be a one-off: for the control room's 
next appearance in Death to the Daleks, the Doctor 
has installed a pair of antique cabinets instead. 
After Death to the Daleks comes the longest ever 
continuous run of stories featuring neither console 
nor control room: it's fully 40 episodes before we 
next enter the ship for Planet of Evil, in which the 
console bristles with new panels and switches, the 
walls are a mixture of old and new, and the column 
а new arrangement of magenta cylinders. 
Unusually there's no scannet at all, but the biggest 
change can be seen over towards screen right; 
noticeably absent from all of the Third Doctor's. 
control rooms was an interior door, but Planet of Evil 
rectifies this with a blue-lined recess leading beyond. 
the control chamber, This set makes its second 
and final appearance in Pyramids of Mars before an 
altogether more radical change hits the screen... 


contains 


he Masque of Mandragora kicks off Doctor 
Who's fourteenth season with a trip 
through the corridors, past the boot 
cupboard and into what the Doctor 

ibes as “the second control room." In a bold 


departure from anything we've | 
seen before, this room is a Jules 
Verne-style vision of stained 

glass and mahogany-panelled 
Victoriana. The console sits on å 
raised dais surrounded by handrails, 
while steps lead up to the exit at the. 
rear of the set. Another innovation is the first 
appearance of a rectangular CSO scanner with 
horizontal shutters that open and close, a style that 
will hold firm for every control room until the end 
of the 19808. 

The mahogany control room is destined to 
appear in only three more stories, and from The 
Invisible Enemy it's back to the original — or, as 
the Doctor rather confusingly calls it, “number 
two control room," which he explains has been 
"closed for redecoration.” And indeed it has: the 
old console has had yet another update and there 
are brand new wall panels which, for the first time, 
are bordered by fluted columns, Interior access is 
now through a conventional hinged door, and The 
Invisible Enemy also sees the first regular appearance 
of that trusty mainstay of the control room, the 
wooden hatstand: carried into the room by Leela at 
the beginning of the story, it's destined to remain 
there for the next seven years, turning white in 


The Five Doctors before being 
presented to the colonists as a 
leaving gift in Frontios, with a 
replacement later turning up 
during the Seventh Doctors 
era, Interestingly, and I use 
that word inaccurately, Image 
ofthe Fendahl and The Sun Makers 
feature a different, considerably 
heavier hatstand previously seen in the 
mahogany control room, Unusually, the hatstand 
is absent altogether from The Androids of Tarar 
instead there's a cupboard in the ‘fourth wall! 
containing a fishing rod, feather flowers and a 
gas mask. 

The adjoining corridor begins to alter its 
appearance on a regular basis from The Invasion of. 
Time onwards (uniquely, in that particular story it's 
brick-walled), but the control room itself remains 
substantially unchanged for the next three years, 
There's a minor makeover for the Fourth Doctor's 
final season with a couple of new wall panels and 
a spacey new L-shaped handle for the Interior 
door, while the console has some fresh tricks up. 
its sleeve, including a ticker-tape dispenser in State 
of Decay, a nifty fold-out keyboard in Logopolis and, 
from Castrovalva onwards, a monitor on which the 
"TARDIS Information System" is displayed in all its 
Geefax-style splendour, Castrovalva is also the first 
of several stories during this period in which wall 


room complete with benches, coathooks, 
wall-mounted trophies, cricket bats, pads 
and other sundry kit, Is there a full-sized 
cricket pitch in there too? It's not out of 
the question... 


Deserted Room (castrovava) 
This briefly 
glimpsed 
room contains 
a dust sheet 
and a packing. 
crate bearing 

a "Handle With Care’ sticker, "This part 

of the TARDIS can't have been used for. 

centuries," concludes Nyssa on the basis of 
this compelling evidence. 


Tero Room (Castrovalva) 
“It's very big,” 
explains the 
Doctor, “Empty. 
Sort of grey 
— pinkish grey." 
And he's right: 


this rather beautiful chamber provides 

a healing atmosphere in which the Fifth 
Doctor's altering regeneration stabilises. 
Woe betide him if he ever needs it agai 

in the very next episode it goes the same 
way as отапа? room, accidentally 
jettisoned from the TARDIS to provide 
extra thrust. Oops. 


Nyssa's & Tegan's Room 
(The Visitation, Arc of Infinity, Snakedance, 
Terminus, Planet of Fire) 
Although 
Romana's room 
gets the elbow 
in Logopolis, 
it has to be 
said that the 
girly bedchamber which subsequently pops 
up during the Fifth Doctor's era bears a 


` striking topographical resemblance. Once 


again there are pot plants and display 
cabinets galore, plus brass beds, a balloon- 
backed wickerwork chair, a pine vanity unit, 
a nest of chrome tables, a brass peacock 


and, from Arc of Infinity onwards, a fluffy 
hearth-rug and a hanger bearing the girls? 
fancy-dress costumes from Black Orchid. In 
Terminus Nyssa even sets up a full-blown 
chemistry set in here. “Synthesizing an 
enzyme," she explains to Tegan, “I seem to 
need the practice.” Ooh, I know how you 
feel, dear. 


Adric’s / Turlough’s Room 
(Earthshock, Terminus) 
т Like any self- 

respecting angsty 
teen, Adric has 
black bedclothes 
and a room full 
of mementoes, 

а Kinda necklace, a Terileptil 
death mask, and some star charts which the 
Doctor later consults in the control room in 
Timelash. But perhaps the most noteworthy 
feature of Adric's bedroom is the ubiquitous 
triangular-patterned wall mould originally 
created back in 1972 for the Skybase sets in 
The Mutants, and thereafter recycled in more 


episodes of Doctor Who and Blake's 7 than you 
could shake a Skonnan battlecruiser at. 


And that’s just the start... 
Honourable nods must also go to various 
other rooms which are mentioned but never 
seen: in The Creature from the Pit Romana says 
she has been clearing out number four hold, 
while in Vengeance on Varos Peri reveals that 
the Doctor has accidentally jettisoned three- 
‘quarters of the storage hold. The Shakespeare 
Code lets slip that there's an attic, and we 
hear tell of a library in The Eleventh Hour. 

A bottle of milk is fetched from the unseen 
TARDIS kitchens in Shada (“One of the main 
complaints about the Type 4o was that its 
kitchens were an intolerable distance from 
the control room"), and although that story 
might not be strictly canonical, the kitchens 
surely are: judging by the Doctor's sandwich 
in The Web of Fear, Borusa’s cocktail in The 
Invasion of Time, and Tegan and Turlough's 
pineapple finger buffet in The Five Doctors, 
there's more than just the Food Machine 
lurking down those corridors. 
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Box of | b ] 
Delights! ра 


idetothe TARDIS 


in Logopolis, when the 


he exterior shell 1976 prop comes out of 
of the TARDIS retirement to play a real-life 
has regenerated 


police box alongside the 
TARDIS on the Barnet bypass. 
The 1976 version pops up 


almost as many 
times as the interior. Doctor 


Who's first police box prop again in Castrovalua and 
remained in use until the Black Orchid, but otherwise 
1976 adventure The Seeds | the 1980 model holds fast 
of Doom, although during |. for the remainder of the 
those 13 years it underwent 


. decade, albeit occasionally 

. usurped from 1986 onwards 
by a second, slightly less 
detailed model cast from the same mould. 

If you look closely you can tell the в 
difference between the two: 
the newer one is markedly less 
battered and has a differently 


positioned door handle. 2 m | 
3 її | 


numerous герай and 
repaintings. The opening 
scene of 1966's The War 
Machines captures a 
transitional moment in TARDIS history: the 
pre-filmed location sequence features the 
original white-painted window frames and the 
St John Ambulance badge on the right-hand 
door = but then, in the studio portion of the 
self-same scene recorded a fortnight later, the 
window frames have been redecorated a dark 
blue and the badge, already painted over since ve Doctors i - j = frames, a blue plaque and a 

The Ark, has disappeared altogether. Next to go redesigr 215 control | RZ ) darker, glossier paint job. Making 
is the original white plaque on the telephone 1 g: new з 4 


) 
` т. ” ~ 


The Eleventh Doctor's repaired ship presents him with a gift, in the form of à néw sonic screwdriver. 
* = Le. 2 


POLICE %2“ BOX 


The TV Movie unveils a new prop 
based closely on the original 1960s 
TARDIS, albeit with blue window 


its début in Rose, the 2005 police 
hatch - it's still there in The Moonbase, before и box reinstates 
oddly swapping doors in The Euil of the ж. .thewhite 


Daleks, but by the time of The г BOX plaque and is 


| ke Warriors and The Web of Fear considerably bigger than its 
it appears to have dropped с 1 r і ee f i в | H predecessors, with panels 
off altogether, At this stage an ains essentially the same for $ | A i | — 3 and windows boasting 
element of confusion arises І ith the notable Р ' ; slightly different, ег, relative 
with the use of a miniature ld, whos larkly lit T f | 14 


dimensions. Coming right 


police box for model shots up to date we have the 
in stories like The Tomb of the 2010 police box: for m 
Cybermen and The Web of Fear lir c 1 Y JM - iit: the first time . а 
= unlike the full-sized prop, the glorious farewell t but there are good ! ; у жо! A | since 1966 " 
miniature still boasts the white time ound the ç i ; I the St John 
plaque and the long-gone St Е ` 4 С Ambulance 
John Ambulance badge. Тһе badge and white window frames 
2 police box is then painted are back, and the whole thing 

white for its 'negative' appearance in The owes a debt to the TARDIS seen 

Mind Robber, and its subsequent makeover for in the 1960s Peter Cushing | 

The Invasion sees the arrival of a replacement movies — which in turn means E 

plaque and the shifting of the door handle to a that it's rather more like an 

higher position. We finally bid farewell to the j چ‎ 3 . authentic 1929 MacKenzie 

white plaque and meet its replacement in The + = _ å ZA Trench police box than any of 

Seeds of Death: the new plaque is dark blue, with E j Get a good look at the brand new TARDIS interior! Pretty, isn't it? " зет =. the previous models. Phew! : 

the word ‘and’ replaced by ampersands and the і зипдед by a f f - 

final ‘Pull To Open’ written in italics. Oh, and der p aloft м gt i 

the keyhole has now moved to the right-hand ofm t sses. The s the ir г doors now match those of the exterior | ofa wooden hatstand just inside the main doors 

door, fact fans. "ad m t alth tfor the I ries, this Surrounding the top of the ti 

Besides some fresh coats of paint and t } - nrea t ikes its cue from the big-screen TARDIS of | arrangement of glea 

another new plaque (white lettering on | | li e 1960s Dalek movies). The gangplank leading evoke memories oft 

black this time, making its début in The i t n do | the console creates a new area below floor | seen way back in 1 

Curse of Peladon), this version remains largely t i | s rtl level, rer ng us that the ship's dimensions The console boasts plen 

unchanged until 1976, when The Masque of biggest control r t d in every direction — and, in keeping with the details, includ 


Mandragora premieres a brand new police box с mpse i that the TARDIS is a living thing, for the first keyboard, an an 
prop. This one looks rather flatter and squarer på 1 ndlel nv ther sense that the walls and | even a pair of 
than its predecessor, lacking the stacked roof гро T r uttre і alive. Gone are the straight 
pyramid and boasting a little less depth in ating area со ning g nade l ; зе original TARDIS 
the door panels. The wording on the plaque pas vay leading 2 t the 1 Му and look almost 
has undergone another change, Ват x and litter t leaves. All in all as th hey own, like coral or crystal 
with ‘officers’ becoming 1 l he control room we've known and 
‘officer’ (this will revert \ f the f I wie surv love last sars, В sone thing column ph 

to 'officers' in 1980, I ) hat Doct ceases to remind us, it's that eservoir of oil which he 
but further tweaks lie UM - cor І eiled for Doctor lif he IS. TI Is are 


rotor 


ahead, with *urgent calls" 

becoming ‘all calls’ at : I t 

various times from the i once å із, а Is are combination of old and new, In 

early 1980s onwards). In | 1 ys it represents a natural evolution interior w 
1980 a third and chunkier | 1 ( 255 ly retrot 5 'ssor: the console is still on up, down and of 

prop makes its début 1 e and festooned with the ship. In height, width 
in The Leisure Hive: the ^ hammer to whacl rant ship 1 } ind once 1 dim 

stacked roof is back, and : t when e rotor SWOOF ing. There are room 1 
there's an opportunity to 3 + 0 control гос r 1 Jt t 1 own monitor crann t s, wal 
compare the differences — У г le ar scanner set into one fitting home for the e 


joy of joys — the familiar shape Eles 1 Doctor... | 
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The new Daleks: bigger, more dangerous than ever and, well... 
more colourful. We visit the nicotine-stained interior of their 
spaceship to meet a whole new generation Ofterror! < 
FEATURE BY DAN BERRY 


— И Wednesday 

2009, and DWM is in Cardiff. 

Filming on Victory of the Daleks Îs 

nearing its end and, naturally, we ` 

can't let the return of the Doctor's 
greatest enemies slip by unnoticed. 

(Not that you could miss the new Daleks — they're 

enormous! But we'll get to that, too.) 

Today, things are especially hush-hush. We've 


been promised a visit to the Daleks’ new spaceship, 


but we're not sure of any other details, So when 
Luke-from-PR bundles us into the back of a taxi, 
we have no idea quite where we're going to end up. 
It's all very exciting. 

And then we arrive at Freeman's Cigar Factory. 
It's not exactly what we'd expected. The vast 
space inside is packed with clattering machinery 
(still in operation, despite the presence of the 
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E producer Peter Bennett md dus 
і Andrew Gunn. This afternoon, | — 
Е they're due to be filming Scene 21 — | 

i -the Doctor's confrontation with the 

і khaki Daleks aboard their ship — and the 
; humidifier room is being used as the 

i ship's interior. 


- either the new Daleks or their new ship, a string of. == 
: people emerge from within: Dalek operators Barnaby 


P 


NEdlWards and Nicholas Pegg, and Dalek voice 
uctor Nicholas Briggs. 
They're by the Doctor himself, 
the first time this DWM reporter has met 
att Smith, and he makes an impact almost 
пре camerasaren't even rolling, 
there's something about the way he carries 
himself 


Jammy Dodger) that's 
‘assured, likeable, and eminently Doctorish. 


He catches ой eye. and рде over like 


“ bles. 

я 3 уп set?! Yi inside, it's glorious!!” 
Поп marks are almost audible. 

Writer Mark бейіш is next to wander out of the 

—mysterious chamber and introduce himself. “I,” he 

beams, *am officially the most excited I have ever 

been in my life!" 


As we wait outside, hoping for a sneaky look at 


iic 


H we edi cas Em 
+ во Mark perhaps shouldn't get his hopes up. He 
+ looks crestfallen. No pressure, then. 


The last episode Mark wrote (The Idiot's Lantern) 


+ aired back in 2006, and his on-screen appearance 
i as Professor Lazarus (in The Lazarus Experiment) 

i was in 2007, so we ask how it feels to be back on 
i Doctor Who after a good few years. “It’s fantastic!” 

р he beams. “I did write a script — another script 

i for David Tennant — which wasn't used. So it 


doesn't feel like very long, and I suppose knowing 


і everybody involved, and being an avid viewer, it 
і doesn’t feel like Гуе been away." 


Iding goodbye to m 4 — 


-Thatother involved World War Two too, 


і didn't it? Has any of that storyline evolved into 


Victory of the Daleks? “It was originally World War 


| One,” Mark clarifies, “and I can set the record 

+ straight here, because it's somehow got out that it 
* was set in the Natural History Museum." We think 
i that came from [ex-showrunner Russell T Davies’ 

i book] The Writer's Tale, we point out, desperately 

і attempting to sound geeky enough. “Yeah,” Mark 

i nods, “But it's not the Natural History Museum - it 
i was the British Museum! Then the setting changed 

Е to World War Two with Nazis. By the time it wasn't 
i happening, there was the suggestion that we could 
i put Churchill into it, but that's as far as it got. So 

i there's а bit of a connection to Victory of the Daleks, 

i otherwise it remains there for Big Finish!” 


We walked past the Eleventh Doctor's new 


* TARDIS earlier, and were struck by how different 
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K А PI 1 
Restoration of the D 


< itlooked from the Tenth Doctor's version. Has 


Mark perceived any deeper changes in the series 
production, now that it's in new hands? “Of 
course it's ever so odd for David, Russell and Julie 
[Gardner, former executive producer] not to be 
here," he considers, “but as a lifelong fan, the 
most wonderful thing is the series carrying on 
hopefully just as successfully as it has before. So 
it's strange, but it's also very exciting. As David 


said himself about leaving, the most exciting thin; 


when you watched as a kid was the newness, the 
thrill about what was coming next. Russell wrote 
a very sweet Production Notes the other month about 
suddenly realising, from the pictures of Matt on 
the internet, that he was just watching it as a fan 
Very touching." 

And how does the newness feel for someone 
on the inside? How easy has it been to adapt to the 
new characters, and the fresh feel this series of 
Doctor Who has? "God, it's thrilling," beams Mark 
elongating the word "thrilling" more than we ever 
thought possible. “I read Steven [Moffat]'s first 
episode, and then Episodes 4 and 5, which were the 
other ones that had been completed... and then I 
watched everything Matt had done, got to know him 
a little, and tried to sort of channel him, really." 


e wonder how different Mark's version 
of the Eleventh Doctor is from his 
Ninth and Tenth. “It's a funny 
thing," he ponders. "When I did the 
first draft, no-one had been cast, and 
what Steven said is absolutely right: you do tend 
to write your own default Doctor. He said ‘It’s very 
Pertwee, that script,' and I read it back, and he 
was right ~ though in my mind, it had been very 
different and new! So I think you have to base it on 
the person and what you've seen of them in other 
things, and their speech patterns and habits and 
just their personality, really. That's the best way of 
informing it. And then you build on it, from draft to 
draft, seeing some rushes or reading more scripts, 
and finding out the type of things this Doctor is 
going to do, 

"Essentially, of course, the Doctor is always the 
Doctor. But it's about finding particular things 
Something that's happened completely accidentally 
is that Matt's been saying to Karen, 'Come on, 
Pond! Come along, Pond!' He just says it to her! 
It's great - we've put it in, cos it's lovely! And it's 
а new thing - we've never had a Doctor call the 
companion by their surname before 

What about lan Chesterton? Or Turlough? 

“I know," concedes Mark, "but no-one calls him 
Vislor! And you said you knew nothing!" 

Heh. Teenage fans one, Mark Gatiss nil 

But this episode's biggest talking point will, 
of course, be the brand new technicolor Daleks 
fell us about those, Mark! 
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“Гат your teasmade!" Тһе old Daleks lose their 


t. The initial idea 


was to, as it were, reboot them, principally because 


“That came out of the sc 


we've lived with the legacy of the Time War for five 
years now. The Doctor's the last of his people, he 
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“Yeah,” Mark 
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Like Victory of the Daleks, Mark's 
very first Doctor Who television episode 
(2005's The Unquiet Dead) featured а real Ё 
historical figure, in the form of Charles 
Dickens. How has writing lines for Winston 
Churchill compared? 

"With Dickens, there are no recordings of 
his voice. But Churchill is very different. I just 
downloaded him into my head," Mark explains. “All 


the speeches I could find, I listened to. Read a couple 


of biographies. The key to it, obviously, is that he 
didn't always speak like he was reading speeches 

in the House of Commons! But there's something 
ibout that which informs the whole thing, the 

whole time. One of my favourites was his response 
to Goebbels when the Nazi propagandist said that 
he would *wring England's neck like a chicken', and 
Churchill responded, in that inimitable way: ‘Some 
chicken. Some neck.’ God, that's clever! He had a real 
sort of actor's timing; he knew how to hit people to 


make them feel inspired 

But Churchill is in living memory, and is held 
in very high regard by a lot of people. Doesn't that 
require you to be more sensitive about how you 
tackle his character? 

"] was very, very, very keen to honour people 
properly," Mark promises. “It's difficult, because 
this is Doctor Who and we're doing the Daleks in the 
Blitz, but you have to remember that people died 
We never want it to seem, in any sense, that we're 
taking the piss out of that. But, obviously, it's not a 
wartime documentary. What I wanted to do is give 
the impression that the real war is carrying on all 
the way through. So, although Churchill is trying 
to fight the Daleks, he's still battling the Nazis. 
Ultimately, though, I wanted this story to be like a 
45-minute Bank Holiday 
Does Mark think anyone will be offended by his 
depiction of Churchill? “It's about taste, isn’t it? 


war movie!” 


Churchill is still a very controversial figure, a very 
complex man. But Doctor Who is not the place to 


talk about any of his policies. You've got to print 
the legend, and that's what we're doing, really. He 
was, in my opinion, the absolute man of the hour. 
That's why we venerate him. We should thank our 
lucky stars we had Winston Churchill, And I think 
Churchill is strong enough to survive being in 
Doctor Who!" 


It was so hot on board the Dalek spaceship, they decided: 
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t's lunch time. We head out into the 
trailer-packed maze of the factory 
car park, protected from the typical 
Welsh weather by an umbrella 
We feel slightly guilty walking past 
the unshielded, and therefore drenched, crew 
members. Guilty, but dry 
We bump into Barnaby Edwards again, and 
despite the weather, he seems to be loving this 
shoot. "Andrew [Gunn] is an excellent director 
really good," he enthuses, as we shelter in his 
trailer. "Knows exactly what he wants. Does a lot of 
coverage, but is very keen on developing shots 
Having played Daleks on Doctor Who for the last 
five years, Barney has now attempted to exterminate 
no less than three different Doctors. “I know! I'm 
ticking them all off!" he giggles. “It's great. Matt's 
a very different Doctor from the previous two and 
indeed, from the previous ten! Yeah, he's very good, 
Matt. Very friendly, very nice, very sort of sincere, 
and wants to get it right, I think, so he’s putting 
a lot of effort in. He's a very physical Doctor. He 
has this lovely reassuring quality, which is a bit Jon 
Pertwee-like, I think. You feel safe with his Doctor. 
And he is, as is rapidly becoming a cliché, an old 
man in a young man's body 
Steven Moffat wrote in DWM that Matt is like 
Patrick Moore trapped in the body of an underwear 
model. “Brilliant!” grins Barney. “Pretend I said that!" 
Has Barney been involved with the new design 
of the Daleks at all? “I was brought up to see the 
designs, and have a look at them," he recalls, “but 
only to familiarise myself with them beforehand. 


“The eyestalk is at 
They are huge to move a 


30 or 40 percent heaviei 
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We then had a rehearsal with them as well. They're 
just so big! They're designed to be so that the 

eyestalk is just at the level of Matt's eyes when he's 
standing up, and obviously he's six-foot-whatever. 


and the base of them is the size of a dodgem car 
now! It's huge to move along, and they're 30 or 
40 percent heavier. They're roomy inside, though 


which in a way is quite comfort 


ble, but it does 
mean you have to almost stand up in order to move 
them along." 

Has the actual internal operation of the Daleks 


changed? * 


is different, yes. The principle is the 


same, but the gun-stalk and the sucker arm are tha 


much higher, so you can't really grasp them with 

ne level of ease that you could in the other 

y're sort of user-unfriendly inside, let's 

say. But I think they look great from the outside!" 
^s well as the changes to the Daleks 


themselves, there's been a shakeup to the team 
of operators. In the last few years, as many as five 
principal Dalek operators have been involved in 
any one episode, but for Victory of the Daleks, just 
two of them have returned 

*Nicholas Pegg and I are the principal operators, 


and we do all the *hero action', as they call it," 


Barney explains. "If you do close-ups, if vou do the 


Dal 


it's us. The 


ks speaking, that kind of stu 
" — six of them, no 
ning them how to do it 

And they're doing very well, we're very pleased with 


them. We've been doing lots of choreography, 
teaching them exactly how to do turns, with the 
head first, then body. We spent two days training 


level of Matt's eyes... 
long, and they're 
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them up, in the old Daleks and the new Daleks, 
cos we're all going to have to keep swapping. 1 play 
practically every single Dalek in this episode at 
some point!" 


Presumably leading a team of new Dalek actors 
has made this episode a bit trickier than normal? 
“Well, it is different than it was with the other 
Dalek operators, because they already knew how to 
do it," ponders Barney. *Now, you're concentrating 
on your own performance, but at the same time 
sort of concentrating on someone else's. Also, with 
so many of them, I've got to keep eight Daleks' 
movements in my head at one time so that when 
they move the camera and put me in another Dalek, 
I know what its movements were at any one time." 

This all sounds really complicated (and 
confusing), but filming is due to begin again, 
so we head back into the factory. While Matt 
gleefully tosses his prop Jammie-Dodger-cum- 
destruct-button back and forth to members of the 
crew, people huddle round his feet checking that 
his trouser turn-ups are at the correct height for 
continuity, and the monitors are turned on, giving us 
our very first glimpse of the silver Dalek spaceship. 

And it looks superb 

Mark emerges from behind the black drape 
?" he 
grins. “It looks like a James Bond set! It's so shiny, but 


covering the doorway. *Have you seen it now 


the reflections are only really apparent on screen." 
So now can we go inside? Apparently not. The 
clattering machinery comes to a halt, and the 
crew goes for a take. Curious factory workers 
gather round, to watch the scene on the monitors. » 
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and everything... 


< Standing behind Nick Brig 
Daleks 
hear Matt's dialogue from the set, so essentially 


1s, who's booming the 


мо his ri odulator, we can't 


voices 


we're watching Nick have a loud shrie 


conversation with himself. The factory s 


to like it, though: Nick's 


tingling "The final phase commences!" gets 


aff seem 


opening line, a spine 


audible gasps of delight 

We're given the option of staying near the set 
and watching a few more takes from afar, or seeing 
We tak 
approximately half a nanosecond to reply 


the redesigned Daleks for the first time 

Security, we're told, is tight, and there are 
concerns that photos or descriptions of the new 
Daleks will leak out, since filming is taking place 
in such a busy environment. In order to protect 
the new Daleks, Luke-from-PR warns us, they'll b 
covered in drapes 


And then a six-foot-tall Dalek — br 


1s Vanessa Feltz — trundles around the corner, witl 


1 shred of black fabric flopped ineffectuallv over its 


eyestalk pite the crew's best efforts, th 


mistaking what this creature is 
And it’s beautiful. It's followed by four others 
esh (so to 


blue, white, orange, and yellow. In tl 


speak), they are sleek, sexy, and terrifying. They 


tower above us, glidir ently forwards like 


determined, graceful tanks 


We follow the procession into an empty room 
where production manager Steffan Morris is 
rehearsing various balletic formations of new 
Daleks for the Progenitor scene, which will be 
filmed the next day. (“God, it’s like a catwalk 
show,” points out Luke-from-PR.) 

We hear a distant shout of "Cut there!" from the 


set, and run back towards the 


midifier room, for 


a look inside the Daleks' new ship. It's tiny i 


life, but it looks, we say aloud, incredible. 


‘It looks amazing!" agrees 


from a camouflaged Dalek. “I came to see it before 
they'd done it up. You see that bit of brown tobacco 


stain there?" he asks, pointing at a small corner of 


the ceiling. "The whole room was like tha 
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irroundings and 


g to say ‘I am your servant’, which is what 


they say in Power of the Daleks," he explains. 
Nick's also done something a little different 
with the voices for the new Daleks... “The 
director, Andrew Gunn, said we should 
make the voice big and beefy," he recalls, 

*so the Dalek Supreme has a different ring 
modulation, with some extra frequencies, and will 
have an extra electronic sound to it. The average 
punter won't notice the difference, but us Dalek 
ce anoraks, we'll go 'Oh! The modulation has 
slightly changed!"" You heard it here first 

How has it been working with Matt? “I didn't 
really get to speak to him, initially," Nick recalls. 
I wasn't formally introduced to him. I got to this 
ridiculous point where I thought, 


hello to Doctor Who’ 


‘I haven't said 
,and it felt a bit funny. I knew 
David Tennant before we ever filmed together, so it 
was always so relaxed, because I felt I was working 
with a mate. With Matt, even though I could see he 
was a lovely person, he was always surrounded by 

‚ So I bit the 
bullet one morning and did that awful thing ~ it's 


in army of people doing lots of jobs 


horrible, isn't it, introducing yourself to someone 
who's really important? But he was just very, ‘Oh 
wow!" and was a really nice guy, and genuinely 
interested in it all 

"Т діа have a conversation with him, actually, 
about one of his lines. He has to say 'the final 
end’, and I said ‘Matt? I just want to give you a bit 


of Doctor Who trivia...' and explained the whole 


thing about The Evil of the Daleks," — the 1967 
in which the Second Doctor says the same line, 
believing the Daleks are gone forev: 


story 


r— “аг 


nd 1 just 

wanted to plant the seed in Matt. But he said, ‘Yes, 
and Tomb of the Cubermen's the story after, isn't 
it? I’ve seen that one — Tomb of the Cyt 
brilliant! I thought, wow, that's amazing, he 


really has done his research! 

*As the Doctor, he has a massively 
reassuring quality about him, which I really 
like. He's got a slightly sort of Pertwee-like 
voice, too — there's something in his 'S's — and 
I love it when he's being quiet and going really 
close to people, looks at them right in their eye 
He's also chaotic — it reminds me of when you see 
natural history footage of an antelope just having 
been born. He's got that kind of ungainly quality 
to him, you know? Which is quite endearing! He's 
in the best sense of the 


g that to 


a genuinely eccentric and 
word - strange person. I think bring 


the Doctor is brilliant! And his face looks like an 


old person's face which has been airbrushed of all 
lines! There is a sort of ancientness about him." 
Nick is also impressed by the humidifier room 
“I think it's great that we've gone on location for 
it, because it's more like what I remember of the 


Daleks from my childhood - the silver w 


everything," he grins. "Though everybody's going 
in there and dying from heat exhaustion, while 
I'm out here, where it's nice and cool... but smells 
of cigars! Because all the reflective surfaces are 
slightly indistinct, you can't quite see how near the 
walls are. On camera, certainly, it looks ten times 
digger than it actually is." 

It's the end of the day, so we head out into the 
rain where a driver is waiting. Before we leave, 
we spot Mark, who still hasn't 


Filming 


stopped 


nning 


t 


almost over - what's the journey been 


ike so far? "It's been a fantastic experience," 
he smiles 


What in particular has made worki 


gon 
this episode so enjoyable? 
Yomosexual in that I like all kinds of boysy things, 


“I'm à very strange 


ike war movies and James seem " he says. "To 


actually put a line from Where Eagles Dare in it 
*Broadsword to Danny Boy! o» roadsword to Danny 

Boy!’ — makes me weirdly excited. It's been a joy." 
And it's not over. Because the Daleks are back 


jig time, Oh, there'll be trouble., ] 


The glass core opens up and from out of it 
emerge — NEW DALEKS! Resplendent in 
multi-coloured livery. Red, Blue, Orange, 
Yellow ond White. Big buggers. Bigger 
than they've ever been! 


esigning the new 
Daleks, the brief was 
pretty much to make 
them bigger, and 
make them ours, to 
revitalise them," says Peter McKinstry, 
the man behind the multi-coloured 
menaces. "We were very keen that 
these new versions have their own 
identity, while still being the familiar 
Dalek shape. When it appears through 
that door you really want it to bea 
shock, like, ‘what the hell is that?!" 

"| ended up broadening out the 
shoulder section, so that along with 
the added height, the new Daleks 
tower over the previous version 
and have a more muscular, more 
intimidating presence. They're 
proper bully boys now. | liked the 
idea of all the edges on the Dalek 
being razor-sharp, that you did 
not want to get anywhere near a 
Dalek, that it would be dangerous 
to even touch - which is where the 
fins on the eyestalk come from. 
Anyone grabs hold of the eyestalk 
now, their hand is cut to ribbons! 
That's also where the idea for the 
new concertina-like ‘face-grill’ came 
from, to have all these sharp edges. 
All the surfaces are free from the 
manufactured feel of the previous 
model — there aren't any nuts ог 
bolts. | wanted this, in contrast, 
to appear completely sealed, 
totally impenetrable. There is also 
now the back section or spine to 
the new Dalek, which | suggested 
would open up to produce various 
different weapons, which could 


swing round the mid section to 
replace the regular weapons, which 


was really a suggestion for future 
opportunities. It's there if the writers 
want to use it.” 

Given that the previous Dalek 
look was so popular, and that the 
new versions are perhaps the biggest 
departure from the original design, 
how did Peter feel during the design 
process? “As usual with these iconic 
enemies of Doctor Who, you approach 
redesigning them with a mixture of 
excitement and anxiety,” he explains, 
“The emphasis on this was to really 
breathe new life into the Daleks and 
surprise people; to really blow them 
away with these big new tank-like 
things. Everyone’s watching what 
you're doing that much more closely, 
$0 you really have to pull something 
strong out to make an impact. You 
also have to work fast, as you know 
there are other people working out 
ideas to step in should you drop t 
ball. So it'sa case of keeping various 
people happy at the same time as 
satisfying yourself that you've done 
justice to this holy relic of Doctor Who.’ 

Despite the changes, the Daleks 
remain instantly recognisable, and 
all the fundamental elements are 
there. Was a more radical redesign 
ever considered? “We had gone 
through something like this when we 
designed the Supreme Dalek,” 
says Peter, of the souped-up 
creation from 2008's The Stolen 
Earth/Journey's End. “If you 
do too much, it stops being 
a Dalek. The basic Dalek 
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design has been working well бог 
over qo years, so to mess around 
with that just for the sake of it would 
be foolish. It's so recognisably part 
of Doctor Who lore, There may be a 
desire from some fans for spider- 
Daleks or anything else like that, but 
in the show itself, when a new Dalek 
appears on screen, you need to be 
able to instantly recognise it. And 
that's everyone ~ mums, dads, kids 
not just fans." 

How much of an influence were 
those 1960s big-screen Daleks? “The 
Daleks from the films were definitely 
an influence,” Peter says, “I had 
various images up as | was working 
on the new design. At that stage, | 
was thinking, these are really going to 
be huge, are we really doing this? And 
then when you see them in the flesh 
they are massive. The main thing we 
took from that model was, of course, 
the base of the Dalek, which for the 
new version | wanted it to look like 
it's made from the same material as 
the rest of the casing. One side effect 
was that the Daleks now appear to 
be very slightly off the ground, but 
I don't know if the cameras picked 
that up. I think the new colours were 
influenced by the films too — Steven's 
note was that they should make kids 
want to go up and lick them!" 
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NCE UPON A TIME THERE WAS 
whiteness, Until 

A word lands with a phut! Then 
another — phut! - and another, 
appearing like footsteps in the 
snow, Soon they're trooping along in packs of 
sentences getting faster and faster, Hear them 
Phut! Phut! Phut! They break into a run (Phut-phut 
phutphutphut!) and now... and now they're hopping 
and skipping, Dancing. The best words ever. 

We weren't there and there's no way we can 
know, But when Steven Moffat began to magic up 
his brand new Doctor Who out of the nothingness, 
that's definitely how it happened. Fingers over 
a keyboard punching in letters that can take us 
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anywhere and everywhere in the whole of time and 
space. With one condition. It has to be amazing. 

The Eleventh Hour absolutely had to be amazing. 
Full on amazing - no ifs, no buts. From here Doctor 
Who starts all over again, and if our new Doctor, 
new companion, new TARDIS and new show hadn't 
proved unequivocally brilliant, well, Doctor Who 
would have died for you and me on that Easter 
weekend. But the fact of the matter is — praise 
Santal — it was amazing. That was obvious from 
the very first moment, with a fiery TARDIS pelting 
through the sky, the Eleventh Doctor hanging over 
the side, nearly whacking his knackers off Big Ben 
and kind of loving it. Utterly, utterly mad 

Although it all felt freshly minted, there was 
also something, well, maybe not familiar, but right 
about it all. The post-titles scene, in which a little 
girl gave prayers while the TARDIS thudded down 
in an overgrown, crazy-paved garden, seemed 
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steeped in folklore... but brand new, How does 
that work?! How does Doctor Who evoke age-old 
archetypes we've never seen before? Is Moffat 
wibbley-wobbling timey-wimeying us? Perhaps it's 
that this new Doctor Who is the most Doctor Who-y 
the series has ever dared to be. 

Let's time travel. It's 2005, and - tell all your 
friends - Doctor Who is back. 

“Ifyou look at that series, so vibrant and brilliant 
then, it seems a little bit dry now, doesn't it? And 
a little bit serious and a little bit worthy.” Listen 
up, it's Moffat in his 2010 time eddy, reminiscing 
about that first year. “I remember writing it and 
thinking: 'Got to prove it’s a proper drama series 
like real ones with people in the rain arguing about 
the government’. That whole bold new orthodoxy 
lasted how long? | mean, he turned up, he’s got 
short hair and a leather jacket. One year on he’s got 
a ridiculous coat and insane hair! And off we go." 
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Five years on, the hair's even less compos mentis, 
but five years on, we live in a Doctor Who world. 

“In 2005, the series was designed to fit into the 
existing television landscape," says Moffat still 
floating ominously on the DWM scanner, "which it 
then massively changed by bringing fantasy to the 
forefront. So we're no longer apologising - and this 


is not just us, it's the previous lot (Russell, Julie, 


Phil] too - for being Doctor Who. Doctor Who is just 
boldly Doctor Who." 
Totally, 


Consider this; we originally encountered 

Christopher Eccleton's bower boy Time Lord in a 
London department store. When we first caught 
sight of David Tennant's version he 


was rocking 
that (ridiculous) coat in a photo shoot on a slice 
of urban scrub with a tower block lee 


n 
his shoulder. Loopier, yes, but still very ‘proper 


over 


drama series’, Matt Smith's Doctor we meet in 
leafy Leadworth, near Gloucester. It's got a village 
green, an ice-cream van, picket fences and a duck 


This is no time for a 99 Amy, the world’s about! 


Agyeman, or Catherine Tate. No, her cousin, Caitlin 
Blackwood, as Amelia Pond. The partnership 
Amelia and the Doctor strike up is fantastic, 
plugging straight into childish fantasies we all 
nursed of the TARDIS arriving in our back garden 


The Doctor is bossy = "Do everything | tell you! 


and then empowering, commendin 


eer bravery 


‘Any residual resistance we might have 
nursed for the new boy evaporates at the 
point when he asks, “Can I have an apple?” 


pond (no ducks, though). This could be 


Devesham (as seen in The Android. 


Invasion, 1975), Little Hodcombe 
(The Awakening, 1984), Devil's End 
(The Dæmons, 1971) = any number 
of storybook hamlets featured in 
the series. In short, The Eleventh 
Hour beams direct from the 
heartland of Doctor Who. 

But, make no mistake, the 


quaint village locale doesn't 
mean the programme has 
Beatrix Potter 
Leadworth is a place where people snatch 


gone all 


or even Harry Potter. 


videos on their mobile phones, Tweet, Facebook 
and forget to delete their internet history. It's even 
somewhere folk are bitter and unhappy and in need 
of psychiatric help. Because, look again, and the 
cracks start to show, 

Not in the Doctor, thou 


Matt Smith aces it 
Any residual resistance we might have nursed for 
the new boy evaporates at the point he grappling: 
hooks his way out of the TARDIS and asks, “Can 

I have an apple?" And that's about three minutes in 
Dunno about you, but | actually felt a smidgen of 
guilt in how quickly | forgot about the other fella 
(the tremendous, DWM-anointed best Doctor 
ever, David Tennant, just to help you along) and 
accepted Matt as... well, he's already got the 
makings of a new DWM-anointed best Doctor ever, 
hasn't he? 


His time traveller bursts with business. He's 
grumpy ("Am | ‘people’? Do I look like ‘people 
he's rude (“And stay out!” directed ata slice of 
bread he hurls into Amelia Pond's garden), funny 
(“Funny's good"), childlike (“Brand new TARDIS, 
bit exciting!"), scary (“I'm the Doctor ~ I'm worse 
than everybody's aunt"), really scary ("I'm the 
Doctor - basically, run”)... we could keep going. 

Suffice to say, all the stuff we heard about how 
Matt embodies an old soul in a young frame is true. 
In some of the crane shots he's a foal galumphing 
across the green, but when he’s eyeballing the 
Ага = and isn't it brilliant how he steps through 
a projection of his previous incarnation to do so? 

— he's justified and ancient. Most definitely da man. 

Playing his Girl Saturday is Karen Gillan. She has 
a huge act to follow — but not Billie Piper or Freema 
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by musing that if she's frightened of it 
then "(it) must be a helluva scary 
crack in your wall." Amelia lives 
in a secret, storybook world. 
She's that classic of children's 
rature, an orphan with an 
errant aunt, plus a name that's 
“a bit fairytale.” It all works 
so well you sort of want her 
and the Doctor to stay togethe 
forever. Until we meet Amy 
Feisty’ has been the keyword 
Kare 


the new companion. But, | 


s evoked in interview about 


е Leadworth 
and the universe around her, Amy's also cracked, 


and this sense of vulnerability underscores 


everything. You can see it behind her eyes, hear it 
in the faint quiver in her voice. When the Doctor 
vanished, promising to return in five minutes, he 
stole away Amy's childhood. “Amelia Pond hasn't 
lived here for a long time,” she says stoically 

before later explaining she's waited “12 years and 


four psychiatrists"-long for him to return. Even 


аг 


more damningly, Amy says, “I grew up. 
The Doctor's response? “| can fix that!” 

The moment he shows her the apple 
she gave him so long ago, Amy Pond is 
mended. Well, for now (bet the series 
revisits these themes ~ Moffat's given 
himself 14 years of, erm, Pond life to go 
back and poke at), For the time being, 
Amy's reconnected with Amelia, and 
ready - rather more so than Get-a 
Girlfriend Jeff to be magnificent. She 
just gets it. Being in Doctor Who means 
you tie your hair up and start running, 
facing down every fear with a smile 
Gangway for the Doctor's new best friend! 

It's all so pingingly, zingingly new (except for the 
bits that aren't, see next paragraph). Adam Smith's 


directorial style is fresh and punchy, majoring on 
pick 'n' mixes of huge close-ups. He also takes us 
somewhere we've never been before; into the Time 
Lord's thought process with а lovely Hustle-meets 
Terminator sequence as the Doctor info-crunches 
the scene. 

Of course, Moffat's script doesn’t completely 
pull the Doctor Who rug from under us. As well as 
acknowledging the series’ 47-year past, he doffs 
his hat to the era just gone with his use of psychic 
paper, the sly, "What? What? What?" and the 
evocation of the Shadow Proclamation, God bless 
him for that, cos we don't want to wipe the slate 
completely clean, do we? 

Time is odd, Once upon a time to come The 
Eleventh Hour won't be thought of as the be 


Doctor Who adventure ever. It's a slight story, with 
л plot - like so many before = turning on internet 
based wizardry. In addition, it's got a terrifying 

pr that it throws away: the horrors lurking in 


the corner of your eye. Although, perhaps Doctor 


Who can now afford to chew up concepts. I think 
possibly so. But, yes, time will bow this tale slightly. 
That, in part, will be due to weight of what's to 
come, but also because we'll soon take for granted 
everything it gets spectacularly right = namely the 
Doctor and Amy. Nonetheless, in the here and now 
І can't remember loving the show so much 

It's new new Who. It works. It's amazing. What a 
relief! And best of all, that fairytale happy ending 

is just the beginning. From out of the whiteness, 
our new universe has burst into existence. But, 
listen: phutphutphut! There are more words coming. 


Words like ‘Daleks’, ‘River Song’, ‘Vampires? and 
Pandorica'. As the Doctor says: Hello everything! 
GRAHAM KIBBLE-WHITE 


Amelia Pond (Caitlin Blackwood) and her ‘imaginary friend; the Doctor 


BC OF IC HD 10 APRIL 2010 


Starring Matt Smith, Karen Gillan, Sophie Okonedo 
Written by Steven Moffat Directed by Andrew Gunn 


OLD TIGHT!” WARNS THE DOCTOR 
"We're bringing down the 


zovernment!" Uh oh. History 


| tells us this could mean trouble 
Say: “Weeeee! 


Day, as we all know, Doctor Who 


pectacularly unlikely press 


On Valentine 
netted itself some 


attention when Sylvester McCoy told the Sunday 


Times that his 1988 adventure, The Happiness Patrol 


had been intended as a covert attack on Margaret 


Thatcher. In the event, her government surviv 


But who'll get out alive this time? 
As DWM hits the newsstands we're one wei 
away from polling day in the 2010 United Kingdom 


General Election, And here we are considering a 
s another boot 


story in which the Doctor delive 
to the ballot box, This time, though, it's a non: 
partisan pasting, Rather than sticking it to our 
current ruling party, he’s tackling voter 
apathy, uncovering a complicit 
conspiracy of cruelty on Starship 
UK, Here the voters, rather than 
rocking the boat, opt to... well, 
opt out. “Once every five years 


everyone chooses to forget what 


ys the Time 


they've learned, 
Lord, “Democracy in action. 


It's а lovely mess 


downbeat and ambiguous an. 


delivered in an affecting story which 


(dare we say it?) could almost sensibly 


be considered a restaging of = yup! — 


ol. Honest: The 


The Happiness P 
Doctor and his friend arrive on a 
human outpost policed by nasties 
With a painted on smile, and, 


in the course of an evening, expose the u 
at the colony's core, Thankfully, though, unlike 
Terra Alpha's dolly mixture décor, Starship UK i 


eating to a kind of 


1 society ret 
hness. It 


nificent 


brand of B all very 


pro forr 
London Underground and BBCtv. Quite repressed 
tinto space 

> alluded to. 

set during 


а 1950: 


No wonder Surrey's made 
Other Doctor Who tales are al 


Fittingly, Mark Gatiss’ The Idiot's Lantern 


Liz Two's coronation in 1953 — gets a visual name 


15 M 
century, Steven Moffat's touchstone Doctor Who 


pie Electricals endures into the 2gth 


story, The Ark in Space, is referenced too, the Doctor 


describing the same solar flares that drove the 


kind and very old, we can never be sure quite what 
we're going to get from him 

The story itself is a bit like that too. It begins 
1s a child's nightmare (with an appearance from 
Terrence Hardiman, the Demon Headmaster, to 
boot), before turning into a subtler, steam-powered 
satire — the ruling classes propped up by the bulk 
ofthe proletariat, who are in turn supported by the 
beast below. Within the set-up, Sophie Okonedo’s 
п first appears to be 


V For Vendetta-esque Liz Tei 
1 force for rebellion, but turns out to be the 
figurehead of authority, (“I'm the blah-dy Queen, 


matel”) Everyone, from sovereign to state, is 


impotent, and stuck in a stasis of self-denial 


‘Here we see another facet to the new 
Doctor - the sheer sporadic anger and 
alien-ness of his fourth persona revisited...’ 


humans onto Space Station Nerva and a journey 
into eternity, Eleventh Doctor tips his metaphorical 
hat at the Fourth. But, on just his second adventure 
and exploring a Bakelite world, is Matt Smith 
proving to be a kind of Baker-lite himself? 
Forgive the pun. The answer, of course, is 
за good Doctor 


no. However Tom Bake 
to invoke here. Sure, Smith's clasping 
hands and kindly explanations mirror 

# Patrick Troughton, but here we see 
another facet to him — the sheer sporadic 
rer and alien-ness of his fourth 


sona revisited. “You don't ev 
decide what I need to know!" he 
roars, turning on Amy suddenly 
And then, horribly: "Nobody 
human has anything to say 
to me today!" It's brilliant 
and underscores the fact that 
although this Doctor remains 


ns with our hero cheekily 


Ina tale that b 
restating his long-s 
“I've never got involved in the affairs of 
peoples or planets," — it's the Doctor and Amy who 
са difference. "I voted for this. Why would I do 
" wonders Amy, facing up to the consequences 


nce trampled over mission 


statement 


that 
of her (in)action, while studiously avoiding certain 


commitments back home. (“I'm getting married. 
Funny how things slip your mind...") 

The ending proves pure storybook (well, via 
a brush with Doctor-induced euthanasia): A star 
atch children cry. 


whale who couldn't bear to 
It's simplistic and beautiful, but you kind of 
have to believe in fairies to swallow it. But then, 
it's so much nicer to live in a world where Tinker 
Bell survives. 

Meanwhile, how about that star whale? 
It's... Hold on. Phone's ringing. Hello? The Prime 
Minister? Oh hello, dear! What? Danger? May 6th? 
TO BE CONTINUED... GRAHAM KIBBLE-WHITE 
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DVD 2|ENTERTAIN 


Contains The Time Monster, Underworld 
and The Horns of Nimon Starring [on Pertwee, 
Tom Baker, Katy Manning, Louise Jameson, 
Lalla Ward, John Leeson, David Brierly Written 
by Robert Sloman, Bob Baker & Dave Martin 
and Anthony Read Directed by Paul Bernard, 
"v Norman Stewart, Kenny McBain RRP £49.99. 


wey 
Misses and Dead-Ends. The 
Time Monst world 
"Ë and The Horns 
three of the heaviest thuds 
in Doctor Who history. Ostensibly linked 
by each story's dalliance with Greek 


mythology, it's more logical to think of 
this release as a handy DVD landfill set 
ready to be buried deep in your Doctor 


Who collection. Forget the ‘beautiful 


packaging? (thanks, 2 entertain press 


, a lead-lined slipcase would 
be more appropriate. Too harsh? Well, 
Simmer down, Stu!" as we don a baggy 


protective suit, move into an adjacent 


room and pry open The Time Monst 


Screened in 1972, it's a daft mixture 
of whimsy and hard science. The plot 
The Master attempts to raise Kronos, a 
destructive Chronovore, from the time 
vortex, and ends up being pursued by 
the Third Doctor to Atlantis for his pains 
Sounds good, but along the way the story 
is bludgeoned by a mob of weird stylistic 
tics. For one thing, there's a menagerie 
of odd animal metaphors. Kronos 

could “swallow a life as quickly as a 

boa constrictor can swallow a rabbit,” 
cautions the Doctor, What, fur and all? 
Fur and all!" Elsewhere, the Master has 
summoned the Rapunzel-like Krasis to 


help him tame the chranky chreature, 

reasoning: “Surely Kronos obeys the 

Priest of Kronos as a pet dog obeys its 

master?” But while commanding the 
monster to “stay in your kennel,” the 

hirsute holy man warns the rotter he's 
ke 


а child trying to control a rogue 


elephant.” Meanwhile, in that ancient 


city soon to succumb to rising damp, 
Jo is as “quiet as an Atlantean mouse, 
King Dalios proves “too old a fish to be 
caught in [the Master's] net," and they 
all agree Kronos will soon arrive “like 
a tiger comes when he hears a lamb 


bleating." To quote loopy lab rat Stuart 
Hyde, "Suffering catfish!” 

Running alongside this, the script 
makes woeful attempts to get hip to 


the lingo of the time, We're not here to 
chide а 1972 drama for being indicative 
of 1972, but it is weird that Captain Yates 
would describe a medieval knight as. 
"Some goon in fancy dress... the King 
Arthur bit." Similarly, with the Master 

at his mercy, Sergeant Benton rasps 
“You're still in the soup without a ladle 


Has the Brig been sendin 
jive-talking night classes? 
Taking the biscuit - and devourin 


his boys to 


itas quickly as a bone-crushing reptile 
can gulp down a soft-coated mammal 
(yes, fur and all) = is Jo's info spl 
when Kronos reveals itself as Ingrid 


Bower's big benign bonce. “But, you're 
a girl! A little while ago you were a raging 
monster and an evil destroyer!” 

The plotting is a similarly ill-fated 
mixture of “I'll explain later," (the 
Doctor's rescued from Episode Four's 
cliffhanger by Jo pulling a TARDIS knob 
marked “extreme emergency”) and 
earnest over-elucidation (“Time isn't 
smooth, it's made up of little bits.”). 
But within that, there are some neat 
moments. The Doctor's rivalry with 
the Master is nicely played. From their 
paralleled reactions about the unfolding 
plot to their verbal sparring when 
TARDISes entwine ("What a bore the 
fellow is,” says the Master), they shine 
That, and the bit when the renegade 
confesses: “I'm sorry about your coccyx 
too, Miss Grant.” 

But for The Time Monster's apologists, 
it's not about the banter, or Ingrid Pitt's 
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very nearly under-acted Queen Galleia. 
Nope, it comes down to the Doctor's 
“daisiest daisy” speech. This glimpse of 
our hero learning to find solace in the 
natural world is a gentle evocation of 
Buddhist philosophy, and beautifully 
played by Jon Pertwee, But we plummet 
from such heights, 20 minutes later, 
Benton's making a TOMTIT of himself in 
his birthday suit 

So let's tong The Time Monster into a. 
non-corrosive container, and consider 
Underworld, in which ersatz Argonaut 
Jackson leads his crew on a quest to. 
find their species" genetic race bank 
First screened in 1978, it's initially very 
impressive — the Fourth Doctor and 
Leela materialising in a realistic-looking 
universe staffed Бу a realistic-looking 
spaceship, There are also exciting 
allusions to Time Lord lore, as the 
Doctor tells of his race's disastrous 
prior encounter with the Minyans. 
Meanwhile, on board the R1C, the crew 
bandies around Gallifreyan terms, 


"Il dematerialise him!" 


while the aged Tala has "gone past the 
regeneration point." Steeped in Doctor 
Who mythos, the potential for where the 
story might take us is exhilarating, 


Three minutes and 18 


'onds into 
Part Two it's all gone wrong, as non 


speaking, smock-wearing extras feebly 
flee down chromakeyed cave corridors. 
Il but defined by the 
budget-saving decision to realise its 


Underworld is 


subterranean scenes with bluescreened 
model shots = and it kind of works, 
However, it gives the action a horribly 
stilted quality as folk run in, look for 
and then begin their 
It also feels like a missed 


performance 
opportunity. If you can drop anything 
in behind th thing 
more visually arresting than caves? 


т, how about som 


Tom Baker does his best to pep 
things up, mooning around in a g, 
filled catacomb ("Whatever blows can 


be sucked!") and, as the venomous 
vapour withdraws, playing straight 
down Camera 3 with; "I wonder 
where it all went?" There's 
also a lovely, tiny bit 
when drippy Idas 
asks the Doctor and 
Leela to take him 
with them. "No," 
says Leela, "Yes," 
says the Doctor 
multaneously. 

it all culminates 


Ala 
in "another machine 
with megalomania,” 4 
a line spat-out by Baker, 
He seems fed-up. So do the 
rest of the cast. And the crew. And your 
reviewer. It’s such a letdown after that 
opening, you can't help feeling fleeced. 
Thankfully The Horns of Nimi 
1979, calibrates your expectations 
perfectly with its establishing scene of 
two old men in silly hats bitching. This 
Greek oddity - in which the Nimon 
promises to revitalise the shagged-out 
Skonnon empire in return for a stream 
of supine youngsters and hymetusite 
crystals (a cocktail that's got many a 
former DWM editor through a long 


The Nimon's pointy Norns. 


The Doctor joing the questi 


night) 
coherent production here. Almost 


turns out to be the most 


everyone's pulling in the same direction. 
Just not very hard 

You've got Malcolm “Weakling Scum" 
Terris (Lalla Ward, on commentary duty 
says he looks lik 


furious baby") 


whose character doesn't even merit a 


name. Then there's Graham Crowden, 


delivering Soldeed's lines by the syllable 
("Dis-a-ppeared? What-are-you-talk-in 
аһош?”). And while soppy Simon Gipps 
K 


at and Janet Ellis head the de rigeur 


egation of identi-clad extras, Skonnan 
guard captain Sorak's content to hang 
round dressed like a satanic paper 
fortune-teller. Finally, there's the Nimon 

a top-heavy bovine who stalks the sets 
arms akimbo, as though waiting for his 
deodorant to dry, Brut, presumably. 

For the majority of the tale, the Fourth 
Doctor refuses to take part, instead 
larking around with Kg in the TARDIS 
He's having a great time, but much of 


this feels like it's been winged on the 


>> DVD extras 


F ANYTHING WILL PERSUADE 
П you to occasionally disinter this 

box set, it'll be some of these. 

Between Nou... and Now! features 

Professor Jim Al Khalili taking on the 
science of The Time Monster. And guess 
what? Time actually is made up of little 
bits. Meanwhile, Into the Unknown looks 
at Underuorld's tumultuous production. 
The real heroes are designers Dick Coles 
and AJ ‘Mitch’ Mitchell who rewired 
Studio 1 to make those CSO shots 
possible. Graham Williams later wrote 
to Coles: ‘I look forward to working with 


you again ~ perhaps on an easier project 
such as a remake of Ben Hur!’ 
The real joy here, though is Underworld 
In Studio, grimy video of the story's 
recording sessions. Between takes, Tom 
Baker muses, 
born. 


would like to have been 
at the beginning of movies and 
working with people like Keaton, | would 
have adored it." Best bit, though, is when 
the floor manager asks Tom to enter a 
scene in a sensible fashion. Uh oh! "I'm 
supposed to look strange, sir! | don't 
from (bleep!}-ing Ealing!" 

The commentaries offer up further 
jewels. On Nimon Graham Crowden 
recalls how fellow thesp Edward 
Petherbridge told him; "Y 


com 


re a ham 
actor, but beautifully cooked, 


while on 
Underworld, Tom Baker's in fruity form. 

‘Darlin 
“what lovely legs you've got. They've 


he says to Louise Jameson, 


been good to you,” Louise: “Well, 
they've got me an Aladdin or two.” 

The Time Monster episodes are farmed 
out to different commentary teams, but 
John Levene's solo efforts on Episodes 


‘Nimon calibrates your expectations 
perfectly with its opening scene of 
two old men in silly hats bitching... 


studio floor; moments of 
whimsy that ring with 
the rhythm of comedy, 
but not the content. 
"Define gum tree," 
says Kg. "Well, it's 
a tree that gives 
gum," says the 
Doctor. Oh dear. It's 
a shame, because 
Anthony Read's script 


/ does sport some terrific 


lines. In a lucid moment 

Soldeed explains his relationship 
with the Nimon: “I fawn to him a little. 
That satisfies his ego... | play the Nimon 
on a long string." A bumper-sticker, 
there, for producer Graham Williams" 
relationship with Tom Baker, Thankfully, 
Romana is happy to pull in the slack, 
and takes charge wherever she goes. Of 
the Skonnos battle fleet she declares: “A 
good shout will see them all off," and it's 
telling that the last shot of the story is 
Lalla Ward breaking into the hugest grin. 
This has been her adventure, even if it 
was а very silly one. 


Two and Four are utterly brilliant, From 
his opening “I'm very flattered to be John 


Levene," to his obsession with who's 


wearing ightly narrower trousers," 
it's wall-to-wall madness. Levene 
extemporises on everything. A poster of 
Elton John in Ruth's lab prompts him to 
reveal his favourite EJ track (we won't 
spoil that revelation here), and he talks 
us through every teeny bit of business 
Benton manages, from wiping а bead 
of sweat on his sleeve ("My idea") to 
straightening his uniform (ditto). “This 
is where Benton shines," he says, as the 
sergeant blinks in the back of shot. 

“| show great concern." 

Finally, there’s Who Peter, a wonderful 
piece celebrating the long-running 
relationship between Doctor Who and 
Blue Peter. Russell T Davies reveals he'd 
entered that infamous 1960s design- 
a-monster competition (his effort was. 
something based on an all-in-one tap) 

Who Peter will continue on future 
releases. Absolutely fantastic! I'm going 
to certainly look in and see how they 
geton... GRAHAM KIBBLE-WHITE 


Talking Book BBC Audio 
Author Christopher H Bidmead 
Read by Peter Davison 
RRP £12.99. 


THE OPENING MINUTES 

of Castrovaloa are a cracking 
example of just how good and 
inspiring these audiobooks can 
be. Having just regenerated, the 
Fifth Doctor finds that he and 

his companions ~ Adric, Nyssa 
and Tegan ~ have atracted the 
attention of security guards, 
Tegan hijacks an ambulance and, 
with the Doctor bundled in the 
back, accelerates straight for the 
TARDIS. It's a sequence that lasts. 
about two minutes on screen but, 
with every action described, a 
good five times longer in the book, 
However, with a dramatic new 
score, a swift and pacey reading 
by Peter Davison and а cacophony 
of sound effects, what was a 
rather clumsy scene on TV has 
been turned into something that's 
absolutely riveting on audio. 

Christopher H Bidmead's 
writing displays a rich vocabulary, 
There's no hiding from the fact, 
however, that this is pretty. 
plotless affair built around two 
convoluted attempts by the 
Master to kill the Doctor = the 
first by sending the TARDIS back 
to the explosive events of ‘Event 
Опе", and the second by trapping 
him in the city of Castrovalva, a 
mathematical invention designed 
to fold in on itself, 

Ultimately, though, the. 
overwhelming response to this 
re-telling is to be constantly 
surprised by just how good this 
audio version is, Davison is 
magnificent and while nothing. 
can be done about the decision to 
saddle his Fifth Doctor with a bout. 
of post-regenerative flakiness, he 
digs deep to invest the story with 
a drive and energy you wouldn't 
normally associate with it. 

Remarkably, Davison manages 
to recreate his Doctor perfectly, 
hitting exactly the same tone and 
Inflection he did back in 1982, 
thus avoiding the strange sense 
of disconnection that some of 
the Tom Baker-read audios have 
when a familiar line is spoken 
differently, Davison also gives an 
intriguing interpretation ofthe 
Master — steely and decidedly 
no-nonsense. An exceptional 
audiobook, VANESSA BISHOP 
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The Emperor 
of Eternity 


luocTog "^^ — 


Audio Drama Big Finish 
Starring Deborah Watling 
and Frazer Hines 
Written by Nigel Robinson. 
RRP £8.99 


THE SECOND DOCTOR AND 

his two companions, Jamie and 
Victoria visit ancient China in this 
Companion Chronicle, which focuses 
on Victoria's virtues in a barbaric 
time. Following a collision with a 
meteor, the TARDIS crash-lands 
on the outskirts of a village. The 
inhabitants have been massacred 
by agents of the Emperor, who 
believes that the meteor is a sign 
of the gods’ disfavour. 

What transpires isa faintly 
plodding historical, which, unlike 
196475 Marco Polo, does little to. 
evoke the wonders of China. 
Instead, there's a potentially juicy 
plot about the venal motives of 
the Emperor and his opponents. 
With а murderous monk, a 
woman scorned, an Emperor 
desperate to cling to life even as 
he knows his death is approaching 
= plus intimations of torture — 
there should be lots here to bring 
a grisly thrill. What we get belies 
the Fu Manchu overtones, though, 
The production is far more genteel 
than that, which is perhaps 
more suitable for Victoria's prim 
character, Seeing the good in 
everyone, believing that no-one 
is beyond salvation, Victoria's 
mid-Victorian liberal Anglicanism 
comes as something of a shock to 
the ancient Chinese, At the end, 
though Victoria would hardly 
argue that she is like Jesus (that's 
for other people to say), the 
message of redemption through 
self-sacrifice marks her out as 
the first Christian missionary 
to China. 

So, it'sa rather philosophical 
piece. And while there is some 
excitement to be had with 
assassins, court intrigue and. 
turns of fortune, the play only 
comes to life occasionally 
= usually when Debbie Watling 
and Frazer Hines share dialogue. 
Together, they bring to the audio 
a hint of the dynamic of the 
monster-filled base-under-siege 
stories that typified their tenure 
aboard the TARDIS in the 1960s 
— ina tale that's otherwise. 
lacking in those elements, 
MATT! L 
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The Architects of History 


Audio Drama BIG FINISH 

Written by Steve Lyons Starring Sylvester. 

McCoy, Tracey Childs, Lenora Crichlow, Jamie 
e is Porter 

rM 


TTHE END OF THE PREVIOUS 

і play in this three-story arc, 
| 1 Elizabeth Klein had abandoned 
the Seventh Doctor on a distant planet 
and stolen his TARDIS in order to ensure 
that her history = a history of а victorious 
Third Reich — was restored. This climactic 
episode is set some years later, with 
Klein running roughshod over causality 
to eliminate anything that threatens 
the Nazi regime. Criss-crossing time, 
changing events again and again, Klein's 
actions are destabilising the whole 
universe, But the only man that can stop 
her is imprisoned on the moon, unable 
to remember his past because it no 
longer exists. 

The Architects of History is — by necessity 
grim. The Reich in 2044 is entirely 
ruthless, wiping out its enemies within 
as mercilessly as it does the aliens that 
might threaten Earth. Steve Lyons wisely 
spends as much time showing us how 
miserable it is to exist in a totalitarian 
society — without freedom, terrified even 
to think seditious thoughts = as he does 


Paradise 5 


Audio Drama BIG FINISH 

Written by Р) Hammond & Andy Lane Starring 
Colin Baker, Nicola Bryant, Alex Macqueen, 
James D'Arcy, Helen Goldwyn, Andrée Bernard - 
Avallable www bigfinish.com RRP £14.99 _ 


J HAMMOND'S REPUTATION 
[ ] has taken a bit of a knock in the 

last couple of years, following 
a couple of Torchwood episodes that 
on balance - failed to reproduce the 
unique strangeness of his TV masterpiece 
of some 3o years ago; the Sapphire and 
Steel serials, Listeners might therefore 
approach this latest entry in The Lost 
Stories audio series with expectations 
suitably lowered. In a sense, that's a 
good thing. Time travel aside, Doctor 
Who is a very different kind of show from 
Hammond's most famous creation, and 
wisely he and co-writer Andy Lane decide 
not to force the Sixth Doctor and Peri 
into the mould ofthe time agents. What. 
we get instead is less oblique than Sapphire 
and Steel, a story that succeeds best 
when it's actually trying to be more like 
Doctor Who. 

That said, it's inevitable to try to spot 

the bits that could have worked well in a 


on the never-ending wars the Reich 
is fighting. A sensitive performance from 
Leonora Crichlow as the everywoman 
character helps to reinforce this. 

At the same time, Lyons presents us 
with a Doctor barely clinging to his own 
identity, apparently incapable of doing 
anything more than excoriating Klein on 
one of her regular visits to his lunar jail. 
These scenes are genuinely disturbing 

seeing the Doctor powerless and 
broken is frightening in itself, but when 
it’s the Seventh Doctor — usually so sure 
of his plans — it's especially shocking. 

Slightly less frightening are the 
Selachians. These sharks in body armour 
were effective monsters in a couple of 
Lyons! old novels, and resurrecting them 
for audio makes sense — they are as 
vicious and ruthless as the Nazis they're 
fighting. The only problem is that th 
voices tend to make them sound a bit 
like space yokels rather than terrifying, 
great whites, This flaw aside, they are 
pretty impressive, and their ultimate 
plan is as dangerous as anything the 
Nazis have dreamt up. 

The nature of the play means that 
it can't end well for Earth: there are 
moments reminiscent of the global 
apocalypse in The Parting of the Ways, 
And ifthe Doctor as we know him is | 


Sapphire and Steel episode, Тһе answer is 

not much. It's most obvious in the nature 
of the villainous Elohim, creatures from a 
higher dimension breaking through into 
our universe - and in the slightly baffling 
climaxto the adventure, 

Elsewhere, this is just good, solid 

Doctor Who. The mystery of Paradise 5's 
disappearing tourists is a neat hook, and 
leads to some fun as Peri has to pose 
as a dolled-up hostess to infiltrate the 
organisation. Nicola Bryant seems to enjoy 
playing the lighter, sassier Peri we get here, 
and the character has some cute moments 
when she tries to persuade a pedantic 
robot barmaid to serve her, Of the guest 
cast, Alex Macqueen stands out as the 
camp Gabriel, half game-show host, half 


‘Nicola Bryant seems to enjoy playing 
the lighter, sassier Peri we get here, 
and has some cute moments... 
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oing to emerge at the other end then 
"s a fair bet that Klein's Nazi future 

will prove to be a historical dead end. 
Lyons knows this, and wisely makes sure 
that we do too - by the end of the first 
episode, The remainder ofthe play is 
about forcing Klein to face what she's 
done, and it's highly compelling. 

This is a fitting conclusion to the most 
successful run of Big Finish's plays for 
some time, benefiting from some of. 
McCoy's most considered readings and 
a scintillating performance from Tracey 
Childs. Sympathetic Nazis are ten a 
penny these days — even Tom Cruise is in 
on the act — but Childs’ ability to create 
a companion astounded by the wonders 
of the universe yet still able to cling to 
her belief in fascism has been amazing 
to listen to. Here's hoping for some Klein 
Companion Chronicles... MATT MICHAEL 


slimy politician, oozing insincerity and only 
init forthe money. 

There are some memorable ideas as 
well: the cherubs that staff the Paradise 5 
resort cuddly, but with а nasty back-story, 
are effectively creepy, It's difficult to guess 
how they might have appeared on screen, 
but they seem to be spiritual cousins to 
the little blue assistants on Platform 
One from the 2005 TV story The End of 
the World. The Doctor has a few sweet 
interactions with them, bringing out 
his softer side, and — when he realises 
their tragedy = his impressive sense of 
indignation, and his empathy. 

On the whole, this is а rounded Sixth 
Doctor, retaining his sense of purpose and 
wordplay but with little of the sharpness 
we're used to. It its with the audio range's 
finessing of the character, but when we 
get to that ending, it's surprising that the 
Doctor isn't more outraged, more robust 
in his prosecution of the villains. Given 
the heavenly theme of the play, casting 
the Sixth Doctor as avenging angel would 
make perfect sense 

I keep coming back to that ending. It's 
an odd one — hinting at far greater cosmic 
events than the relatively minor matter of 
a few kidnapped tourists, And it's hard to 
credit the Sixth Doctor walking away with 
a job half done. At its worst, it unbalances 
the play, suggesting that what we've sat 
through is just the prelude to something 
bigger that never comes. It’s like Mission 
to the Unknown without The Daleks' Master 
Plan; or The Waters of Mars without The End 
of Time. But that's the only flaw to what is 
otherwise the most all-round satisfying 
‘Lost Story’ so far. MATT MICHAEL 


Adventures in Time and Space Tic Roleplaying Game 


Game CUBICLE 7 ENTERTAINMENT 
Available www cubicle 7.com/doctarwho/ 
Who [ront page RRP £35.99 


DVENTURES IN TIME AND SPACE 
| і | is the latest Doctor Who 
roleplaying game to have 

been published. For those of you with 
long memories and who have explored 
every facet of fandom, you may have 
encountered FASA's original The Doctor 
Who Role Playing Game, published in 
1985 during roleplaying's heyday. 
In 1991 Virgin Publishing had a crack 
at it too, creating Time Lord (1991). 
But whereas FASA's effort looked dull 
and was overly complex, and Time Lord 
was a basic paperback full of rules, 
Cubicle 7's publication for the new 
millennium is, like the TV series, vibrant 
and full of adventure. 

Aimed at Doctor Who fans aged 
‘from 10 to goo", and both the 
novice and experienced roleplayer, 
everything about this game is, from the 
outset, designed to draw you into the 
Doctor's universe and catapult you into 
your own adventures 

So what do you get? Cubicle 7 
appears to have been pretty 
comprehensive, Contained within the 
attractive and durable box there's a 
four-page Aq How to Play instruction 
booklet, an 86-page 


Player's Guide book, a 140-page 
Gamemaster's Guide and a 32-page 
Aduenture Book. In addition there are 

a host of pre-generated character 
sheets, including the Doctor (portrayed 
throughout as David Tennant's Tenth 
incarnation), Donna Noble and Rose 
Tyler among others (sadly, there's no 
Wilf Mott, though); blank character 
sheets; a plethora of equipment cards; 
an abundance of Story Point counters 
(these will prove to be vitally important, 
but more on that later), and six dice of 


the standard six-sided variety. 

The first impression one gets when 
examining the contents is just how lush 
everything is. The standard of design is 
high and the game is packed with photos 
from the last four series, The Player's 
Book guides you through the character 
creation process and the basic rules. 

It also gives tips on how to roleplay 
for those who have never gathered 
up some dice, а group of friends and 


headed into the exciting, surprising and 
inexhaustible world of the imagination 

The Gamemaster's Guide repeats the 
character creation and basic rules, but 
goes into much more detail. The idea 
behind this repetition of the rules is so 
that when the Gamemaster is helping 
his players create their characters, 
everyone doesn't have to share one 
book. In addition, The Gamemaster's Guide 
explains nearly every aspect of tim 
travel, Time Lords, the TARDIS, as well. 
as a host of the Doctor's best monsters. 
The Guide rounds off with a helpful. 
explanation of what a Gamemaster 
exactly does - which essentially comes 
down to being Russell T Davies or Steven 
Moffat for the duration of the game 

as well as the director and the special 
effects team all rolled into one. It is the 
toughest role to play but also the most 
rewarding. Both The Player's Book and 
The Gamemaster's Guide are written with a 
genuine affection for the show and in a 
very convivial, and — dare | say it — a very 
British tone. Several times the writer, 
David F Chapman, advises you to settle 
down in a comfy chair with a nice cup of 
tea so that you can soak in the world of 
Doctor Who. 

Lastly, there is The Adventure Book, 
which provides two short scenarios and 
a host of ideas for further adventures. 
There's a well considered set of rules 
based around one simple game 
mechanic. Characters are defined by 
six basic Attributes - Awaren 
Coordin: 


ion, Ingenuity, Presence, 
Resolve and Strength, These are 
rated from one to six (higher scores 

are possible but they are usually the 

province of Time Lords or other alien 
characters). As well as Attributes, 

characters have 12 standard Skills 
and a number of Traits that not 
only help define your character, 
but also affect the game in 


positive or negative ways, usually 
by affecting the dice roll 


Fora character to achieve almost 


any action in the game - from 


leaping a magma flow to escape a 
pursuing Pryovile or creating a device 
that will interfere with the Nestene 
Consciousness’ telepathic control = ће 
same basic mechanic 
is used: roll two six-sided 
dice. То the result, add 
the number of the most 
appropriate Attribute, as 
well as the number of any 
relevant Skill; add or subtract 
any bonuses or penalties 
from any relevant Traits; 
and try to beat the Difficulty 
Number. Simple. (No, really!) 
Trying to do something when 
someone opposes you - such 
as wrestling a laser screwdriver 
from the Master — is classed as 
a Contested Roll, It is handled in 
exactly the same way as outlined 
above, except that the Difficulty 
Number is determined by the 
opposing character’s roll 


ADVENTURES IN TIME AND SPACE. == 
WE ALERT GAME 


One of the most interesting concepts 
in the game is that of Story Points. 

Every character has them 
and they have 
numerous uses, You can spend them 


some 
more than others 


to add to the number of dice you гой 
to help make that all-important high 
score, if you're stumped for ideas and 
need a bit of a clue, help make your 
amazing techno-device that's going to. 
thwart the Cybermen, or even reduce 


damage suffered, The uses are endless 
and innovative. Once the action gets 
going, points are spent swiftly, as the 
players try to defeat whatever monster 
the Gamemaster has thrown at them. 
The Gamemaster can award additional 
points to players throughout the game, 
for good roleplaying, great ideas — or 
simply by making everyone laugh! 

The game is designed to encourage 
imag 


native play and, cleverly reflecting 
the ethos and morals of the TV show by 
discouraging the use of brute force to 

solve problems. In fact, running away or 
allowing yourself to be captured is often 


the best idea. 


Adventures in Time and Space, with its 
ant game mechanics and clever 


design, is a well thought-out roleplaying 
system - easily the best yet created for 
the series — which enables players to 
really feel that they're in Doctor 


Highly recommended. BRADY WEBB 


Hardback Telos Publishing Ltd 
Written by Frazer Hines. 
RRP £25.00 
FRAZER HINES’ LIFE IS DEFINED 
by three passions — acting, horses 
and women, Hines talks a lot 
about the first two = his Doctor 
Who days as faithful companion 
Jamie McCrimmon to Patrick 
Troughton's Second Doctor are 
generously covered, albeit in 
material that vill be familiar. 
to die-hards, Overwhelmingly, 
however, it's Hines’ romantic 
entanglements that characterise 
this autobiography the most, 
Enrolled in the Corona 
Academy of Stage Training at the 
age of eight, Hines is immediately 
smitten by a leggy blonde called 
Carol. By 14, he's going out 
with two girls at the same time, 
Hines reflects that he's been lucky 
‘enough to have been involved 
with some of the most beautiful 
women in the country. And he's 
not wrong. Because of his career, 
over half of those to have taken 
his arm are household names, By 
the time he’s playing Jamie, he's 
turning up to filming with Susan 
George, with the hope of getting 
the production team to take her 
on as a new companion. 
Hines Sight was originally 
released in 1996 under the 
title Films, Farms and Fillies, and 
aside from a few tweaks, a 
new foreword (written by The 
Krankies, would you believe?) 
and an epilogue, things have 
remained exactly the same. 
However, as the epilogue 
states, the last 14 years have 
been turbulent, Hines' second 
marriage has collapsed and he's 
faced some serious health issues, 
In Doctor Who terms, it means he's 
missed an opportunity to share 
his thoughts on the show's revival 
and his continued association 
with the series through his work 
on audio and DVD releases. 
Nevertheless, the material 
remains thoroughly engrossing. 
If ever an autobiography read 
like the amorous adventures of 
a Jack the Lad, then this is it. 
VANESSA BISHOP CI 
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On offer this month are titanic audios, slippery 
k scripts, an awesome autobiography and a glowing 
green monster on DVD. It could be you... 


The Creature from 
the Pit DVD! Deborah Watling, who played the Second Doctor's companion Victoria, 


ells her own story in Daddy's Girl. She recalls the highs and lows of her life 
as an actress and reminisces about her time as a Doctor Who girl 
ed just £19.99. Daddy's си ble on 17 May from Fantom Films at 
The Creature from the Pit is unleashed on DVD on 3 May, pen ai pha Bt ii å 

he Creature fro! » la шшш fant ik, We have paperback copies, 

er as the Fourth Doctor an 
y tale stars Tom Baker as t e worth £10.99 each, plus one individuall and 

aei a wealth of extras, including a commentary, PE curb inte Ve иа цій 
as Romana, numbered limited hardback edition, worth £24.99, to 
documentaries, a photo gallery з 5 give away. Just answer the following question 

and more! Thanks to a entertain, 

we've FIVE copies of the disc to give i > 
away ќо lucky readers who can tell 2) Waterflald 

us the correct answer to this big 4 b) Waterworks 

question of identity... c) Waterlovelylady 


What is the name of the gigantic 


allen in The Creature from the Pit? А а d 

a) Erato H 

b) Eranu š 

o vavo i 

ca09011542221we | The Slide and other scripts! 

post us your answer, putting this 

Mah cM atthestatofthe 3 Victor Pemberton's radio scripts are collected in Fantom Film's The Slide 

DWM address; "THERE'S ONLY ONE = and Other Radio Dramas, available from 17 Мау. The book includes details 

LIKE THAT, THANK HEAVEN! of how the scripts informed his Doctor Who work, particularly Fury from the 
Deep. THREE SIGNED copies, worth £19.99, are up for 


grabs if you can root out the answer to this question 


. "Em o рышын ut 
Phe Sith Doctor and amie are rapped aboard the RMS Titanic on з fateful E 

Big Finish. Colin Baker and Frazer Hines star and are joined by Alexander гр с) Victoria's skin creams 
POO ia Fairbank. The play costs just £14 9011 542 2 


FIBA) І co and з ооо download Big Finish 


ry att w of the t 
в has kindly given us copies of the CD to M 

HURTS е away to FIVE of our readers, To be 

5) оттан in with a chance of being a winner, just 

| answer this nautical question 

i ^ t н Daleks: Mission to the Unknown is released on 6th May from BBC Audio. This 
ї а) Voyage of the Damned new talking book is read by Peter Purves and Jean Marsh 


and is available on 
CD from 6 May, priced £12.99. We have FIVE copies to give away to readers 
who can answer the following planetary poser 


b) Voyage of the Darned 
©) Voyage of the Dum Dums 


a) The minty planet Kendal 
b) The jungle planet Kembel 


Night's Black Agents CD! €) The library planet Kindle 


Continuing his adventures with the Sixth Doctor, Jamie McCrimmon returns 


to his Scottish homeland where strange forces are at work. Night's Black 


Agents, read by Frazer Hines, is available in May to download for £7.99 and on 
CD for £8.99 from Big Finish. You could be one of FIVE lucky readers to win a 
copy by answering the following tartan teaser: 


soos cay, HOW TO ENTER... 
SUISSE ала x tweed jacket and addi, Call the phone number on your chosen competition, and give your answer, ame 
пд ано kilt м э pero cost Sop per call. Cost from other networks may be higher, Always ask the 

a ill payer before calling. Competition lines open on Thursday x Spi, ^s і 
5) A kinky policewomin's outfit. vene "i n^ gah p Thursday 29 April and cis midnight on 


oh, 0870 880 4869 
BY POST, Send to Doctor Who Magazine 421, PO Box 503, Leicester 


details on a postcard OR the back of a stuck-down envelo; 


E94 0AD. Write your answer and 
containing entries for one or sever 


ена pe ONLY please (sorry, but sealed envelopes 
àl competitions will not be opened), to reach us by 26 May 20 
TERMS DITIONS:G à СА а 

| ccm CONDITIONS: Competitions are not open to employees of Doctor Who Magazine, 
руда far На стоки with the printers and their families. Winners will be the fist 

rect entries drawn after the closing date, No purchase necessary. No re 
t essary. No esponsibility can be accepte 
for postal entries that are lost or damaged. DWM will not er ак | 


° nter into any correspondence, 
Winners’ names will be available on request, 


scripts; along with biographical 
WU script. 400 pages. Pre-order Е 


jning copies of her autobiography 
ЕВОКАН recalls the highs and lows of working on-stage and ii 
worki i 


н per f guest 
Single day tickéts also available, ` 
р 


HOMES ПУСТА оо 
With 3 


WHOON 
EARTH IS... 


m Å 


Hawthorne (Terrence Hardiman) reveals the trut rast Below, 
съ 


"Not too bad. I'm just contemplating a cup of 
coffee, so I'm in a good mood." 


"[Laughs] You tell mel I've been in this busin 
for a long, long time — 45, 46 years, I think, Good 


Lord, more than that = I started in 1961, My first 


ten years were in theatre, It was only when | went 
into television, in a police series called Softly, 
Softly: Taskforce (ВВС, 1969-71), and later Secret 


| 
— 


and has families | 


Army (ВВС, 1977-79], that I'd get recognised in 
the street. But after a while, 


people forget again. 
More recently, The Demon Headmaster has been 
the one, especially with the kids, What's lovely 
is, I work with young actors, like Matt [Smith] 
and Karen [Gillan], who will say to me, ‘When 
twa 
bit worried about meeting you." 


a kid, | was terrified of you! In fact, | was a 


"That's true! Like Doctor Who, a lot of adults 
watched The Demon Headmaster, and I came to the 
conclusion that they were more afraid of me than 
the kids were. The parents were the ones hiding 
behind the sofa. When The Demon Headmaster 
started, and people were seeing me on the box as 
this horrible character, the local schoolkids found 
out where | lived. One wonderful day, my wife 
answered the door — I wasn't in — and lots of little 
kids were outside. ‘Does the Demon Headmaster 
live here?" they asked. When she said, ‘He does, 
they screamed and ran off! | was an ogre figure, 

a demon king, but | wasn't really threatening, 
because they could deal with me — like when kids 
go to pantomimes. The bad guys always lose, 
don't they?" 


вв DOCTOR WIND маслам 


He terrified kids as the Demon Headmaster. 
Now they're grown up - and still scared of him! 


I've every faith that this new series is going to be 
a big success, and | feel proud to have been 


a little bit of a part of it. Have you got 
time for me to tell you one other 


funny thing 
“Actually, | did do that. 


When we went to Cardiff for 


The headteacher called a special the readthrough, they read 


assembly. He said to the kids another episode, too [Victory of 
the Daleks] - one about Churchill 
Well, the job | 


before at the National was a play about 


I've had enough of you. You've all The Demon Headmaster! 


behaved so badly, somebody new is d done the year 


taking over — someone dreadfull’ And 


he walked off the stage, and | came on as the Harold Macmillan, called Never So Good. 


Demon Headmaster. There was a hushed silence The actor who'd played Churchill in that was lan 


and then a kids, as they McNeice [see last issue = Ed], and there he was, his 


ta lot 


reat roar from th 
had. [Laughs] We 


did it two or three 


realised they'd bee 


head shaved yet again, playing Churchill in Doctor 


of fun out of that Who! We had a good old catch-up, joking about 


the fact that we'd both be playin 


the same parts 


he rest of our careers. | was always going 


to play rather sinister, Demon Headmaster 
ike characters, and he was always going to be 

I know! I'd always wanted to be in one. I'd Churchill! We'll see whether that’s true 

thought, ‘Why have | never done one? I'm going 

to get to the end of my career and never do it 


Don't they want те?" And suddenly one came up. 
Iwas delighted. All actors want to be involved in 


something that has that tremendous kudos. I'd 


been an on-and-off fan of the show for years 
I remember the very early ones, long before 

most people were born, (Laughs) It's a wonderful 
mixture of something to frighten you, to amus 
you, and to challenge you ~ and | suppose they've 
carried on that tradition ever since.” 


^oral questions, yeah, Questions about life, 


and the choices that we make, It's lovely that 


Doctor Who can be a conduit for good writers 
to explore, through drama, the ambiguities of 
life... ooh gosh, this sounds a little high-flown 
We mustn't lo 


Who 15 an entertainment show, for heaven's 


sight of the fact that Doctor 


sake. What's splendid is, it's one of the few 
programmes left that draws big audiences, 


in the old way of having families wate 


together. You meet people the day after a 
Doctor Who goes out, and it’s a talking point. 


“Ah, a charming young man. He’s 


extraordinary quality 
blessed with it 


some people are 
you cannot but be 
fascinated by him from the moment 

he appears. He draws you in. He has 
that charisma, whether he knows it or 
not. He's got the youth, the energy, 

the interest — a dynamic quality. He 


impressed me enormously. | thought, 
this young man has a great, great 
future. He's a smashing Doctor Who. 


2 Coming | in постор оно 422 


old tight please! 


The Doctor and Amy have a beast 


Cave Monsters? 


The Watcher presents his guide 
to the original inhabitants of the 
Earth — the reptilian Silurians! 


DWM catches up with actress 
Meera Syal, and asks her about her 
role in the exciting new adventure 
The Hungry Earth/Cold Blood. 


Plus! 


More from Doctor Who's head 
writer Steven Moffat in Production 
‘Notes; all the latest official 

news in Gallifrey Guardian; fun 


of a problem in Part Two of our 
new comic strip, Supernature! 


competitions; your letters in Galaxy 
Forum; TV reviews; and much more! 


ing that ever happeried, or ever will, can be found inside DWM qa 
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